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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 
Minutes of meeting held in Plaxtol Memorial Hall on Monday 24 April 2017 at 8.00pm 
 
Present: Cllr P Thomas (Chairman), 8 Parish Councillors; Boro Cllrs S Perry, M 

Taylor; L Thomas (Clerk); 24 members of the public 
 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
1. Minutes of last meeting 

The minutes of the meeting of 18 April 2016 were approved and signed by the 
Chairman. 
 

2. Presentation by Community Support Wardens 
The District Support Warden for Maidstone and Tonbridge & Malling and the 
Community Support Warden for Borough Green and Wrotham attended to give 
an overview of their work in the community. They advised that the Wardens were 
there to assist with any community issue, such as vulnerable people, control of 
dogs, abandoned cars, trading standards, rogue traders, youth work, etc. Issues 
varied from area to area. The Wardens work with the Police, schools, family 
liaison, social services and other community groups and act as the ‘eyes and ears’ 
of a community. They work closely with individuals which means that they can 
often be invited into environments to which the Police or social services do not 
normally have access. The Wardens are accredited by Kent Police. In response to a 
question about training, they advised that training included interaction with 
agencies and different types of community, first aid, terrorism, dealing with 
dementia, and safeguarding, amongst other issues. They can be contacted by phone 
and via the KCC website. 

 
3. Chairman’s Review of the Year, including Parish Plan review 

The Chairman thanked his co-Councillors, the Clerk and the Independent Internal 
Auditor, Marian Hemsted, for their help and support during the year. He reported 
on progress against 2016-17 priorities: 

- response to call for sites – list awaited at the end of April; 
- awarding of regeneration grant for car park alterations; 
- update on the parking strategy, including the possibility of street markings; 
- proposed upgrade to Basted pumping station; 
- Spoute Recreation Ground project to be rolled over to following year; 
- new entrance approved at the Garrett Memorial Land with orchard events 

planned, with thanks to Cllr Denham for her work with the Kent Downs 
Orchard project; 

- environmental issues, including a 5 year rolling plan for tree maintenance, 
replacement access track at the Winnie Bowes Recreation Ground, 
management of the Basted Mill Public Open Space, with thanks to 
Councillors Johnson and Simpson for their input on the management 
committee on behalf of the Parish. 

The Chairman reported on other issues which had arisen during the year: 
- the removal of the financial arrangement and support grant by TMBC 

resulting in a substantial increase to the precept (55%) for 2017-18; 
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- Assets of Community Value listings for the pub, butchers shop and village 
stores and the sale of the Papermakers Arms; 

- changes to bus services; 
- road closure by UK Power Networks. 

The Chairman then outlined the Council’s priorities for 2017-18 to include 
working closely with TMBC and KCC to protect the Green Belt and AONB whilst 
identifying future housing needs, developing inter-parish collaboration via KALC, 
Parish Partnership Panel and the Parish Alliance, and further development of the 
parking strategy. 
 

4. Open Forum 
Questions and comments from the floor centred on highways issues: 

- the number of lorries travelling through Plaxtol village and their purpose; 
- discussion on the observation of the speed limit and the difficulties in  

introducing a 20mph limit; 
- problematic parking, especially in Long Mill Lane; 
- inconsiderate cyclists and the need to identify and inform clubs of any 

issues. 
 
5. Any Other Business 

A vote of thanks was given to the Parish Council and the Chairman for their work 
during the year. 

  
6. Date of Next Meeting: 

Monday 23 April 2018 at 8 pm. 
 
 


