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PLAXTOL PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of meeting held in Plaxtol Memorial Hall on Monday 2 March 2020 at 8.00pm 
 
Present: Cllrs P Thomas (Chairman), M Brewin, J Budworth, M Carboni, J 

Denham, G French, M Julio, S Knights; L Thomas (Clerk); Kent County 
Cllr H Rayner; PCSO M Thomas; 1 member of the public  

 
Apologies:  Boro Cllrs W Palmer, T Shaw, M Taylor 
 
1. Matters raised by the public / Borough Councillors 

A parishioner was present to express an objection to the 
implementation of yellow lines on The Street at the ‘pinch point’ 
below the Papermakers Arms. Whilst he accepted that there was a 
parking issue, he pointed out that there were other pinch points on 
the bus route which could also benefit from intervention on parking 
but that yellow lines resulted in urbanisation of a rural settlement. 
Overhanging foliage was also a contributing factor to bus blockages. 
The parishioner advised that he had also objected to yellow lines at 
that point when formally proposed by TMBC. 
Cllr Carboni pointed out that the yellow lines in School Lane had 
been effective in resolving the parking problems there and that the 
major worry for the Parish Council was the prospective loss of the 
bus service if the issue was not seriously addressed. Inconsiderate 
parking was also an issue for emergency vehicles. Any yellow lines 
introduced would be shorter than normal in consideration of the 
village location.  
The Chairman thanked the parishioner for his contribution and 
advised that his comments would be taken into consideration. 
PCSO Thomas reported that no crime had been reported in Plaxtol 
recently. In response to a question, he confirmed that thefts from 
sheds and outbuildings were currently an issue in neighbouring 
parishes, but not in Plaxtol. Targeted areas are, however, subject to 
change. 
Kent County Cllr Harry Rayner advised that the issue of yellow lines 
on The Street was no further forward with the highways authority, 
but that a summer completion date was the target. 
In response to a question, Cllr Rayner confirmed that a request to 
TMBC to reinstate the bus stand in Priory Road would be processed 
by the Joint Transportation Board but that TMBC would be 
unlikely to support the request. 
Cllr Rayner advised that plan to develop Borough Green Gardens 
was subject to a KCC review as it impacted on the Kent Minerals & 
Waste Plan. The extraction of silica sand from the site was not due 
to be completed by 2026, which was the projected date for the 
building of the ‘relief’ road. The degree of co-operation between 
TMBC and KCC was being challenged as insufficient. 
The Chairman thanked Cllr Rayner for his input. 
 

 

2. Declarations of interest 
None. 
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3. Minutes of last meeting 

The minutes of the meeting of 3 February 2020 were approved and 
signed by the Chairman. 
 

 

4. Matters arising 
None. 
 

 

5. Council Matters 
i) Councillors noted a vacancy for Vice-Chair following the 
resignation of Cllr Simpson. Cllr Carboni proposed Cllr Brewin for 
the vacancy, seconded by Cllr Denham and carried unanimously. 
ii) The Chair advised that there was a need to re-allocate two of 
the areas of responsibility formerly undertaken by Cllr Simpson. It 
was agreed that Cllr Carboni would support Cllr Knights on finance, 
and would join the planning group. 
iii)  The Chairman advised that planning training would take place 
on the mornings of 21 March and 4 April in the Memorial Hall. All 
Councillors were encouraged to attend. Councillors from 
Hildenborough had also been invited but had yet to confirm 
attendance numbers. Platt, Borough Green and Stansted had also 
expressed an interest in attending and would be contacted subject to 
confirmation from the trainer regarding acceptable numbers of 
attendees. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action: 
Cllr 
Thomas 

6. Correspondence 
TMBC 
Housing Services: SWEP activation alerts. 
Joint Transportation Board: meeting papers, 9.2.20 
Leisure Services: Easter holiday activities 2020. Details from 

tmbc.gov.uk/holidayactivities. 
Parish Partnership Panel: minutes 6.2.20. 
Other 
Action with Communities in Rural Kent: community led housing 

workshop, 10.3.20. 
Campaign to Protect Rural England: newsletter, 10.2.20; campaign 

update, 8.2.20. 
KALC: NALC bulletins on national developments, 31.1-21.2.20; 

national CSSC alerts & bulletins, 2.2-26.2.20; M20 smart 
motorway updates; MHCLG Brexit transition bulletins, 4.2.20; 
A21 closure, February 2020; KALC News, January 2020; 
Counter Terrorism Policing national bulletin; Lord Lieutenant’s 
Civic Service, 17.3.20; CSSC property flood resilience code of 
practice launch; CEO bulletin, Issue 5, February 2020; S&SE in 
Bloom annual competition 2020; Public Health England ‘We 
are undefeatable’ campaign; Kent Police & Crime 
Commissioner newsletter, Spring 2020. 

Kent Downs AONB: newsletter, February 2020. 
Kent Police: Parish newsletters, January, February 2020. 
Kent Wildlife Trust: local event, 12.2.20, newsletters 13.2-28.2.20. 
NALC: Local Council Review, Winter 2020. 
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National Allotment Society: Allotment & Leisure Gardener, Issue 1, 
2020; notification of AGM, 6.6.20. 

Porchlight: newsletter, 12.2.20. 
Tonbridge & Malling Leisure Trust: Tmactive news, February 2020. 
Vicitim Support: letter of thanks for donation. 
E-watch nos 1733-1741. 
 

7. Payments/Finance 
i) Councillors approved an additional payment of £250 to the 
Primary School for tree maintenance work, bringing the total 
donation to £750. A request for funding was received from the 
Counselling Centre, Tunbridge Wells. Councillors noted previous 
donations to the organisation and approved a payment of £100. 
ii) Councillors were advised that two quotations had been received 
for repairs to the School drive, which also leads to the Memorial 
Hall. A third was awaited. Councillors agreed that funding assistance 
would be sought from the KCC Member’s fund, in addition to that 
earmarked in the Council’s budget for 2020-2021. Final quotations 
would be assessed in collaboration with School Governors and the 
Headteacher with a view to the work being processed as soon as 
possible. 
iii) A financial statement and bank reconciliation was distributed to 
members.  
The following receipts were noted:         £ 
 Interest           2.18 
The following payments were approved:        £ 
 Direct365Online: defibrillator pads Memorial Hall     78.29 
 KALC: Councillor training Cllr Knights      60.00 
 Streetlights: replacement bracket lights  6,360.00 
 Andy Ayres: bus sign installation        57.15 
 P P Broad: hedgecutting       180.00 
 Plaxtol Primary School: tree maintenance, donation    750.00 
 Clerk salary & reimbursements        688.07 
 Eon Energy: street lighting February 2020     122.90 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action: 
Clerk 
 

8. Planning 
i) The Chairman reported that the awaited discussion of the 21-
day call-in rule at Parish Partnership Panel had not materialised. 
Instead a presentation had been given, but with no details of 
proposed process. A decision paper had been produced for 
agreement at Planning & Transport Advisory Board (PTAB), due to 
meet on 3 March. The Chairman advised that he had written to each 
committee member detailing the Parish Council’s objections to the 
proposals, which had been finalised without consultation, contrary 
to the provisions of the Parish Charter. Although the KALC Chair 
would be in attendance at PTAB, she was not permitted to 
represent the views of the Parish, but Boro Cllr Taylor would be 
able to speak on the Parish’s behalf. The outcome was awaited. 
ii) Planning applications. 
Councillors noted that the appeal (APP/H2265/D/19/3236885) 
lodged against TMBC’s refusal to permit planning application 
TM/19/01403/FL, Bewley Lane House, had been dismissed.  
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It was noted that planning application TM/20/00016/FL, 
Crowhurst Farm, had been withdrawn. 
TMBC decisions 
Malling Well House, The Street TM/20/00034/TNCA  
T1 Mixed Hedge- remove, including stumps, T2 Row of Ivy clad 
Hawthorns in poor form, suppressed by scrubs- remove, including stumps 
and land adjacent to property, marked T3 on map in purple - to remove 
the existing boarder to open up the garden and form a new boundary 
line. No objection. Parish Council had not objected to this application. 
Parish council decisions 
7 Church Row, Plaxtol Lane TM/20/00256/TNCA  
T1 Pine - reduce by 1m all over. No objection. The Tree Warden advised 
that there were two adjacent cypress in need of reduction. The Parish 
Council has no objection to the additional work. 
 

9. Meeting Feedback 
Parish Partnership Panel 6.2.20. Cllrs Brewin and Thomas had 
attended this meeting and reported that, apart from the 21-day rule 
presentation (see item 8 above) the main issue of the meeting was 
the waste services contract. It was reported that TMBC had 
escalated proceedings with Urbaser and financial penalties had been 
imposed. Changes to the service were being implemented including 
doubling capacity, changing to new vehicles focussed on collecting 
either mixed recycling or food waste but not both, re-planning some 
collection rounds, additional monitoring of performance, 
improvements to staffing. The next phase would be the 
introduction of the collection of communal bins. 
 

 

10. Community Affairs 
Cllr Budworth presented a questionnaire for parishioners on the 
provision of additional groups/activities in the Parish and the 
creation of a Parish hub. It was agreed that the editors of the Herald 
should be approached for inclusion of the questionnaire in the next 
edition of the magazine.   
 

 
 
Action: 
Cllr 
Budworth 
 

11. Environment 
Cllr Denham reported that she had consulted with the Tree Warden 
regarding the Kent Downs AONB tree packs but had reluctantly 
concluded that the trees on offer would be too large at maturity to 
be suitable for planting on Parish owned land. Councillors agreed 
therefore that the offer should not be pursued.  
It was noted that the Trees in the Village competition would be 
running in June/July and that Plaxtol would be making its three year 
entry this year (last entry in 2017). 
  

 

12. Recreation Grounds 
Cllr Carboni reported that virtually all contributors to the new 
installation at the Spoute Recreation Ground would be attending the 
‘thank you’ ceremony planned for 14 March. Cllr French confirmed 
that the provision of refreshments was in hand. A notice will be 
posted on the Parish Facebook page inviting parishioners to attend. 
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13. Highways & Transport 
It was reported that parking in Long Mill Lane to the east of Spoute 
Island was causing heavy vehicles to erode the edge of the green in 
their efforts to pass through. Councillors appreciated that parking 
provision is limited in that area of the village, and agreed that steps 
to protect the edge of the green should be investigated with the 
Highways Steward. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Action: 
Clerk 
 

14. Any Other Business 
i) Cllr Knights reported that the Environment Agency had now 
intervened with regard to the weir at Basted Mill and Crest 
Nicholson had been instructed to effect repairs. 
ii) Cllr Denham advised that there would be a bonfire at the 
allotments on 28 March. 
iii) Cllr French advised that she would be putting together some 
information on coronavirus for inclusion in the Herald. 
iv) It was reported that Shipbourne Parish Council was dealing 
with the broken signpost at Dunks Green. Plaxtol and Shipbourne 
Parish Councils were looking to adopt the wooden signposts at the 
Spoute Island and Dunks Green to avoid their replacement by metal 
signposts.  
v) It was noted that the Parish website was currently inaccessible 
due to an issue with the host. The administrator was pursuing the 
issue. 
 

 

15. Date of Next Meetings: 
Parish Council Meeting, Monday 6 April 2020 at 8 pm 
Annual Parish Meeting, Monday 20 April 2020 at 7.30 for 8pm 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.35pm 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 


