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PLAXTOL PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of meeting held in Plaxtol Memorial Hall on Monday 1 August 2016 at 8.00pm 
 
Present: Cllrs P Thomas (Chairman), M Anketell, M Brewin, M Carboni, J 

Denham, K Johnson, R Simpson; L Thomas (Clerk); Boro Cllrs T Shaw, 
M Taylor; 1 member of the public 

 
Apologies: Cllrs J Cannon, D Fermor; Boro Cllr S Perry 
 
 
 The Chairman welcomed Cllr Anketell to the meeting. 

 
 

1. Matters raised by the public / Borough Councillors 
Boro Cllr Shaw advised that issues regarding Southern Water were to be 
taken to the next KALC meeting and thence to PPP to ensure that 
TMBC would add their weight to discussions with Southern Water. In 
addition to the pumping station at Basted, the out of date drainage 
system and lack of routine maintenance had been responsible for 
flooding in Ightham and Borough Green. He advised that the 
Environment Agency had also been involved to support proactive 
management of the infrastructure. Boro Cllr Shaw also referred 
Councillors to the results of the economic feasibility study for J5 slips 
which indicated a medium value return on investment. The quality of 
the report had, however, been questioned as it had failed to address 
issues such as the London Paramount project, the possible expansion 
of Gatwick airport and the impact of Brexit. 
Mr Martin Dewhurst was present to express concern about the future 
of the Papermakers Arms it having been confirmed that Enterprise 
Inns were selling the property at a relatively high market price. Mr 
Dewhurst had been involved with a consortium in Crouch, which had 
sought to prevent the closure of The Chequers Inn following its 
owner’s claim of non-viability. Change of use had, however, been 
granted despite efforts by residents to acquire the pub to run as a co-
operative. Mr Dewhurst wished to volunteer his services should any 
community initiative regarding the Papermakers Arms prove necessary. 
The Chairman thanked Mr Dewhurst for his contribution and offer of 
help. 
 

 

2. Declarations of interest 
None. 
 

 

3. Minutes of last meeting 
The minutes of the meeting of 4 July 2016 were approved and signed 
by the Chairman, with the following amendments: item 8(ii): sentence 3,  
amend ‘on the site…’ to read ‘at the East of the site…’; sentence 4, 
delete ‘at that location’; sentence 5, amend ‘in favour or medical 
infrastructure use’ to ‘in favour of medical infrastructure use’. 
 

 

4. Matters arising 
Item 134: changes to local bus services. Cllrs Johnson and Thomas 
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reported that some services had been withdrawn recently because of 
road works, but that these changes had been temporary and there were 
no proposals for permanent changes to services. 
 

5. Parish Plan 
This item was moved up the agenda for the benefit of the member of 
the public present. 
The Chairman explained that following widespread expressions of 
concern about the future of the Papermakers Arms, Cllr Anketell had 
made a preliminary investigation into the feasibility of community 
ownership. She advised that nationally 1,250 pubs had been registered 
as assets of community value and 42 co-operative pubs were open and 
trading. Two case studies of rural pubs which had been successfully 
taken into community ownership via different routes and with different 
business models were discussed. The Plunkett Foundation was noted as 
a useful source of advice. The Chairman thanked Cllr Anketell for her 
research. 
Cllr Carboni advised that the application for listing as an Asset of 
Community Value had now been submitted to TMBC. The outcome is 
awaited. Councillors agreed that a group should be set up to consider 
possible courses of action in the event that the future of the pub is 
under threat. Cllrs Carboni and Anketell agreed to take this initiative 
forward.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action: 
Cllrs 
Carboni, 
Anketell 

6. Correspondence 
KCC 
Business Development Team: Waste Disposal Strategy, public 

consultation. Details at www.kent.gov.uk/wastestrategy. 
Environment, Planning & Enforcement: Adoption of Kent Minerals & 

Waste Local Plan 2013-2030. 
Kent Highways: June monthly bus update; grants for bus shelters. 
TMBC 
Crime Prevention Panel: meeting papers 18.7.16. It was noted that this 

panel has been disbanded since their work is now covered by other 
agencies. 

Other 
Action with Communities in Rural Kent: Inside Track, Issue 239, 

funding opportunities. 
Applause Rural Touring: Inn Crowd 2016. 
Communicorp: Clerks & Councils Direct, July 2016, Issue 106. 
Campaign to Protect Rural England: 90th anniversary party, 5.9.16. 
Hospice in the Weald: open air cinema, 9&10 September 2016. 
KALC: NALC newsletter 5.7.16; NALC bulletins on national 

developments, 1.7.16, 22.7.16; NALC Community Led Housing 
survey; Landscape Institute, Local Green Infrastructure; Economic 
Study on East Facing Slips, summary report; weekly round up of 
My Community Network activity; Parish News, July 2016; Area 
Meeting papers 4.8.16. 

Kent County Playing Field Association: 89th Annual Report and 
accounts. 

Kent & Medway NHS: Connected, Summer 2016. 

 
 



	   	   301	   	  

	   3	  

Kent Tree & Pond Partnership: tree walks, July-August 2016. 
Kent Trust for Youth Sport: sporting excellence and sports grant 

funding 2016. 
Kent Wildlife Trust: Wild Times, 7.7.16, 29.7.16; summer events 2016; 

AGM & Members’ Day 24.9.16; Wild Kent, Summer 2016; 
Guardians of the Deep Appeal. 

UK Power Networks: 105 – launch of new national power cut number, 
September 2016. 

Victim Support: letter of thanks for donation. 
E-watch nos. 1360-1369. 
 

7. Payments/Finance 
A financial statement and bank reconciliation was distributed to 
members.  
The following payments were approved:           £ 
 Memorial Hall: hall hire Apr-Jun 2016          64.00 
 Clerk pay & reimbursements July 2016   510.97 
 SLCC: Local Council administration 10th edition      76.60 
 Eon Energy: street lighting July 2016 (estimate)      82.75 
 

 

8. Planning 
i) The Chairman reported that the report from the local parishes 
meeting of 3 July had been adopted by TMBC as a supplementary paper 
to the technical assessments report due to be considered by Cabinet in 
September. 
ii) Planning applications: 
TMBC decisions 
The Former Rectory, The Street TM/16/01471/FL 
Demolition of extension, erection of single storey rear/ side extension. 
Granted permission. Parish Council had not objected to this application. 
Old Orchard, The Street TM/16/01811/TNCA 
G1 - 40 Conifers along boundary encroaching on The Street, Plaxtol, Section 
fell, leaving stumps as low as possible. Remove all Conifers to adhere to KCC 
Highway demands due to the hedges encroaching on the road. No objection. 
Parish Council had not objected to this application. 
Salmons Farm, Long Mill Lane TM/16/00216/FL 
Demolition of existing garage and stable/store. Erection of a replacement 
garage/store with residential annexe at first floor level and relocation of shed 
and oil storage tank. Granted permission. Parish Council had not objected to 
this application. 
Tree Cottage, Yopps Green TM/16/01985/TNCA 
Fig Tree to remove the tree and stump, the tree is causing damage to the 
garage because the trunk has grown into the garage wall and is sprouting from 
the stump inside the garage wall. The tree also appears to be causing 
movement to the garage. The canopy is also shading a large area of the garden 
and covers a large part of the garage roof. Because of the damage to the 
garage and its low amenity value. No objection. Parish Council had not 
objected to this application. 
Woodruff, Basted Lane TM/16/01634/FL 
Proposed garage extension. Refused to permit. Parish Council had not 
objected to this application. 
Parish council decisions 
Cherry Orchard, Long Mill Lane TM/16/01995/PDVAR 
Prior notification for change of use of agricultural building to provide one 
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dwellinghouse (Class C3). No objection. 
Old Orchard, The Street TM/16/02118/TNCA 
T1 Beech trees encroaching on rear of property, remove over hanging 
branches to allow for more light and to clear property of foliage. The Parish 
Council has no objection in principle to this application but the Tree Warden 
advises that the beech trees are not on the applicant’s property and work 
would need to be carried out from the neighbouring property. It is understood 
that the applicant will be withdrawing the application and a new application 
will be made following consultation with the neighbours. 
Wealden House, Long Mill Lane TM/16/02156/FL 
Change of use of existing triple garage with store area over to triple garage 
with residential annexe over and associated facilities. No objection, provided 
there is no further development on that site. 
The White Cottage, Roughway Lane TM/16/02246/FL 
Demolition of side and rear extensions. Erection of first floor front, two 
storey rear and single storey side extension. No objection. 
 

9. Environment 
The Chairman reported that in addition to the report from Boro Cllr 
Shaw regarding the situation at the pumping station in Basted, the 
possibility of a consultant study into the issues for the whole area had 
been suggested, subject to cost.  However, the outcome of the referral 
to PPP would be awaited before instigating any further action. 
 

 

10. Basted Mill Public Open Space 
Cllr Simpson reported that a draft management plan had been 
scrutinised at the last meeting and would be updated. A proposal for a 
full professional tree survey for a rolling programme of management 
had been considered but agreement had not been reached.  It was 
reported that TMBC carry out a routine survey, but for health and 
safety purposes only, and that tree maintenance is the largest financial 
commitment for BMPOS. Cllr Johnson had met with David Carey 
from the Kent Tree & Pond Wardens who had advised that some 
remedial work was required. Following this meeting, Cllr Johnson 
would be putting a proposal to the committee for a rolling maintenance 
programme. 
 

 

11. Highways & Transport 
i) Cllr Brewin reported that a blocked culvert at the Spoute had finally 
been attended to by Kent Highways following repeated requests. The 
Chairman thanked Cllr Brewin for his persistence. 
ii) The Chairman reported that the undergrounding work in The Street 
was progressing well and that the contractors were expecting to 
complete the work in a shorter time frame. Residents had enquired 
whether any power outage would be necessary at switch over and the 
contractors had advised that their current tests had indicated that this 
would be unlikely. However, should it prove necessary adequate notice 
will be given. 
ii) It was reported that Thong Lane would be closed from 30 August 
2016 for 3 weeks for the demolition of the bridge. 
 

 

12. Any Other Business 
i) Cllr Denham reported that a meeting had been arranged for the end 

 
Action: 
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of August to discuss the construction of the cycle track at the Spoute 
Recreation Ground. 
ii) The Youth Club organisers had reported that the group was 
continuing to thrive and that the club members had expressed a wish 
for the group to meet weekly. The organisers had expressed their 
thanks to the Parish Council for its support.  
iii) It was noted that a letter had been received from a parishioner 
regarding parking in Long Mill Lane. Cllr Carboni will investigate the 
issue. 
iv) The Plaxtol Produce Show will take place on 11 September in the 
Memorial Hall. 
 

Cllr 
Denham 
 
 
 
 
Action: 
Cllr 
Carboni 

13. Date of Next Meeting: 
Monday 5 September 2016 at 8 pm 
 
 
The open meeting closed at 9.45pm 
 

 

 
 
 


