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S. M. GOULD 
Horticultural & Forestry Contractor 

 
Seasoned Firewood – available all year round 

 
8 ton Digger or 2.5 ton Digger  
available for all ground works 

Paddock mowing - rolling - harrowing 
 

Grange Hill Wood Yard,  
Grange Hill, Plaxtol, Kent, TN15 0RG 

 
Tel: (01732) 811060 or 07702 475 321 

Email: logsdirectsevenoaks@hotmail.co.uk 
Website: www.logsdirectsevenoaks.co.uk 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

East Peckham Osteopaths 
Anthony Picknett and Louise James 

 

Children’s clinic, sports injuries and all muscle and joint problems  

23 Old Road, East Peckham. TN12 5AR   Tel: 01622 873481 
 

 

PLAXTOL MEMORIAL HALL 
Available for club meetings, children’s parties 

private functions, wedding receptions 
For bookings: ring Lizzie Hill on 811478 

or email:  nevishill@googlemail.com 
 

 

 

KEMSING WATER SOFTENERS 
Ten Year Guarantee 

Drinking Water Systems 
‘Exchange’ Softeners - Free Fitting 

‘Harveys’ block salt, Tablets and Granules 
Free comprehensive survey and after sales service 

01732 760471 
www.kemsingsofteners.co.uk 

 

 

  

 

Internal Alterations and 
Refurbishments 

Extensions, Conversions, 
Bathrooms 

Replacement Kitchens 
Tel – 01732 884036 

www.joseph-pcl.com 
 

     Mobiles – 07884 490664 
        or 07831 204113 

Website – www.joseph-pcl.com 
 



 
 

 
 

 

      SUE LAMB, MA 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tel:  01732 811241 
 

Email:  slamb07@btinternet.com 
Website:  suelambsculptures.co.uk 
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PARISH DIARY: FEBRUARY 2021 
  
WEEKDAYS Morning Prayer is normally said in Plaxtol Church at 8.30 am 
 
Monday 1st 8.00 pm Plaxtol Parish Council on Zoom (access 

details at end of minutes) 
Thursday 4th 9-11 am Farmers’ Market on line – for collection  

at Village Hall 
7.45 pm Plaxtol W.I. on Zoom 

SUNDAY 
2nd before Lent 
(Sexagesima) 

7th  services on line (see Note 1) 

Monday 8th 8.00 pm Plaxtol Men’s Society on Zoom (see 
minutes) 

Tuesday 9th 8.00 pm Plaxtol Local History Group on Zoom  
(see minutes) 

Thursday 11th  9-11 am Farmers’ Market on line – for collection  
at Village Hall 

Friday 12th  Plaxtol School Term 3 ends 
SUNDAY 
next before 
Lent 
(St Valentines) 

14th  services on line (see Note 1) 

ASH 
WEDNESDAY 

17th 10.00 am Holy Communion with Ashing 
8 pm Holy Communion at Shipbourne with 

Ashing 
Thursday  18th 9-11 am Farmers’ Market on line – for collection  

at Village Hall 
SUNDAY 
1st in Lent 

21st 8.00 am Holy Communion 
9.30 am Parish Communion at Shipbourne 
11.00 am “Community@11” 
 Readings for Principal Service: 

     Genesis 9: 8-17 
     1 Peter 3: 18-end 
     Mark 1: 9-15 

Monday 22nd  Plaxtol School Term 4 starts 
Thursday 25th 9-11 am Farmers’ Market on line – for collection  

at Village Hall 



 
 
 
SUNDAY 
2nd in Lent 

28th 8.00 am Holy Communion at Shipbourne 
9.30 am Family Service at Shipbourne 
11.00 am Parish Communion  
 Readings for Principal Service: 

     Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16 
     Romans 4: 13-end 
     Mark 8: 31-end 

 
Note 1 – details will be posted on village website Plaxtol.com and on 
Facebook “Plaxtol Parish” 
Note 2 – services in italics are provisional owing to Lockdown. 
 
FROM THE REGISTERS 
Burial 
17 Dec: William George CHAPLIN 
 
 

 
 

CHURCH EVENTS DURING COVID-19 
As a response to continuing advice from the Government and Diocese all 
events normally organised by the Church are cancelled until further notice: 
Coffee Cake & Company, Community Bread Basket, Mums Ahoy, Lent 
Plus, Bible Study at the Mallows Ivy Hatch, CMS Group at Salmons Barn. 
The church continues to be open during the week for private prayers only, 
but not for services at present (see Rector’s letter) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For enquiries about baptisms, weddings, funerals, hospital and home visits, 
and Holy Communion at home please contact: 

Rector of Shipbourne with Plaxtol: Rev Dr Peter Hayler 
The Rectory, The Street, Plaxtol (opposite the Papermaker’s Arms) 

Telephone 01732 811 081 email: rectorswp@gmail.com 
Normally he takes Friday as a day off except if there is an emergency 

 
 
 



PLAXTOL CHURCH AT CHRISTMAS 
As in past years, Fairlawne kindly gave us our Christmas Trees  
As many of us were unable to welcome family and friends for Christmas, 80 
of us wrote the names of those unable to join us on cards and hung these 
on our tree. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At our Community @11 service on Dec 20th families constructed and 
painted staves representing the Christmas Story: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



RECTOR’S  LETTER 
                                                  Flat Battery? 

 
When we wrapped up our caravan for the 
winter, I removed the leisure battery and, 
thinking it would be good to charge it up 
fully, found our charger to be dead. 
The new one is taking a bit of getting 
used to, with one or two settings I’ve 
never heard of.  Yesterday, our car 
battery went flat… in the carpark of the 
supermarket at King’s Hill.  The man from 
the AA (he was a very, very nice man!) 
concluded that it was due to the car 

being used less because of lockdown, and not enough longer runs to keep 
the battery charged up. I also learnt that the ‘Stop-Start’ setting on my 
charger is for one of those cars that switches itself off in traffic and starts 
again when you tickle the clutch or the brake with your little toe (or 
something like that)!  All that seems like an appropriate metaphor for life in 
a third lock-down.  Our batteries may be feeling rather flat, and we long for 
social interaction or hymn-singing to re-charge them.  The church has 
definitely had to learn to live with a stop-start mechanism, and with rarely 
being out of first gear even if we are on ‘start’.  
The unusual thing about the New Year lock-down is the jangling 
contradiction between the loud-and-clear message to ‘Stay at home!’ and 
the fact that the churches were not locked down by the state, or even by the 
Church authorities.  So, each local parish was left in a position of assessing 
the increased risk, with the option of applying for a dispensation from the 
legal duty to provide services week by week.  Our two PCCs, meeting 
together on Zoom, took this decision on 14th January moving from start to 
stop – another set of traffic lights! Slow-moving traffic ahead (again)!  We 
shall review this in three weeks, in time for the possibility of services on Ash 
Wednesday (17th February) to mark the beginning of Lent. 
Not surprisingly, our plans for Lent are coming together quite slowly this 
year, because of the low-battery and continual stop-start situation.  What 
we do offer, in terms of a Lent Course or Lenten Devotions, will almost 
certainly be on Zoom, so please watch out for announcements.  Be ready to 
register your interest with an e-mail, and ready to receive links for Zoom 
meetings.  If you are not sure how it works, please call someone who does 
and ask.  Lent should be, and hopefully can be, a time for charging our 
spiritual batteries, ready for the celebrations of Easter. 
 

Peter Hayler, Rector. 



 
PLAXTOL WI JANUARY 2021 REPORT 
What an excellent talk we enjoyed on January 7th to lift our spirits at this 
difficult time!.  Imogen Corrigan delighted 32 “Zoomers” with her tales of 
“Politeness of Princes – the reality of medieval etiquette and table 
manners”.  She had fascinating “slides” and a wealth of information 
including how certain sayings have come from that period, such as “upper 
crust” and being “above the salt” – or below it, should you be less fortunate.  
She told many humorous tales of the feasting habits of royalty and 
noblemen, pointing out clues in her pictures as to what was subtly going on.  
I was taking notes for when the WI might once again be able to serve the 
Men’s Society at their Annual Dinner….!   
Our next two Speakers on Zoom will be on our usual “first Thursday” dates: 
Feb 4th at 8pm. Paul Laundy on "Churchill and Chartwell".  
March 4th at 8pm. Janie Ramsay on “The Windsor Style”.  

Penny Court  
 

PLAXTOL LOCAL HISTORY GROUP JANUARY MEETING  
The history of New Ash Green – Jonathan Fenner 
In 1969 New Ash Green was a unique development of modern progressive 
housing built for aspiring middle class families and to be an alternative to 
the 1950’s urban sprawl.  It is now 50 years old, still unique and part of our 
Kent history, speaker and former architect Jonathan Fenner told us.  It was 
a speculative development designed by architects Eric Lyons and Geoffrey 
Townsend for the development firm called Span.  These architects had 
been influenced by the modern designs of Walter Gropius.  It was situated 
in north Kent near Ash, Ridley and Stansted where 430 acres of wooded 
farmland were bought to create 18 areas of housing with landscaped 
courtyards.  Their vision was to make “ordinary houses extraordinary”, the 
opposite of ribbon development.  It was a compact, well designed area for 
2000 houses in a rural landscape with a wide variety of modest houses.  
The Span “K” house (K for Kent) was built with a steel frame, picture 
windows, timber cladding and hanging tiles.  Cars were parked in 
designated areas, with footpaths to the houses, in order to create safe 
common greens for children to play on.  Kentish names were used for the 
areas – Minnis meaning an open space and Wents, a footpath.  There was 
very great local opposition to this development on farmland within the 
Green Belt. 
In 1964 Kent County Council turned the project down but Richard 
Crossman, the Housing Minister later gave it the go ahead saying “he 
wanted to have a model in Kent of what ought to be done.”  In 1967 work 
began with the digging of 8 miles of sewers at great expense.  
                                                                                                     /cont’d...... 



 
After only five neighbourhoods out of the proposed 18 and 33 houses had 
been built by 1969, Span had financial troubles.  So Bovis in 1971 finished 
the project adding a high quality shopping centre, school and library.  John 
Newman the architectural historian and author who lived there wrote “the 
sparkle went out of the architecture but the plan survived.”  Indeed now 
there are many residents who have lived there for 30 years.  Jonathan’s 
photographs and explanation of the architectural detail showed us why the 
Span houses are still sought after and how well kept the landscaped 
courtyards still are.                     
Our next meeting will be on 9th February at 8pm on ZOOM when we 
shall have a tribute to our late President Jayne Semple and show the 1983 
TVS film “Anatomy of a Village” narrated by Jayne.   

V.Dussek      
            

PLAXTOL MENS SOCIETY JANUARY MEETING 
The first meeting of the new year was held on Zoom. Following our Annual 
General Meeting, Jim Solomon presented 3 projects selected from his long 
civil engineering career.  His talk was modestly entitled “Some construction 
engineering problems”. 
Jim started by describing the design and construction of the amazing new 
British Museum glass atrium.  This now encapsulates the museum’s Great 
Court and its famous Reading Room (built 1850).  The large atrium span 
dictated high strength low weight steel frames, designed by Jim’s company, 
Buro Happold, and prefabricated in Germany by a specialist glazing 
company. This comprises 3200 triple glazed glass panels, each uniquely 
different and weighing about ¼ ton.  The new atrium, 2 acres in area 
constitutes the largest covered square in Europe. The finished atrium was 
part of a Lottery funded project, opened to the public in 2000.  
 
The 900 ton Cutty Sark, built in Scotland in 1869 is famous as the last and 
fastest of the tea clippers (China-London) before sail was replaced by 
steam.  After decommissioning in 1954 it was placed as a visitor attraction 
in a dry dock in Greenwich.  Unfortunately, in this position the iron and 
timber fabric of the ship started to deteriorate, so in 2003 it was decided to 
refurbish using Lottery money.  This work had the dual objectives of repair, 
by strengthening (but not replacing) the original fabric and an improved 
business model by raising the ship in the dock to provide additional space 
below for visitors and events.  A well publicised fire took place in May 2007 
during refurbishment; fortunately, the original masts, saloon and 
deckhouses had previously been removed; damage being limited mostly to 
building materials.  It was re-opened in 2012 by HM the Queen and Prince 
Philip. 
 



The refurbishment of Battersea Power Station included the 4 huge iconic 
chimneys which were built between 1930 and 1955.  Each chimney sits 
upon a 50m high brick built wash tower, the chimneys themselves being a 
further 50m high.  The original chimney construction was steel reinforced 
concrete.  The refurbishment presented unexpected problems: on 
examination the thin chimney walls were found to be extensively 
delaminated and high salt levels within the concrete had caused extensive 
corrosion of the reinforcement.  Attempts at repair proved futile so 
reluctantly the decision was taken to demolish and rebuild them. 
Considerable public opposition delayed their replacement but eventually 
planning permission was granted. Demolition and rebuild of each chimney 
took 10 months.  
The NW chimney is being fitted with a scenic lift for visitors to enjoy a 
panoramic view from the top, whilst the others will continue to be used for 
ventilation.  The entire power station is now being converted into offices, 
retail and residential space and is expected to be completed in about a 
year’s time.  
In the above projects Jim had a unique role, being involved both in design 
and in the construction process. 
Following a lively discussion, Tom Hogg warmly thanked Jim.  
Tom then advertised the next meeting for Monday Feb 8th at which Ken 
I’Anson will speak on “Banking and Risk: The good, the bad and the 
ugly”  
                                                                                 Peter Brewin, Sec 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Potterarti is a new venture launched by Clare Dewhirst, a Plaxtol 
resident who is looking forward to breathing life back into the shop 
at the top of The Street.   Clare and her husband, Martin, also run 
business events but are excited to be diversifying!  The shop will 
be a pottery painting studio where you can book sessions to paint 
anything from dinosaur models or cupcake boxes, to vases and 
fruit bowls– whatever your age or artistic ability!   Once painted, 
Clare will glaze and fire them to bring out the colours.   The shop 
will open once Covid rules permit, but in the meantime, takeaway 
kits are available to paint at home – please see 
www.potterarti.co.uk for details or email hello@potterarti.co.uk. 

 



BOROUGH GREEN MEDICAL CENTRE 
THE LOCAL COVID VACCINATION PROGRAMME. 
The practice has commenced its programme for delivering Covid 
vaccinations. Vaccinations will be delivered at either Sevenoaks Medical 
Centre, Beadle House, London Road, Sevenoaks TN13 2JD or at the 
surgery.  There will be home visits for housebound patients and Care 
home patients and staff. 
We have started inviting patients based on the national priority list.  Please 
be patient and wait to be contacted about when the vaccine is available for 
you.  We are inviting our patients eldest first. 
The first deliveries of vaccines will be rolled out in keeping with national 
recommendations for Priority Groups 1 and 2.  
The priority groups 1 and 2 are: 

1. Residents in a care home for older adults and their carers 
2. All those 80 years of age and over and frontline health and social care 

workers 
Patients aged over 80 do not need to contact the surgery and will receive a 
letter, text or phone call about getting the Covid-19 vaccines.  Due to short 
notice notification of deliveries this is most likely to be a phone call initially.  
Front line health and social care workers should send us an email from their 
work email address stating their name, job title and employer addressed to 
gp.G82120@nhs.net 
We appreciate our patients concerns about when they are likely to be 
vaccinated but we ask that you do not call us to enquire but keep an eye on 
our Website or Facebook page for updates.  Our phone lines and staff are 
very busy and we need your support to keep phone lines open for people 
needing to make appointments for other health matters and for our staff to 
work on the programme. 
The vaccination programme will take several months to work through 
everyone, so it could be some time before you are contacted.  We hope to 
hold clinics to support the National targets but we have no control over the 
scheduling of the vaccine deliveries so it is impossible to put a timescale on 
when we will be inviting subsequent groups of patients 
 
WEATHER REPORT - DECEMBER 
December Weather, the average day temp. was 100c, the average night 
temp. was 3.00c, the highest day was Saturday 19th with 15.50c, the lowest 
night was Saturday 27th with -2.50c, the total rainfall was 120mm, with an 
average over the last 30 years of 87.73mm, the highest month was 
December 2013 with 165mm and the lowest was December 2016 with 
12mm,on Sunday 27 December the Barometric pressure dropped to a low 
of 976mbs, this normally signifies storms and heavy rain, luckily it only 
stayed down for 2 days.   
                                                                                Lionel Stielow. 
 



TONBRIDGE AND MALLING RAMBLERS 
Our friendly group is one of 13 Ramblers groups in Kent and part of the national Ramblers 
walking organisation.  In normal times, we offer a variety of group walks, mostly on Sunday 
mornings with additional mid-week rambles each month.  Our walks are usually circular and 
about 5-6 miles in duration.  We explore the beautiful Kent countryside from different starting 
points within the Tonbridge and Malling area and, occasionally, further afield.  New 
members are welcome, as are those wishing to try us out before joining Ramblers. 
Group walks are currently paused due to Lockdown restrictions.  We will be restarting 
as soon as we can, dependent upon government guidelines and Ramblers national 
guidelines.  Meanwhile, you can find out more about our group at: 
http://www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk.  
FOOTPATH CHECKS 
One of our activities is to ensure that public footpaths within the Tonbridge & Malling area 
are readily accessible to all walkers.  We have footpath observers in each parish to check 
paths and report issues such as broken stiles and gates; broken or missing footpath signs; 
fallen trees and other obstructions.  We always welcome help with this so, if you are out 
walking and encounter a problem, please do raise an alert.  You can do this by logging the 
fault yourself on the Kent Country Council (search for ‘KCC public rights of way’) or by 
emailing details (with photo and path number/location) to 
info@tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk. 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

    FAIRSEAT ESTATES LTD 
    Building & Development 
       -   New build 
       -   Extensions 
       -   Refurbishments 
       -   Planning 
         Call - James Beslee – 07961 395759 
395759   or email - jbeslee@yahoo.com 
 
 

treeservicesltd 
 

All aspects of private and commercial tree work 
undertaken by fully trained and well equipped staff 

 
Fully insured.  Free advice and Estimates 

 
Our services include:- 

Hazard evaluation (Health and Safety checks) 
Cutting back of trees and branches 

Crown reduction and thinning 
Dangerous trees made safe 

Logs and wood chip sold 
Stump removal 
Hedge cutting 

DUNCAN SIMPSON – 01732 810933 
duncan@treeservicesltd.co.uk 

www.treeservicesltd.co.uk 
 

 

 



 
 

Plough Hill, Basted, Borough Green, TN15 8PS 
 

01732 668619 - www.ploughatbasted.co.uk 
 

We are a CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) Free House serving a selection of fine 
ales brewed in Kent.  We also serve Tea and Coffee throughout the day. 

Our pub is family friendly and dog friendly.  We regularly cater for groups of 
ramblers and have parking for over 20 cars.  Whether, you're out rambling, 

looking for some beautiful Kentish countryside in which to spend some 
time or just passing by and in need of refreshment we look forward 

to serving you very soon. 
 

OPEN FROM 12PM until LATE EVERYDAY 
 

x Local Ales and Ciders 
x Lagers & Stouts including Stella & Guinness 

x A wide range of Wines and Spirits 
x Soft Drinks and Mineral Waters 
x Tea and freshly brewed Coffee 

 
"Thank you Ben, great food and a warm welcome for our dog" 

 
Fresh, home cooked food served daily (except Mondays) 
x Home cooked traditional Sunday Roast  -  1,  2 or 3 courses 

x Fresh Fish & Chips every Friday 
x Tasty Steaks and Burgers 
x Bar snacks and Nibbles 
x Sandwiches and Rolls 

x Deep Filled Pies 
 

"We really enjoyed the Fish & Chips, crispy batter and huge 
 portions just the way we like it - thank you" 

 
We can cater for small or large groups, functions, 
parties/celebrations and corporate meetings also. 

Please get in touch to discuss.  



SHIPBOURNE FARMERS’ MARKET: FEBRUARY 
‘BUY LOCAL’ YOUR NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIO!!  
You’ll eat more healthily, food will taste better and you’ll save money by 
shopping locally with the seasons.  In addition you will be supporting small 
local producers. 
2020, the strangest of years: 
¾ In January, we found that we had won the best (national) Farmers 

Market, awarded by the Farm Retail Association. 
¾ In March it became obvious that the market would have to close under 

the Covid Lock Down Regulations, even though Farmers Markets are 
classified as a Retail Food Outlets.  However, following a ‘brain 
storming session’ with the Parish Council  we developed a SAFE 
SHOPPING approach by combining an On-line ordering with a ‘Drive 
Thru’ pick up. 

¾ By the first week of April we had the first market up and running, which 
meant we did not close at all!  

¾ In June we were included in the Governments list of ‘Great 
Innovations’ in the Covid crisis. 

¾ In October we planned to revert back to the Church but with the onset 
of more Covid outbreaks in Kent we decided we already had a very 
safe solution.  The lack of space in the Church and the Church 
Approach would have also made it difficult to introduce social 
distancing. 

¾ Although the numbers attending the on line market declined during the 
summer months, we experienced a rapid increase by December.  We 
have also found that those who do attend spend far more as many 
customers making it their main shop, combined with the fact that there 
is no need to carry any heavy produce (as all purchases  are placed 
into the boot of your car !!). 

¾ In December we learnt that we had won the Kent Life award for the 
‘Most innovative Food and Drink initiative’.  Two of our Producers, 
Greensand Distillery and The Bakehouse at 124, also won Awards for 
their Category  

¾ In January we are once again back in Lockdown and we intend to 
continue with the present solution as we still see it as SAFER, more 
comfortable (sitting in your car) and much more efficient than shopping 
in a supermarket.   

The market re-opened on the 7th January, a week earlier than planned to 
enable shoppers stock up their larders and freezers following the latest 
Lockdown…. 
  
For more information about shopping On-line and our Producers, go to 
www.shipbournefm.co.uk and start shopping! 

Bob Taylor 



JANUARY COOKERY COLUMN 
FABULOUS FEBRUARY FOWL 
Guinea fowl, in season at this time of year, tastes like a cross between 
chicken and turkey, and is very lean and yummy. 
Normandy Guinea Fowl (Waitrose) 
6 crisp, eating apples    50g butter   
1 tbsp calvados or brandy   150ml cider   
100ml double cream or crème fraiche   1 guinea fowl 
Oven 180°C.  Peel, core and thickly slice apples. Melt ½ butter in a heavy 
casserole.  Add apples and cider, cover, and cook briskly for 10 mins.  
Remove lid.  Boil for 5 mins to reduce.  Joint guinea fowl into four.  Melt 
remaining butter in a frying pan, season the guinea fowl and brown until 
golden.  Bury meat into the apples.  Tuck a piece of grease proof paper 
over the pan contents.  Add lid.  Bake 30 mins.  Remove meat, cover with 
foil and rest  Put apples over heat and bring to the boil.  Add alcohol and 
after a few mins add the cream.  Boil to reduce sauce. Adjust seasoning 
and serve with the meat. Serves 2 
Lemon Roasted Guinea Fowl  (Good Housekeeping) 
1 guinea fowl    3 bay leaves, torn up 
2 lemons - zest and juice of one, one quartered lengthways 
5 thyme sprigs    25g butter 
1 tbsp black peppercorns, crushed 100ml white wine 
150ml hot chicken stock   2 tbsp redcurrant jelly 
Oven 200°C.  Put lemon zest, juice, bay, thyme and peppercorns in a bowl 
rub all over the bird.  Cover and marinate 1hr – re-rubbing the bird after 30 
mins. Put bird in a roasting tin, breast side down, stuff with lemon quarters 
and butter.  Pour in stock.  Roast 50 min.  Turn bird over.  Roast for 20 min. 
Put bird on a board.  Cover with foil and rest.  Put roasting tin on heat and 
scrape up the juices. Add redcurrant jelly, wine and 50ml water to create a 
gravy.  Simmer 3-5 min.  Season.  Joint bird and serve. Serves 2. 

Morag Welham 
FROM YOUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
My last column ended waiting for a second letter from the two planning 
Inspectors, who are examining the Tonbridge & Malling Draft Local Plan.  
This has now been forthcoming.  The Inspectors wrote to Tonbridge & 
Malling Borough Council on 15th December 2020.  The letter sets out in 
great detail the very significant concerns expressed by the Inspectors in 
connection with the processes, or lack thereof, in drafting the Tonbridge & 
Malling Local Plan.  The letter is lengthy running to six pages, but the most 
impactful is paragraph 18 which I reproduce below. 
 
‘On the basis of the evidence currently before us, for the reasons set out 
above, it is reasonable to conclude, having carefully considered all the 
evidence, that the Council has failed to engage constructively, actively and 
on an ongoing basis in preparation of the plan, so far as it relates to the 



strategic matter of (new) housing, and that the ‘Duty to Cooperate’ 
(between councils) in Section 33A of the 2004 Act has not been complied 
with. This cannot be remedied during the examination of the plan.’  
 
The Inspectors then invite T&MBC to consider and respond to their letter 
and also wrote: 
 
‘In the light of our serious concerns regarding the Duty to Cooperate’ as set 
out above, we consider it a very strong likelihood that there will be no other 
option other than to invite you to withdraw the plan from examination or, 
failing that, for us to issue a final report recommending that the plan is not 
adopted because of a failure to meet the Duty to Cooperate in accordance 
with our duties under the (Planning Act.) 
 
No doubt Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council will want time to consider 
their options, such as they are.  No doubt they will be in touch with the 
Inspectorate to consider such processes as remain open to them.  In the 
way of these things, it is likely to take some months and so having reached 
this juncture, I do not intend to write further on this subject for the 
foreseeable future.  I anticipate that one way or another, the draft local plan 
is unlikely to proceed in its present format. 
 
In December the Government announced that KCC were to be granted 
powers to prevent HGV ‘fly parking’ in East Kent boroughs and districts.  At 
the time of writing, HGV cross channel traffic in 2021 has been remarkably 
light and consequently action required in HGV parking enforcement using 
the new powers has been limited.  I am however, concerned that in the 
medium term, as cross channel HGV traffic rebuilds, HGV drivers and 
operators will come to understand that they will incur penalty charges for ‘fly 
parking’ in East Kent, but not in West Kent.  Please feel free to email me at 
the address below, if you find increased HGV ‘fly parking’ adversely impacts 
you or your community.  I want to track any displacement HGV ‘fly parking’ 
from East to West Kent to ensure fair parking enforcement. 
 
I know from those who have recently emailed me on the matter that home 
educating children presents multiple problems for parents of children who 
would, but for the current pandemic, be attending school with all the social 
benefits that brings.  You have my full sympathy and my assurance that I 
will be using my very best endeavours to ensure that, once the present 
prohibition on schools opening is lifted, KCC moves swiftly to reopen 
schools. 
 
Harry Rayner, Kent County Councillor 
Tel: 03000 421606 Email: Harry.Rayner@kent.gov.uk 
 



KENT POLICE: FROM OUR PCSO 
Dear residents, 
Kent Police have had an increase of calls lately from residents whereby 
they have received calls on the landline phone from someone claiming to 
be a Metropolitan Police officer.  This officer will claim that someone has 
been arrested with a cloned card in your name and that they need your 
help, this officer will tell you their force/collar number and they will tell you to 
ring 191 (101 is the correct number to call) to confirm with the Metropolitan 
Police control room.  If the person has rung on the landline then they will 
have an open line for around ten minutes even after you have put the 
phone down so please make sure you have a dialling tone before you make 
any further calls or use a mobile phone if you have one?  
The scammers will then proceed to tell you that they need you to withdraw 
large amounts of cash from your bank, but you must not tell anyone or the 
bank due to someone in the bank giving out fraudulent notes.  This is not 
the case and any Police Force will NOT call members of the Public asking 
for them to help the Police with an ongoing investigation.  
If you receive any unsolicited calls claiming the above, please end the call 
and report it to Kent Police.  The non-emergency number for any Police 
Force in the UK is 101.  
Please think before giving out any private details, bank account/card 
numbers that it could be a scammer . Remember that Banks and Police will 
never ask for money or passwords and ALWAYS check if the caller is 
genuine. 
Kind Regards 
PCSO Mark Thomas  
 
NOTES FROM PLAXTOL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 4/01/21 
 
Minutes of meeting held via Zoom on 4 January 2021 at 8.00pm 
 
Present: Cllrs P Thomas (Chairman), D Beynon, M Brewin, M Carboni, J 

Denham, G French, M Hiddleston, S Knights; L Thomas (Clerk); Boro 
Cllr W Palmer; Kent County Cllr H Rayner; 2 members of the public  

 
Apologies: Cllr J Budworth; Boro Cllrs T Shaw, M Taylor 
 
Matters raised by the public / Borough Councillors 
Two members of the public were present to comment on planning application 
TM/20/02778/FL, Church Cottage. The following objections were noted: 
x the inappropriateness of a modern building in a historic setting within a Conservation 

Area and AONB, and in the context of the adjacent Grade II listed buildings; 
x the contravention of the Parish Plan and Design Statement with regard to backland 

development; 



x the visibility and scale of the building, which is disproportionate to the size of the garden 
and to its stated use; 

x the design of the building which does not reflect the local vernacular; 
x the description of the building as ‘temporary’; 
x the construction of a fence without planning permission; 
x over development of the site. 
The Chairman thanked the members of the public for their contribution. He invited the Boro 
Cllr and County Cllr present to make a report if they wished to do so. 
 
Boro Cllr Palmer confirmed that the Government had announced a national lockdown with 
school closures until at least the February school half term. She reported that local hospitals 
were under huge strain. Summer school exams had been cancelled. 
Kent County Cllr Rayner confirmed that the HGV issues experienced before Christmas by 
the County had improved. The spread of Covid had increased in the west side of the 
Borough and the ambulance service in Kent was stretched with support being provided from 
neighbouring Councils in Surrey and Sussex. 
He confirmed that the Parish Council’s request for funding to assist with expenses in hiring a 
highways consultant had been successful. 

 
Declarations of interest 
In the interests of transparency, Cllr Hiddleston declared an interest in planning application 
TM/20/02778/FL, Church Cottage, a neighbouring property. There is no DPI or Other 
Significant Interest in this case. 
 
Minutes of last meeting 
The minutes of the meeting of 7 December 2020 were approved and signed by the 
Chairman, with the following amendment: item 14 amended to read ‘Cllr Denham advised 
that she had received a suggestion to locate a bench on Dux Lane …’ 

 
Matters arising 
Item 14 (i): Cllr Denham advised that she had investigated the issue of locating a bench on 
Dux Lane, but that no suitable location had been identified and she would not be pursing the 
matter further. 
 
Planning 
This item was moved up the agenda for the benefit of the members of public present. 
Planning training update. The Chairman advised that KALC had resumed the provision of 
planning training so the provision of training sessions from an independent source would not 
now be pursued. A KALC session was due to take place in January and Cllrs Brewin and 
Carboni had enrolled. 
 



Planning applications. 
Parish council decisions 
Church Cottage, Church Hill 
Erection of a detached outbuilding in the garden to be used as a home office.  
Cllr Hiddleston withdrew for this item.  
Cllr Carboni advised that four letters of objection had been received. The Planning Group’s 
recommendation was to object to the application on the grounds of over development, the 
size of the building, its inappropriateness located in a Conservation Area and AONB, 
contravention of the Design Statement, the use of materials out of keeping with the 
surrounding Grade II listed buildings, detrimental impact to the Green Belt contrary to the 
NPPF, contravention of TMBC’s Core Strategy policies. Subject to the approval of the Parish 
Council, a request had been made to call the application in to Area 2 Planning Committee in 
the event that the Planning Officer was minded to approve it.  
Councillors agreed to accept the Planning Group’s proposal to object to the planning 
application on the grounds outlined and to approve the request for the application to be 
called in. 
It was agreed that the Parish Council would pursue the issue of the erection of the fence 
without prior planning permission and its link to the previous planning decision regarding the 
erection of the new dwelling. 
Cllr Hiddleston rejoined the meeting. 
Claygate House, Winfield Lane 
Conversion of part of the existing barn into living accommodation at first floor level, and 
insertion of windows at ground floor level to existing music room and workshop. This will be 
used as an annexe to the host house. No objection. 
14 The Street, Plaxtol 
Installation of external flue for domestic wood burner. No objection. 

 
TMBC decisions 
Bartons Farm, Yopps Green  
Create a separate unit of residential accommodation. Removal of modern link and swimming 
pool.  Construction of link/extension, associated landscaping works (revisions to scheme 
approved under TM/19/01077/FL). Granted permission/consent. Parish Council had not 
objected to this application. 
Brookfields, Long Mill Lane 
Cut back branches from Oak tree to boundary approx 3-4 meters. Granted consent. Parish 
Council had not objected to this application. 
Claygate House, Winfield Lane 
Conversion of part of the existing barn into living accommodation at first floor level, and 
insertion of windows at ground floor level to existing music room and workshop. Withdrawn. 
Parish Council had not objected to this application. 



 
 
Manderley, The Street 
Part demolition and extension of detached barn outbuilding within the curtilage of a grade II 
listed building. Granted permission, with conditions. Parish Council had objected to this 
application but noted that the imposed conditions had resolved the issues raised. 
St Michaels Cottage, The Street 
Single storey rear extension with covered terrace area conversion, alteration and extension 
of garage, new front entrance and open porch, alterations to door/window openings and 
revised site entrance and new gates. Granted permission. Parish Council had not objected 
to this application. 
 
Council Matters 
i) The Chairman confirmed that Cllr Dan Beynon was now formally co-opted to the Parish 
Council and welcomed him to his first meeting.  
 
ii) Councillor responsibilities were updated to include: Cllr Hiddleston as a representative on 
Joint Parish Councils Transport Consultative Group (JPCTCG); Cllr Beynon to assist with 
Highways & Transport issues and with Police Liaison. Councillors were reminded that 
updates to their website profiles were required. 
 
(iii) Cllr Carboni advised that the LGA Code of Conduct had been updated. It was likely that 
an update to the Kent Code, which the Parish Council had adopted, would follow.  TMBC 
were currently reviewing the updated LGA Code and would be advising on further action in 
due course. 
 
Payments & Finance 
i) Budget 2021-2022. Councillors had received a draft budget for consideration.  For the 
coming year increases in General Administration, possible changes to Clerk salary and 
provision for IT had been factored in.  Sums had also been set aside for highways work in 
relation to the parking issues currently being considered and for completion of the street light 
replacement.  A 0% increase in precept was being recommended for 2021-22.  Councillors 
were advised that referendum principles would not be applied to Parish Councils in the 
forthcoming year.  It was noted, however, that there had been a slight decrease in the tax 
base figure and consequently a 0% increase would result in a real terms 0.3% increase, 
giving an annual increase of £0.18 for a Band A property, £0.21 for a Band B property and 
£0.26 for a Band D property.  Cllr Knights proposed adoption of a budget of £53,042, with a 
0% increase in precept, resulting in projected income of £50,582 with a deficit of expenditure 
over income of £2,460.  This was seconded by Cllr Hiddleston and unanimously agreed. 
 
ii) Receipts & Payments. A financial statement and bank reconciliation was distributed to 
members. Councillors noted that the actual December payment to Eon Energy had been 
£56.89 as opposed to an estimated £61. 

 



 
 
 
The following receipts were noted:    £ 

Interest      0.14 
UKPN: refund on street light road closure            1,221.60 
The following payments were approved:   £ 
Commercial Services: grounds maintenance Oct-Nov  475.39 
Highways consultancy fee re parking   160.00 

 Jim Riches: web re-design & update   750.00 
 KALC: Councillor training    120.00 
 Streetlights: street light replacement 2020            13,020.00 
 Plaxtol Parochial Church Council: Herald donation            1,250.00 
 TSW Counselling Centre: donation   100.00 
 Kent, Surrey, Sussex Air Ambulance: donation  600.00 
 Victim Support: donation    200.00 
 Clerk salary & reimbursements December 2020  741.64 
 Eon energy: street lighting December 2020    58.79 

 
Emergency Plan 
Cllr French advised that almost all permissions for the publication of contact details in the 
Emergency Plan had been received and that she was aiming for a March publication date. 

 
Meeting Feedback 
KALC, 10.12.20. Cllr Thomas had attended this meeting which had presented updates on 
TMBC’s climate and waste disposal strategies.  The public search function on TMBC’s 
planning website remained an issue, as did fly tipping in the Borough which had increased in 
volume, proving difficult to resolve. 

 
Recreation Grounds 
Cllr Denham advised that a resident had requested some reduction in height to large silver 
birches in the Spoute Recreation Ground which overshadowed her garden.  It was agreed 
that H&E Tree Services should be asked to advise on the issue.  Cllr Denham also reported 
that an informal access to the recreation ground had been made in the hedge bordering the 
neighbouring field admitting dogs and dog walkers. Councillors agreed to obtain costings for 
a replacement fence. 
The Chairman reported that he had spoken to the householder regarding the gate in their 
rear fence giving direct access to the recreation ground.  He had been advised that the 
fence had always had a gate, but that in having replaced the fence, the gate had now 
become more apparent.  KALC had advised that the Parish Council had a responsibility to 
maintain the integrity of its land and therefore to retain control of access . Councillors agreed 
that the gate presented issues regarding precedence and the Parish Council’s ability to 
secure the ground.  The Chairman and Cllr Denham will pursue this issue. 



 
 
Highways & Transport 
i) TMBC parking policy meeting, 17.12.20. Cllr Carboni had attended this meeting which had 
covered the following issues: 
x the procedures for work to the highways;  
x that there were 11 parking enforcements only for the entire borough; 
x that the lead time for work to be undertaken by KCC was approximately 2½ years. 
x ii) Parking issues.  Cllr Carboni advised that the procedure for introducing changes to 

the highway at the pinch point below the Papermakers Arms would be to submit a 
formal proposal to KCC, with the support of the County Member.  The highways 
consultant had provided further images of the relevant part of the highway showing the 
effect of extending verges/hedges to reduce the width of the carriageway.  It was noted 
that a financial contribution from the Parish Council for any agreed works would be 
expected.  A contribution could also be sought from the County Member.  It was agreed 
that the issue needed further investigation and that Cllrs Beynon, Carboni and Thomas 
would formulate a proposal to resolve the issue for presentation at the March meeting.  

 
Any Other Business 
Cllr French reported that the Memorial Hall remained closed other than for the operation of 
the nursery school. A Covid-19 grant had been secured to help offset income losses.  
 
Date of Next Meeting: 
Monday 1 February 2021 at 8 pm 

 
 
 

The Zoom link for the Parish Council meetings is published on the agenda the 
preceding Wednesday.  This is available online – or it’s posted at the Memorial Hall 
notice board – or it can be obtained from the Clerk: 

Linda Thomas on 810600 – or:  clerk@plaxtol.com 
 

 
 
 

 
COPY DATE FOR MARCH HERALD IS 10TH FEBRUARY 

Please send anything for inclusion in the Plaxtol Herald to the Editor Peter 
Crossley at: crossley.wellington@outlook.com (810801) AND to the Deputy 
Editor Peter Brewin at: pbrewin@gmail.com(810361).  
Anything received after that date may be held over until the Aprilh edition 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 



 

Kevin Aiston 
Complete Building Service 

(Over 20 years experience with W O Durlings of Ightham) 
Roofing      Extensions 
Painting   Decorating  All Repairs 

Plastering     Conversions 
Free Estimates      -     Prompt Reliable Service 

Telephone  -  01732 883832  -  Anytime 
Email:  aiston04@aol.com  Mobile  -  07734 214334 

 

 
 

HOUSE and PET SERVICES 
 

Pop-in services      Dog walking 
House and Pet sitting 

 

Fully accredited and insured 
National Association of Pet Sitters and Dog Walkers 

Very competitive rates 
 

Contact: Jon Reynolds Tel: 07704 685947 
email: jrinkent@btinternet.com 
www.narpsuk.co.uk/profile/jrinkent 

www.findalocalpetsitter.co.uk/profile/jrinkent 
 

 
 

   IANHOLLOBON 
       HEATING AND PLUMBING 
 
Full Heating Design and Installation      Landlord Certificates and Servicing 

Unvented Cylinders and Accumulators 
Water Softeners and Filters  All Domestic Plumbing 

07887 726 275 hollobon@virginmedia.com 
 

 

         



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Half page – 12cm x 9cm (approx) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       CHIMNEY SWEEP 

 
 

x Traditional Brush & Hepa Vacuum 
x Smoke Testing & Insurance Certificate Inc. 
x Fully Insured 
x ICS Registered 
x Installation Advice Given 

 
 

E. COLEMAN 

01732 810053 
Dunks Green, Tonbridge 



      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE AERIAL MAN 
Family run business – Welcome to the Digital Age 

BT VISION ~ AERIAL INSTALLATION 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE ~ SPECIAL RATES FOR OAP’S 

         PLAXTOL 
              01732 883542 

 

 

 

 

 

EMMA PEACOCK 
BSc  MChS  SRCh 

 
HCPC Registered 

Chiropodist/Podiatrist 
Specialising in providing a 
comprehensive foot health 
care service – including the 
treatment of corns, calluses, 
verrucae, ingrown toenails 

and nail surgery 
 

South Park Medical 
Services 

South Park 
Sevenoaks, Kent 

TN13 1ED 
 

01732 742529 

  



 
 

We look forward to welcoming you soon! 
 

Wellington Wednesday is back! 
Its great to be open again! Thank you for all your support and  

 
Opening hours 

         DRINKS                                    FOOD                                                                                                          
   Wednesday 5 -11                    Wednesday 6-9:30        
   Thursday   12 - 3 & 5 -11        Thursday   12 – 2:30 & 6 -9:30                                                                                         
Friday        12 - 3 & 5 -11        Friday        12 – 2:30 & 6 -9:30                                                        
   Saturday    12 - 11                   Saturday    12 - 9:30      
   Sunday      12 - 5                     Sunday      12 - 4 

 
Advance bookings would be ideal, where possible, thanks! 

 
When you visit you’ll find the same relaxed, friendly country pub & 

restaurant that you all know and love, with just a few changes in place for 
everyone’s safety. 

We’ve updated our seasonal menus with great local ingredients, bringing 
back our lovely Wine Menu, Guest Beer & of course our Gintastic Gin Shelf!  

 
 

Papermakers Arms, The Street, Plaxtol, TN15 0QJ 
01732 810407        Info@PAPERMAKERSARMS.COM 

 
WWW.PAPERMAKERSARMS.COM 

   



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Kentish 
Rifleman 

Dunk’s Green, TN11 9RU 
 

The team at the Kentish Rifleman 
hopes you enjoyed Christmas 

 

We thank those who are keeping us 
going for their support in 2020 

 

We look forward to seeing you as soon 
as possible in a more positive 2021 

 

Please do keep an eye out on our social media 
or website or call us on 810727 

             and www.thekentishrifleman.co.uk 
 

 A well-established family business, Ruxley Manor is one of the 
largest garden centres in the south east of England, offering all of 
the following and more for your home and garden: 

Garden Furniture and BBQ’s  Outdoor Plants 
Compost and Stoneware   House Plants 
Pets and Aquatics   Garden Care 
Landscaping    Bird Care 
The Mulberry Tree Restaurant  Food Hall 
Homeware, Gifts Toys and Clothes 

Opening Times: 
Mon – Sat: 9am to 5.30pm.  Sunday: 10am to 4pm 

Over 500 free car parking spaces 
Visit: www.ruxley-manor.co.uk for full details or call: 020 8300 0084 
Ruxley Manor Garden Centre, Maidstone Road, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 

5BQ 


