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PLAXTOL PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of meeting held in Plaxtol Memorial Hall on Monday 2 July 2018 at 8.00pm 
 
Present: Cllrs P Thomas (Chairman), M Brewin, M Carboni, J Denham, K 

Johnson, R Simpson; L Thomas (Clerk); Boro Cllr M Taylor; Kent 
County Cllr H Rayner 

 
Apologies: Cllr J Cannon; Boro Cllrs S Perry, T Shaw 
 
1. Matters raised by the public / Borough Councillors 

Boro Cllr Taylor expressed his apologies for omitting to call the 
planning application for Church Cottage into Area 2 as requested by 
the Parish Council. 
Kent County Cllr Rayner reminded Councillors of KCC’s ongoing 
bus consultation and changes to planned meeting venues. 
Cllrs Rayner and Taylor were also present to represent Wrotham and 
Borough Green in respect of the Local Plan. They advised that a 
public meeting at Borough Green on 15 June had been well attended 
and had expressed a strong level of opposition to the proposed 
development within the Plan of Borough Green Gardens (3,000+ 
houses). Wrotham, Borough Green and Ightham Parish Councils 
would also be strongly objecting to the proposed development and 
were seeking support in principle from neighbouring parishes. Issues 
presented included: 
1. Green Belt. The development would be built on currently 
designated Green Belt land. The removal of Green Belt designation is 
entirely dependent on the provision of a relief road, which protestors 
consider undeliverable and which would be built on contaminated 
land. Areas of the site currently used for mineral extraction are being 
defined by TMBC as ‘despoiled land’, a coined term which has no 
definition; in any case current planning permission requires the land 
to be restored to Green Belt when mineral extraction is complete. 
The removal of Green Belt designation has an impact on the 
surrounding area and on AONB, and sets a precedent for further loss 
of Green Belt land. The removal of Green Belt status is permanent 
and cannot be reinstated. In addition, once removed, neighbouring 
councils (eg Sevenoaks) can invoke the ‘duty to co-operate’ and target 
this land to meet some of their housing targets. Additional primary 
school provision within the Plan suggested that more than 3,000 
houses were being envisaged to cover this eventuality. Neighbouring 
plans would be considered individually by the Inspector, not 
together. 
2. Impact on the local area by creating a sizeable town in place of a 
village. Issues include the erosion the boundaries between villages; air 
quality management in an area already in contravention of targets; 
infrastructure with no immediate plans to improve major roads such 
as the A25 and A227; inadequate public transport provision; lack of 
secondary school provision. 
3. Process. The draft Local Plan was due to be considered by 
Planning & Transportation Board on 24 July, with submission to 
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Cabinet on 3 September, following which the draft Plan would go out 
for public consultation. A second public meeting in Borough Green 
was being planned in September to encourage responses to the Local 
Plan. Parishes could also seek to oppose the Plan using professional 
legal advice. Potential judicial review would need to start within 6 
weeks of the Cabinet decision on 3 September.  
The presentation given at the local meeting in Borough Green was 
being offered as a roadshow for neighbouring parishes to explain the 
issues to residents. 
In response to questions, Cllrs Taylor and Rayner advised that, if no 
Local Plan was in place by December 2018, government would 
impose a 23% uplift in housing targets. Given the nature of the 
exercise and the changes imposed during its execution, there was 
likely to be a surge in Local Plan applications to the Inspector before 
the end of December. Should the Local Plan fail, TMBC would need 
to consider the use of land outside of the protection of the Green 
Belt, such as Medway land or Tonbridge town land. 
The Chairman thanked Cllrs Taylor and Rayner for their input. 
 

2. Declarations of interest 
In the interests of transparency, Cllr Thomas declared an interest in 
planning application TM/18/01486/TNCA Pendle Cottage, The 
Street, a neighbouring property. There is no DPI or Other Significant 
Interest in this case. 
 

 

3. Minutes of last meeting 
The minutes of the meeting of 11 June 2018 were approved and 
signed by the Chairman. 
 

 

4. Matters arising 
None. 
 

 

5. Council Matters 
i) The Chairman reported that Cllr Pardesi had submitted her 
resignation for personal reasons. Councillors were reminded that the 
Parish Council is now carrying two vacancies. 
ii) The Clerk reported that preliminary data protection work to her 
computer had been carried out, to be completed the following week. 
Data analysis had been completed and this and a privacy statement 
would be distributed to Councillors before the next meeting.  
	

 
 
 
 
 
 
Action: 
Clerk 

6. Correspondence 
TMBC 
Area 2 Planning Committee: meeting papers, 4.7.18. 
Parish Partnership Panel: meeting papers, 14.6.18. 
Other 
Letter from parishioner re speed limit on A227. Cllr Carboni will 
pursue this issue. 
Action with Communities in Rural Kent: Funding and Financing 
CLTs workshop, 11.7.18. 
Communicorp: Clerks & Councils Direct, July 2018, Issue 118. 

 
 
 
 
Action: 
Cllr 
Carboni 
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Campaign to Protect Rural England: petition re fracking proposals. 
KALC: NALC bulletins on national developments, 1-22.6.18; NALC 
Annual Conference, 30.10.18; NALC newsletters, 21-27.6.18; NALC 
News, June 2018. 
Kent County Playing Fields Association: Newsletter, July 2018. 
Stronger Kent Communities: Volunteer Centre – volunteer tasks 
request. 
E-watch: nos 15160-1564. 
 

7. Payments/Finance 
i) The Chairman advised that a request had been received from a 
parishioner regarding the pruning of some trees bordering his 
property from the Spoute Recreation Ground. Councillors agreed the 
request subject to the Tree Warden’s approval. 
ii) It was reported that a request had been received from the school 
for help with funding for the end of year school production. 
Councillors agreed to make a donation to cover the cost of the hire 
of the Memorial Hall. 
iii) A financial statement and bank reconciliation was distributed to 
members.  
The following receipts were noted:        £ 
 Sevenoaks Lions: donation for climbing frame 2,000.00 
The following payments were approved:       £ 
 RBLI Ltd: signs for Spoute Rec      261.08 
 Citizens Advice Bureau: donation      250.00 
 Clerk salary & reimbursements June 2018     667.83 
 Eon Energy: street lighting June supply       96.36 
 

 
 
Action: 
Cllr 
Johnson 
 

8. Planning 
i) Local Plan public meeting 15.6.18. Cllrs Simpson and Thomas 
had attended this meeting and reported that the meeting had had an 
attendance of more than 300 and that the majority view was against 
the proposed development at Borough Green. A ‘fighting fund’ was 
being set up to oppose the plan.   
The Chairman sought views from Councillors regarding the proposed 
Borough Green Gardens in the light of the presentation from Cllrs 
Rayner and Taylor. Councillors commented on the following issues: 

- concerns that extra primary school provision indicated greater 
housing than that seemingly proposed, which suggested the 
inclusion of extra housing for Sevenoaks. On the other hand, 
extra primary school provision for existing local communities 
was to be welcomed; 

- concerns over the removal of Green Belt land and the 
implications of such a precedent; 

- lack of secondary school provision and general infrastructure 
to support the development (eg buses, roads, water, sewage); 

- need to take time to reflect and consider advantages and 
disadvantages of the proposed development; more 
information on the advantages was required; 

- examples such as Kings Hill suggested that large new 
developments could work well if residents work with 
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developers; 
- questions whether the proposed development, including the 

relief road, was deliverable and sustainable; 
- impact on the surrounding area in terms of increased traffic 

and pressure on public transport, especially in view of the 
current ‘Big Conversation’ regarding proposed cuts to bus 
services. 

The Chairman thanked Councillors for their input and agreed to 
investigate the possibilities regarding the Borough Green roadshow 
and representation from TMBC to outline their view of the proposed 
development. The Local Plan was also available online from TMBC’s 
website. He advised Councillors that the Parish Council would in any 
case need to respond to the consultation and comment on those sites 
within the Parish which, while they do not currently form part of 
planning proposals, could be reconsidered by TMBC should the 
Local Plan fail, or should more housing be allocation be required. 
ii) Planning applications.   
Parish council decisions 
Land South Of Allens Lane TM/18/01451/FL  
Conversion of redundant, detached storage building to a residential dwelling 
opposite Orchardmain Cottage, on Land South of Allens Lane. No 
objection. 
Frog Pond Cottage, Bourne Lane TM/18/01450/FL  
Detached gym and gazebo within residential garden. No objection. 
Malling Well House, The Street TM/18/01485 
Silver Birch and Mulberry trees to be removed. Councillors noted that this 
application had been received too close to the meeting for the Tree Warden 
to have made an assessment. Councillors agreed that a response should be 
made to TMBC in line with the Tree Warden’s recommendation by the 
response date of 16 July. 
Old Orchard, The Street TM/18/01502/TNCA  
Eucalyptus- re-pollard as part of good tree management and to keep the 
tree a suitable size for its surroundings.  Councillors noted that this 
application had been received too close to the meeting for the Tree Warden 
to have made an assessment. Councillors agreed that a response should be 
made to TMBC in line with the Tree Warden’s recommendation by the 
response date of 18 July. 
Pendle Cottage, The Street TM/18/01486/TNCA  
Beech hedge- reducing the height by 60%, trim inner face and cut outer 
face back to boundary.  Councillors noted that this application had been 
received too close to the meeting for the Tree Warden to have made an 
assessment. Councillors agreed that a response should be made to TMBC in 
line with the Tree Warden’s recommendation by the response date of 17 
July. 
3 St Hildas, The Street TM/18/01382/FL  
Construction of driveway with new vehicle access from The Street. It was 
noted that 6 letters of objection had been received. The Parish Council 
objects to this application on the grounds that it would: harm the sunken 
lane section of The Street; open up the street view of the new build 
contrary to the basis on which the application was approved; create a, 
increased safety hazard at an already hazardous section of the highway. 
Borough Councillors have been requested to call the application in to Area 
2 planning committee for decision. The full response can be found online 
and is appended to these minutes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action: 
Cllr 
Thomas 
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9. Meeting Feedback 

Parish Partnership Panel, 14.6.18. Cllrs Simpson and Thomas had 
attended this meeting which covered the Local Plan [see above], 
services updates from KCC and TMBC, and a police update. It was 
noted that travellers were moving around the district and that the 
means whereby they could be evicted varied according to whether the 
encampment was on public or private land.  
 

 

10. Battle’s Over National Tribute 
It was suggested that the beacon celebrations could take place in 
conjunction with the church, to include the History Group’s planned 
exhibition. It was agreed that Cllr Denham would investigate the 
possibility of recycling a defunct waste bin to form a beacon, with 
possible location in the vicinity of the church. Other parish groups 
would be invited to contribute towards the celebrations. Cllrs Brewin, 
Carboni and Denham will take this forward. 
 

 
 
 
Action: 
Cllrs 
Brewin, 
Carboni, 
Denham 

11. Any Other Business 
It was noted that some upkeep was required in relation to overgrown 
footpaths and stiles. The issues will be reported. 
 

 

12. Date of Next Meeting: 
Monday 6 August 2018 at 8 pm 
 
 
The meeting closed at 10.15pm 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 


