
	   356
  

	 1	

PLAXTOL PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of meeting held via Zoom on Monday 2 November 2020 at 8.00pm 
 
Present: Cllrs P Thomas (Chairman), M Brewin, J Budworth, M Carboni, J Denham, G French, 

M Hiddleston, S Knights; L Thomas (Clerk); Boro Cllrs W Palmer, M Taylor; Kent 
County Cllr H Rayner; 3 members of the public  

 
Apologies: Boro Cllr T Shaw 
 

1. Matters raised by the public / Borough Councillors 
Three members of the public were present to comment on planning 
application TM/20/02242/FL, Chance Cottage. The following objections were 
noted: 
- the intrusive nature of the application and its detrimental effect on the 

openness and permanence of the Green Belt 
- disregard of the conditions of an earlier planning application to protect 

the amenity of the locality and openness of GB; 
- changes to the proposed driveway and parking for the development 

would move noise and disturbance closer to local residents and make 
vehicles more prominent and visible; 

- lack of turning space within the site requiring vehicles to reverse on to 
the highway; 

- dangerous access and the negative effect on road safety of increased 
traffic movements; 

- constructed footpath out of character with the rural scene, plus the 
unrealistic expectation that guests/therapists would walk from the car 
parking area along the footpath to the amenities, especially when 
carrying luggage or equipment; 

- lack of information regarding disposal of waste or lighting; 
- disputed statement that the land is not classified as agricultural and the 

precedence set by change of use; 
- lack of environmental or tree study. 

Residents also wished it to be noted that notification to neighbours had been 
delayed and that site notices had yet to be posted.  
The Chairman thanked the members of the public for their input. 
Kent County Cllr Rayner advised that Council or local residents could 
commission a report from a highways engineer regarding the adequacy of the 
highway to support the access to the site if they wished. 
Boro Cllr Palmer advised that a Boundary Commission review had been 
triggered based on the numbers of the electorate in Tonbridge & Malling. The 
number of Councillors and Wards would be reviewed. The review would be 
subject to local consultation. 
 

 

2. Declarations of interest 
None. 
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3. Minutes of last meeting 
The minutes of the meeting of 5 October 2020 were approved and signed by 
the Chairman. 
 

 

4. Matters arising 
None. 
 

 

5. 
 
 
 

Planning applications 
This item was moved up the agenda for the benefit of the members of public 
present. 
Parish Council decisions 
Land East Of Chance Cottage, Long Mill Lane TM/20/02242/FL   
Proposed change of use of land to luxury self-catered accommodation, including the 
siting of a shepherds hut and treatment room together with car parking and 
landscaping. Objection. Parish Councillors expressed a number of concerns regarding 
this planning application including: 

- inappropriate development in the Green Belt; 
- change of use from agricultural land to commercial; 
- location and construction of internal footpath and parking plans; 
- impact on local residents; 
- unsuitable access; 
- access for servicing of sewage plant; 
- lack of lighting or waste management plans; 
- business hours; 
- lack of tree survey. 

It was agreed that the Borough Councillors should be requested to call the application 
in to Area 2 Planning Committee should the Planning Officer be minded to approve it. 
The Grange, Grange Hill TM/20/02229/FL  
Removal of existing extension and erection of single storey extension to existing 
stable block to form a rest room, utility area, small ancillary office to the mixed 
agricultural/equestrian business and retention of storage container. No objection. 
Councillors noted that responses in respect of the following had been made to TMBC 
since the October meeting: 
3 Shields Cottages And High Hope, The Street TM/20/02178/FL, TM/20/02179/LB   
Single storey rear extension to 3 Shields Cottage and High Hope. No objection. 
TMBC decisions 
Site Of Cobden, The Street TM/20/01877/FL  
Side extension to existing detached garage. Granted permission. The Parish Council 
had not objected to this application. 
Gaisford, The Street TM/20/01838/FL  
Erect single storey, two bay, oak framed Carriage House/Garage. One bay open 
fronted and one bay with side hung wooden doors. Sawn weatherboarded sides and 
rear, fibre cement slated roof. Granted permission. The Parish Council had not 
objected to this application. 
Goddens Cottage, Crowhurst Lane TM/20/01796/LDP  
Lawful Development Certificate Proposed: Stationing of a mobile home. Certified. The 
Parish Council had not objected to this application. 
4 Grange Cottages, Grange Hill TM/20/01896/FL  
Erection of hipped roof summerhouse. Granted permission. The Parish Council had 
not objected to this application. 
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6.    Council Matters 
The Chairman advised that the Parish Council had been notified that co-option 
to the Council could now go ahead. He advised that two expressions of interest 
had been received from parishioners. Criteria would now be drawn up to assist 
with evaluating the applications. 
 

 
 
Action:  
Cllr 
Thomas 

7. Correspondence 
A list of correspondence is at Appendix 1. 
Cllr Carboni reported that he had attended the meeting of the Joint Standards 
Committee on 12.10.20, which had advised that the Local Government 
Association was drawing up a new model code of conduct with an emphasis on 
civility and that the Kent Code of Conduct was also being revised.  
 

 

8. Payments/Finance 
i) Internal Audit Review. Cllr Knights reported that the audit review had now 
been completed. She was satisfied that the systems of financial control and 
other internal controls over Council activities and operating processes and 
procedures were effective. A report of the review had been circulated to all 
Councillors. Cllr Knights thanked the Clerk and the Internal Auditor, Marian 
Hemsted, for their work in this regard. 
ii) Annual Return 2019/20. It was reported that the annual limited assurance 
review had been satisfactorily completed.  
iii) Funding requests. Councillors approved requests for funding for Home 
Start, £100, Porchlight, £100, National Search & Rescue Dog Association, £50.  
iv) Receipts & Payments. A financial statement and bank reconciliation was 
distributed to members. Councillors noted that the unmetered electricity 
supply certificate had now been updated in line with new switching regimes 
and the introduction of LED lighting. Energy payment demands from Eon 
Energy had been adjusted accordingly. Actual payment to Eon Energy in 
October 2020 was £59.08 against an estimated amount of £122.90. The 
payment figure of £61 for approval this month was an estimate and would be 
adjusted when the actual figure was notified.  
The following receipts were noted:             £ 
 PLOTS: allotment rent 2020-21      96.00 
The following payments were approved:            £ 
 PKF Littlejohn: audit fee 2019/20    360.00 
 Commercial Services: grounds maintenance Jul-Sep  663.97 
 Streetlights: maintenance contract, 2nd installment  298.93 
 Clerk salary & reimbursements October 2020  713.14 
 Eon energy: street lighting October 2020     61.00 
 

 

9. Planning 
i) Cllr Carboni reported that the ACRE rural community housing enabler for 
Kent would be attending the December Parish Council meeting to discuss 
possible local options. 
ii) Local Plan. The Chairman advised that the Inspector had given written 
notification to TMBC that they were currently not satisfied that the duty to co-
operate had been fulfilled. Inspection meetings due for early November had 
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been cancelled for the Inspector to consider whether or not the Plan could 
progress. 

 
10. Emergency Plan 

Cllr French reported that she had now received permission from most named 
contributors to the Parish Emergency Plan for contact detail to be published. 
The Plan would be finalised once all permissions had been received. 
 

 
Action: 
Cllr  
French 
 

11. Community Resilience 
Cllrs Knights reported that she and Cllr Denham had reviewed the current 
security provision at Council owned and leased land and that some upgrading 
was recommended. She would be investigating replacement security posts at 
the Spoute Recreation Ground and the GML orchard. The orchard would also 
need a new padlock for the field gate. Fairlawne Estate would oversee any 
security issues on land leased from them. It was agreed that Cllrs Budworth, 
Denham, French and Knights would check security arrangements on a regular 
weekly basis.  
 

 

12. Recreation Grounds 
It was noted that the annual playground inspection was now due and that 
Wicksteed had provided the inspection last year. It was agreed to use 
Wicksteed’s services again, as they were competitively priced and had 
produced a thorough report. It was also agreed that, although the Council had 
considered the possibility of using the services of a ‘handyperson’ to assist 
with the monitoring of the recreation grounds and their equipment, it would 
be preferable for this to be undertaken by the Councillors with responsibility 
for the recreation grounds. Any training needs in this respect could be met. 
Cllrs Budworth, Denham, French and Knights would review processes and 
make a recommendation to Council on the most effective way of managing 
and reporting on interim monitoring of the playgrounds.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Action: 
Cllrs 
Budworth, 
Denham, 
French, 
Knights 

13. Highways & Transport 
i) It was noted that the replacement of the street lights in The Street had 
been partially completed but that there had been a delay in supplying the 
replacement lanterns and embellishment kits. The replacement of the columns 
had gone ahead to take advantage of the arranged road closure. Delivery of 
the rest of the kit was expected within the next two weeks.  
ii) Parking & speeding issues. Cllr Carboni reported that he had had a positive 
meeting with the highways consultant who had made some initial suggestions 
regarding changes to the road layout to deal with the problem parking on The 
Street at the Papermakers Arms. Agreement for any changes to the highway 
would rest with KCC and a contribution to their costs would be likely. The 
consultant will present plans for the Council’s consideration and will also give 
consideration to addressing the problems caused by speeding cyclists. The 
Chairman reported that the new area police Inspector had also been consulted 
regarding issues with cyclists and that she was prepared to write to cycling 
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clubs to enlist their support in addressing these issues. Cllr Denham advised 
that issues regarding parking on Church Hill had also been raised with her.  

 
14. Public Rights of Way 

Cllr French reported that repairs to the bridge on MR327 were the 
responsibility of KCC and that KCC was aware of the issue. 
 

 

15. Any Other Business 
None. 
 

 

16. Date of Next Meeting: 
Monday 7 December 2020 at 8 pm.  
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.35pm 
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Appendix 1 
 

Correspondence List 2 November 2020 
 

TMBC  
Area 2 Planning Committee Meeting papers, 4.11.20 
Electoral Services Kent Community Foundation Coronavirus Emergency Funds 
Housing Services Severe Weather Emergency Protocol - rough sleepers 
Joint Standards Committee Meeting, 12.10.20 
Other  
ACRK Affordable Housing workshops 
CPRE Newsletters: 10.10.20 

 Notification of AGM 13.11.20 

 Kent Voice Autumn-Winter 2020/2021 
KALC National CSSC alerts & bulletins: 6.10, 26.10.20 

 Local Electricity Bill 
 Covid-19 Community Champions Programme 
 Public Health England: COVID-19 updates 

 Net Zero environment event, 3.11.20 

 AGM meeting papers, 28.11.20 

 Planning White Paper letter to Kent MPs 

 Covid-19 Govt guidance updated re alert levels 

 CEO bulletin, Issue 12, October 2020 

 Kent Police fraud alert - internet provider scam 

 KCC Emergency Assistance Grant 

 Kent & Medway CCG: Community Bulletin, October 2020 
 NALC Tree Charter newsletter 
Kent Downs AONB Newsletter: 23.10.20 
Kent Police Halloween updates 
Kent Wildlife Trust Newsletters: 10.10, 22.10, 31.10.20 
NALC NALC bulletins on national developments: 9-30.10.20 

 Local Council Review Summer 2020 
 Training events, October, November 
 Coronavirus update 
National Allotment Society Allotment & Leisure Gardener, Issue 4 

 Notification of AGM, 12.6.2021 
Porchlight Annual Review 2019-20 
SE Water Newsletter, Autumn 2020 
E-watch  Nos 1806 - 1813 
Consultations  
KALC TMBC: Innovation Park Medway 

  
 

 
 

 
  
 
 


