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S. M. GOULD 
Horticultural & Forestry Contractor 

 
Seasoned Firewood – available all year round 

 
8 ton Digger or 2.5 ton Digger  
available for all ground works 

Paddock mowing - rolling - harrowing 
 

Grange Hill Wood Yard,  
Grange Hill, Plaxtol, Kent, TN15 0RG 

 
Tel: (01732) 811060 or 07702 475 321 

Email: logsdirectsevenoaks@hotmail.co.uk 
Website: www.logsdirectsevenoaks.co.uk 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

East Peckham Osteopaths 
Anthony Picknett and Louise James 

 

Children’s clinic, sports injuries and all muscle and joint problems  

23 Old Road, East Peckham. TN12 5AR   Tel: 01622 873481 
 

 

PLAXTOL MEMORIAL HALL 
Available for club meetings, children’s parties 

private functions, wedding receptions 
For bookings: ring Lizzie Hill on 811478 

or email:  nevishill@googlemail.com 
 

 

 

KEMSING WATER SOFTENERS 
Ten Year Guarantee 

Drinking Water Systems 
‘Exchange’ Softeners - Free Fitting 

‘Harveys’ block salt, Tablets and Granules 
Free comprehensive survey and after sales service 

01732 760471 
www.kemsingsofteners.co.uk 

 

 

  

 

Internal Alterations and 
Refurbishments 

Extensions, Conversions, 
Bathrooms 

Replacement Kitchens 
Tel – 01732 884036 

www.joseph-pcl.com 
 

     Mobiles – 07884 490664 
        or 07831 204113 

Website – www.joseph-pcl.com 
 

No bookings being taken until further notice 



 
 

 
 

 

      SUE LAMB, MA 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tel:  01732 811241 
 

Email:  slamb07@btinternet.com 
Website:  suelambsculptures.co.uk 
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PARISH DIARY: MARCH 2021 

  
WEEKDAYS Morning Prayer is normally said in Plaxtol Church at 8.30 am 
 
Monday 1st 8 pm Plaxtol Parish Council on Zoom  

(access details at end of minutes) 
Wednesday 3rd 11 & 8 pm Lent Study Groups No. 2 by Zoom 
Thursday 4th 9 -10.15  Farmers’ Market on line – for collection  

at Village Hall 
7.45 pm Plaxtol W.I. on Zoom 

SUNDAY  
3rd Sunday in 
Lent 

7th 8.00 am Holy Communion 
9.30  Parish Communion at Shipbourne 
11.00 Family Service with Communion 
 Readings for Principal Service: 

     Exodus 20: 1-17 
     1 Corinthians 1: 18-25 
     John 2: 13-22 

Monday 8th 8 pm Plaxtol Men’s Society on Zoom (see 
minutes) 

Tuesday 9th 8 pm Plaxtol Local History Group on Zoom 
 (see minutes) 

Wednesday 10th 11 & 8 pm Lent Study Groups No. 3 by Zoom 
Thursday 11th 9 -10.15   Farmers’ Market on line – for collection  

at Village Hall 
SUNDAY 
Mothering 
Sunday 
4th Sunday in 
Lent 

14th 8.00 am Holy Communion at Shipbourne 
9.30 Mothering Sunday Family Service at 

Shipbourne 
11.00 Mothering Sunday Family Communion 
 Readings for Principal Service: 

     Numbers 21: 4-9 
     Ephesians 2: 1-10 
     John 3: 14-21 

Wednesday 17th 11 & 8 pm Lent Study Groups No. 4 by Zoom 
7.45 pm Plaxtol PCC 

Thursday 18th 9 -10.15 Farmers’ Market on line – for collection  
at Village Hall 

SUNDAY 
Passion 
Sunday  
(5th Sunday in 
Lent) 

21st 8.00 am Holy Communion 
9.30 am Parish Communion at Shipbourne 
11.00 “Community@11” in Plaxtol Church 
 Readings for Principal Service: 

     Jeremiah 31: 31-34 
     Hebrews 5: 5-10 
     John 12: 20-33 



 
Wednesday 24th 11 & 8 pm Lent Study Groups No. 5 by Zoom 
Thursday 25th 9 -10.15  Farmers’ Market on line – for collection  

at Village Hall 
SUNDAY 
Palm Sunday 

28th 8.00 am Holy Communion at Shipbourne 
9.15 am Procession of Palms at Shipbourne 
10.45 Procession of Palms from School to 

Church at Plaxtol 
11.00 Parish Communion 
 Readings for Principal Service: (c) 

     Mark 11: 1-11        
Monday 29th 9 pm Compline at Shipbourne 
Tuesday 30th 9 pm Compline at Plaxtol 
Wednesday 31st  Plaxtol School Term 4 ends 

9 pm Compline at Shipbourne 
Maundy 
Thursday 

1st 8 pm Holy Communion and Gethsemane 
Narrative at Shipbourne 

 
Note: services in Italics are provisional owing to Lockdown. 

 
 

CHURCH EVENTS DURING COVID-19 
 

As a response to continuing advice from the Government and Diocese all 
events normally organised by the Church are cancelled until further notice: 
Coffee Cake & Company, Community Bread Basket, Mums Ahoy, Lent 
Plus, Bible Study at the Mallows Ivy Hatch, CMS Group at Salmons Barn. 
The church continues to be open during the week for private prayers only, 
but not for services at present (see Rector’s letter) 
 
 

 
 

For enquiries about baptisms, weddings, funerals, hospital and home visits, 
and Holy Communion at home please contact: 

Rector of Shipbourne with Plaxtol: Rev Dr Peter Hayler 
The Rectory, The Street, Plaxtol (opposite the Papermaker’s Arms) 

Telephone 01732 811 081 email: rectorswp@gmail.com 
Normally he takes Friday as a day off except if there is an emergency 

 



RECTOR’S LETTER 
 
Wait for it! 
 
A third lock-down, and in the winter months, is proving to be tough.  As we 
see the early signs of spring in the increased hours of daylight and new 
growth in our gardens, we long for the liberty to enjoy one another’s 
company, but we know we must wait until the government signals a safe 
easing of restrictions, and while vaccinations continue. 
 
Similarly, our churches’ governing bodies, the PCCs, have been waiting for 
the signs that it is safe enough, and not contrary to the spirit of government 
messaging, for us to return to public corporate worship.  We know we must 
continue to be disciplined and careful in maintaining social distancing, in re-
introducing singing, and sticking to other safety precautions. 
 
The first services to be cancelled last year were for Mothering Sunday.  We 
are hoping to be back in time to celebrate Mothering Sunday this year: 
March 14th – 9.30 in Shipbourne and 11:00 in Plaxtol – but please continue 
to watch for announcements in church porches, on church or parish 
Facebook pages and our web-pages within the respective civil Parish 
Council web-sites.  Meanwhile, in order to prepare for Holy Week and 
Easter (April 4th), we are getting on with our Lenten groups by Zoom; almost 
everyone is an astronaut these days!  Once again, details of these are 
posted on our various social-media outlets. 
 
Financial Update  
Last autumn we launched an appeal for the £6000 shortfall we were facing 
regarding the cost of important maintenance work to our church building. 
Thanks to your generosity we have now raised £5792, so we are very 
nearly there.  The work itself is partially complete but we must wait for drier 
weather to finish the rest.  Our warmest thanks to all who have supported 
and made this possible. 
 
We are also pleased to have reached the end of 2020 ‘in the black’ rather 
than ‘in the red’.  Our parish accounts are published in the run up to our 
annual meeting (May 5th).  Despite the fact that the worst of the pandemic is 
likely behind us, it is widely thought that this year will be more challenging 
financially, so please do continue to support your local church.  Any 
enquiries about regular tax-efficient giving or legacy giving can be directed 
to plaxtolchurchtreasurer@gmail.com 
 

Peter Hayler, Rector  
 
 
 



 
 
 

    EASTER LILIES 
   If you would like a lily arranged in Plaxtol 
                                    Church in memory of a loved one this Easter  
                             –     please contact Sharon Williams on: 

                   07856 473463 and leave a message or send a 
                       text and she will contact you for details of people 
                       you wish to be remembered. 
 
                      Donations could be made by delivering direct to: 

Plaxtol Church Treasurer, 3 Haslemere Cottages, The Street, Plaxtol,  
Kent, TN15 0QG.                     Or by BACS to: 

Plaxtol PCC:   Sort Code: 40-52-40:   Account No:  00020207 
Please use “your name & Lilies” as a reference 

 

 
 
 
 

PRAYER PARTNERS 
Plaxtol Church has a “Prayer Partner Scheme” 

which runs annually from Easter. 
If you wish to take part this year – here’s how it could work: 
Preferred method – please email your name and address to: 
 

Adrienne Brewin at:  abrewin2@gmail.com 
 

Or, alternatively, post or deliver your name and address indicating you 
would like to take part in the scheme to: 
 

Adrienne Brewin, Ash Tree Cottage, School Lane, Shipbourne, TN11 9RT 
 

When all the entries have been received you will be sent the name of a 
person to pray for during the year. 

Next Easter send them an Easter card telling them 
that you have been their Prayer Partner. 

 

 
 

 



 
OUR CHURCHES AND COVID 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Sunday 24th January 20 church members from both PCC's and choirs 
took part in an experiment.  The idea was to test using Zoom to enable us 
to sing along to popular hymns.  We also tried out dividing into “Breakout 
Rooms”  and discussed our experiences of the Covid Lockdown. 
 
PLAXTOL WI FEBRUARY REPORT 
We have been so fortunate with our speakers since we started using Zoom 
in the autumn and our February speaker was no exception. Paul Laundy is 
a guide at both Chartwell and Ightham Mote and he agreed to change his 
original talk to an on-screen one even though he had never used Zoom 
before. We enjoyed hearing and seeing his presentation of “Churchill and 
Chartwell”, which included as much history as time would allow, a selection 
of excellent nostalgic photographs and many of Churchill’s well-known and 
characteristically pithy quotes!  
 
Our next two speakers will be on our usual “first Thursdays”. 
March 4th Janie Ramsay on “The Windsor Style” – the extravagance of the 
Duke & Duchess of Windsor. (Who knew?) 
April 1st  Andy Thomas on “Lewes Bonfire Night”.   
(ok, so hardly a ‘timely’ talk but better late than never…) 

Penny Court  

 



 
PLAXTOL MENS SOCIETY FEBRUARY MEETING 
The second meeting of the New Year was held on Zoom. For this we 
welcomed an invited speaker, Ken I’Anson. Ken has a long and 
distinguished career in finance; more recently he has travelled the world 
training bankers. To his talk entitled “Banking and Risk: the Good the 
Bad and the Ugly” he brought a wealth of experience of banks worldwide. 
Ken started by pointing out that while banking was one of the largest UK 
industries, contributing 7% of the economy, it had not been well served in 
Brexit. During the negotiations, both US and Japan had set up operations in 
the EU and several large UK banks had transferred significant operations to 
the EU. However Ken believes London will retain its global importance. 
To match the title of his talk, Ken listed the “Seven deadly sins of Banking”. 
These included secret lending to a bank’s own shareholders, and special 
deals with dodgy governments.  
 
The shock of the 2008 banking crisis had shown the weakness of “light 
touch” regulation (Gordon Brown and Alan Greenspan please stand up).   
Subsequent regulatory requirements to hold greater liquidity had stood 
banks well in the recent crisis (technical freaks can google MINSKY RULES 
and BASEL 3). 
 
Ken reminded us of several famous “bubbles” in UK history including the 
first, the Dutch Tulip Mania of 1630 and the London market South Sea 
Bubble of 1720. More recently the first bank run for 150 years as Northern 
Rock failed in 2007.  
 
David Rockefeller was held up as the “good”; Fred the Shred as the “bad” 
and Bernard Madoff as the “ugly”.  
 
Covid – how do we pay for it all? Ken left this in the air, although the 
indebtedness of most countries outside wartime was unprecedented, low 
interest rates were making government largesse to business feasible. 
Paradoxically banks are now awash with cash! 
 
There was a lively discussion. The chairman, Tom Hogg, thanked Ken 
warmly and advertised our next meeting for 8 pm March 8th when Carol 
Crossley will make a presentation on this years chosen charity, the 
Church Pastoral Team, and our Rector Dr Peter Hayler will speak on 
“Chaplain to Wagon Wheels”.  
 

Peter Brewin, Sec 



 
FEBRUARY COOKERY COLUMN 
A BIT ON THE SIDE! 
There are many lovely vegetables in season right now – so why not get 
adventurous with some side dishes? 
 
Braised Cabbage with Bacon 
1 Savoy cabbage, cored + shredded  2 tsp fennel seeds 
2 tbsp crème fraiche    85ml dry white wine 
2 tbsp fresh chopped parsley   55g butter 
110g smoked streaky bacon, de-rinded + chopped 
Melt butter in large pan.  Add bacon. Cook 3-4 mins.  Add cabbage and 
mix.  Add wine and season well.  Cover and cook gently for 10 mins.  Stir in 
fennel seeds, parsley and crème fraiche.  Warm.  Serve. 
 
Mushroom and Parsnip Rösti (Anna James) 
Olive or rapeseed oil       3 garlic cloves, sliced 
Small bunch thyme, leaves picked    2 red onions, sliced 
2 carrots, finely chopped     250g swede, finely chopped  
7fl oz white wine or vegetable stock    1 tbsp Dijon mustard 
1 tbsp Worcestershire sauce     2-4 tbsp crème fraîche 
2 tbsp wholegrain mustard     3 small parsnips, grated 
750g mixed mushrooms, roughly chopped 
Small bunch flatleaf parsley, roughly chopped 
Oven 180C.  Large ovenproof pan on high heat.  Add glug oil.  Sauté 
mushrooms in batches until brown and put in a bowl.  Add glug oil, garlic, 
thyme, onions, carrots and swede and season.  Cook 10 mins.  Add 
mushrooms, wine or stock and simmer until almost all liquid has 
evaporated.  Add Worc. sauce, mustards, parsley and crème fraiche.  Cook 
gently for few mins.  Season parsnips.  Pile on top.  Leave little gap around 
the edge.  Drizzle with oil.  Bake 40 mins, until crisp. 
 
Cheesy Leeks (Justine Pattison) 
4 slender leeks trimmed, cut into 3cm pieces 
2 tbsp white breadcrumbs   200ml milk 
20g butter, plus extra for greasing  20g plain flour 
100g cheddar cheese, finely grated  1 tsp mustard 
Oven 200C.  Cook leeks in boiling water until tender. Drain over a bowl to 
reserve water.  Lightly butter a shallow 1L baking dish.  Put in leeks.  Add 
butter to the empty pan.  Melt gently.  Stir in flour.  Cook 15 secs stirring. 
Gradually stir in milk and a ladleful of the reserved water to make sauce. 
Add mustard, ½ cheese and season.  Simmer 1–2 mins, stirring.  Pour over 
leeks.  Mix ½ cheese with breadcrumbs.  Sprinkle on top.  Bake for 12–15 
mins or until golden brown.  

Morag Welham 



FROM PLAXTOL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Plaxtol Primary School bursting with pride at our resilient children… 
 
Lockdown learning is fully underway at Plaxtol Primary School, and we 
couldn’t be prouder of how hard our children are working at home. 
 
Following a combination of written lessons, recorded video lessons and 
regular online sessions (including our weekly spelling tests!), our children 
are sending in their hard work daily, so that teachers can provide written 
feedback and encouragement. At the end of each day there is an instalment 
of a story for the children to listen to, and virtual gold stars and certificates 

are also being awarded. 
 
Each child has been sent a 
brand new skipping rope and a 
programme of skipping activities 
to ensure they are keeping 
active, alongside our PE 
programme which has a wealth 
of online PE lessons to follow, 
using all sorts of household 
items instead of PE equipment. 
Frying pan and sock ball tennis 
skills anyone? 

 
Our teaching staff are all working incredibly hard making sure that the 
children are keeping well, both academically and mentally. We miss all the 
children terribly and can’t wait for everyone to be back in school. 
 
We would like to say a big thank you to all the parents and carers who are 
supporting the children amazingly during their learning. We know how hard 
it is and we really appreciate your efforts. 
 
We would also like to thank everyone in the Parish who supported the PTA 
fundraising activities over Christmas. The online events were a great 
success and we were thrilled to see so many people from the local 
community getting involved. We are hoping that Farmer Christmas will visit 
every year! 
 
We are all hoping that our next update will include all of our children being 
back at school. Until then, please keep safe and well. 
 



YOUR GARDEN IN MARCH 
Spring is in the air, at least in the Southeast, and snowdrops, crocuses and 
daffodils have made way for a burst of buds and early blooms.  Your 
garden’s annual winter ‘lockdown’ has ended and a broad range of 
gardening chores can only be something to look forward to in these stay-at-
home times. 
We all know the perfect, problem-free garden does not exist. So, this 
month, we’ll look at dealing with some basic garden issues that can be 
addressed before the full growing season takes off. 
It may not be feasible to achieve perfection but there are many solutions to 
any one problem. You may be surprised and delighted to learn how many of 
these can be dealt with easily and inexpensively. 
The key starting point is to identify your principal problem, whether it is the 
quantity or position of the sunlight, your garden’s exposure to the elements, 
poor soil or dryness. 
Dry Shade: This is the worst-case scenario. One reason could be old walls, 
which can draw moisture out of the soil by capillary action and evaporation 
from the surface. This accelerates as the weather becomes warmer. 
A bigger problem is large trees, which can suck all the moisture from the 
ground and prevent the rain from falling through their canopy of foliage and 
onto the soil. Fortunately trees are easier to deal with than walls. Just 
thinning out their crown and carefully pruning. 
There are a number of plants that are appropriate for growing in dry shade, 
including Mahonia japonica, which boasts fragrant yellow flowers in 
spreading or drooping sprays in winter.  
A pleasing mix of woodland plants can also take advantage of dry, cool 
conditions. These include Epimedium (E. rubrum and E. alpinum; Hepatica 
transsilvanica which has anemone-like blue, white or pink flowers in the 
spring; Convallaria majalis (lily of the valley) with its very fragrant flowers, 
and Solomon’s seal (Polygonatum). 
Damp Shade, alternatively, is hardly ever a problem, as many moisture-
loving plants are happy to live in low light. Why not turn the dampness to 
your advantage and dig a small pond or water feature, using the soil to 
make a bank or fill in raised beds? 
If necessary, be sure to thin the foliage canopy of the trees to give more 
light. 
Dry Soil: As you should each year, work plenty of compost or organic 
material into the ground to help conserve water and improve the soil 
structure to make it more fertile. If you have to water, do so at night or in the 
early morning to reduce evaporation. 
Remember, every favour you do your garden now will more than be 
returned to you during the seasons ahead. 

Anne Marie Klain-Verdegem 



 

 

    FAIRSEAT ESTATES LTD 
    Building & Development 
       -   New build 
       -   Extensions 
       -   Refurbishments 
       -   Planning 
         Call - James Beslee – 07961 395759 
395759   or email - jbeslee@yahoo.com 
 
 

treeservicesltd 
 

All aspects of private and commercial tree work 
undertaken by fully trained and well equipped staff 

 
Fully insured.  Free advice and Estimates 

 
Our services include:- 

Hazard evaluation (Health and Safety checks) 
Cutting back of trees and branches 

Crown reduction and thinning 
Dangerous trees made safe 

Logs and wood chip sold 
Stump removal 
Hedge cutting 

DUNCAN SIMPSON – 01732 810933 
duncan@treeservicesltd.co.uk 

www.treeservicesltd.co.uk 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Plough Hill, Basted, Borough Green, TN15 8PS 
 

01732 668619 - www.ploughatbasted.co.uk 
 

We are a CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) Free House serving a selection of fine 
ales brewed in Kent.  We also serve Tea and Coffee throughout the day. 

Our pub is family friendly and dog friendly.  We regularly cater for groups of 
ramblers and have parking for over 20 cars.  Whether, you're out rambling, 

looking for some beautiful Kentish countryside in which to spend some 
time or just passing by and in need of refreshment we look forward 

to serving you very soon. 
 

OPEN FROM 12PM until LATE EVERYDAY 
 

x Local Ales and Ciders 
x Lagers & Stouts including Stella & Guinness 

x A wide range of Wines and Spirits 
x Soft Drinks and Mineral Waters 
x Tea and freshly brewed Coffee 

 

"Thank you Ben, great food and a warm welcome for our dog" 
 

Fresh, home cooked food served daily (except Mondays) 
x Home cooked traditional Sunday Roast  -  1,  2 or 3 courses 

x Fresh Fish & Chips every Friday 
x Tasty Steaks and Burgers 
x Bar snacks and Nibbles 
x Sandwiches and Rolls 

x Deep Filled Pies 
 

"We really enjoyed the Fish & Chips, crispy batter and huge 
 portions just the way we like it - thank you" 

 

We can cater for small or large groups, functions, 
parties/celebrations and corporate meetings also. 

Please get in touch to discuss.  



 
Get Your Garden out of Lockdown! 

Anne Marie Verdegem, Unique Garden Designs 
Offering sensible professional and affordable solutions to the needs 
of your flowering garden beds, perennials and shrubs. Specialising in 

Herbaceous Borders, bed design, plant advice, planting and 
pruning, fertilising, dividing and weeding. 

RHS-certified. References on request 
07711 932015    or:  amverdegem@aol.com  

 
BOROUGH GREEN MEDICAL PRACTICE UPDATE 
The surgery is open as usual, but we will be operating a telephone triage 
system.  We are facing high demand so the telephone lines may be busy. 
Please do not come to the surgery unless you have been invited by a 
doctor or nurse. Please use the online tools at NHS 119 for all coronavirus 
related enquiries or NHS 111 for all other situations. 
Patients coming to the surgery for a face-to-face appointment for any of our 
services must wear a face covering in line with the Government’s guidance. 
This doesn’t need to be a surgical mask, it can be as simple as a scarf, but 
does need to cover your nose and mouth.  Please make it a priority to help 
us help you.  For any queries regarding face masks please refer to the 
Government's advice here - 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-
one-and-how-to-make-your-own 
COVID Vaccination update: 
We are now offering COVID-19 vaccination appointments to patients aged 
65 and over.  We will telephone to offer appointments which are most likely 
to be at Sevenoaks Medical Centre.  We have approximately 750 patients 
in this age group. If you do accept an appointment booked by the surgery 
but are unable to attend, please ensure you let us know so that the vaccine 
set aside for you is not wasted and we can re-schedule your appointment. 
There are a few patients in the previous groups that we have not been able 
to contact so if you are aged over 70, are a frontline healthcare worker or 
clinically extremely vulnerable (advised by the government to shield) and 
have not yet been contacted but would like a vaccination please alert us by 
emailing gp.G82120@nhs.net or ringing reception. We are aware that 
patients in the relevant groups are now receiving letters from the NHS 
inviting them to book appointments at a number of locations in Kent.  If you 
do book one of these it would be very helpful if you could let us know by 
email so that we can note your records and remove you from our call list. 

Keep up to date on our Facebook page, our Website 
or the Borough Green Pinboard 

 



MARCH AT THE FARMERS’ MARKET 
Two events in March will help us to lift our spirits.  The 20th March marks 
the Spring Equinox, when the day is the same length as the night, so from 
then on we are into longer drawn-out days and by the end of the month the 
hours of daylight will have increased to 13 hours!  The other key event 
takes place on the 28th March when the clocks go back an hour and it 
starts to feel like spring is properly underway.  
 
As more and more of us start receiving ‘the jab’ we look forward to re-
opening the market again.  Our ‘On-line/Drive Thru’ market continues to 
be well supported.  It was during March last year that we developed the 
idea for an interim system, little did we know that we would still be operating 
this way a year later !l   
 
March is traditionally known as the ‘hunger gap’ or ‘famine month’ as it is 
something of a lean month whilst we wait for the benefits of kinder weather.  
But it’s really a great opportunity to make most of the last of the winter at 
the Farmers’ Market this month, and savour all those wonderful comfort 
foods and warming treats before they disappear again till the last quarter of 
the year. 
 
For meat eaters, pork is an excellent choice this month and it’s still ideal 
weather to enjoy a hearty roast on Sunday with all the family. Or what about 
that eternal family favourite – a roast chicken?  Try out recipe for a version 
cooked with local beer that goes really well with roast wedges of sweet 
potato tossed in cold pressed rapeseed oil and a sprinkling of ground ginger 
before cooking. Serve with purple sprouting broccoli.  
 
Rough shooting takes over as the end of the season has arrived for many 
game birds so rabbit and pigeon (breasts) are both good eating now.  If 
you haven’t had venison this winter, try some in a red wine stew. Serve 
with steamed kale and mashed root veg 
 
For fish lovers, Sea bass is a good choice this month. Scallops are at their 
finest now so enjoy one of the great pleasures of the season. Salmon is 
also a good choice in March. 
 
Cabbages, cauliflower, purple sprouting broccoli, leeks and kale are all 
good in March.  They need little cooking and are really at their best simply 
shredded and steamed.  Or try quickly stir-fried with garlic, ginger and chilli 
for an accompaniment to good local sausages.  Make the most of leeks, 
carrots, swede and Jerusalem artichokes before they disappear.  Beautiful 
pink forced rhubarb is ready, and hopefully Cannon’s local apples with their 
amazing textures and flavours will still be available from their cold stores. 
 



 
One of the benefits of an Online market, especially now, is that you can 
have a good browse at what’s available. Go to www.shipbournefm.co.uk 
and choose from the amazing variety of local (and traceable) produce.  
Place your order and then pick up on a Thursday morning at the 
Shipbourne Village Hall between 9 and 10 (you will be given a time slot) 
where your order will be placed in your boot!  Easy!! 

Bob Taylor 
 
PLAXTOL LOCAL HISTORY GROUP FEBRUARY MEETING  
Our inaugural FOUNDERS' LECTURE - A TRIBUTE TO JAYNE SEMPLE 
by our President, Vanessa Dussek, was followed by a screening of "THE 
ANATOMY OF A VILLAGE", a 1983 TV programme about Plaxtol in which 
Jayne featured prominently. Both were presented on zoom.  
 
Jayne and her husband Clive moved into Plaxtol with their family in 1969 
and lived in Plaxtol for 25 years. In 1983, Jayne co-founded the Plaxtol 
Local History Group with Mollie Lewis, to promote and encourage interest in 
local history. Jayne had several papers published – on medieval manor 
houses in Plaxtol, Wrotham tanners, deer parks and many more, giving us 
lectures on these and guiding us on visits to places of historical interest in 
Plaxtol.  When the hammer beam roof in Plaxtol Church was under 
restoration, Jayne and Mollie Lewis were often seen on the scaffolding 
recording, dating and measuring.  Jayne and Mollie explored barns and 
farms, recording in all weathers.  The display of life in medieval times in the 
undercroft at Old Soar Manor was designed by Jayne.  She encouraged us 
to volunteer to help with the archaeological dig of a Roman villa at 
Sedgebrook in 1984.  Also under her direction, several Members recorded 
the gravestones in our churchyard, part of a national survey. 
 
Setting the history group on firm foundations, Jayne was truly inspirational 
in the rolls of Chairman and later President.  Jayne died in 2020. 
"THE ANATOMY OF A VILLAGE", a charming 1983 TV programme about 
Plaxtol in which Jayne featured prominently, can be found and viewed using 
our website: plaxtollocalhistory.wordpress.com in the links tab or by using 
this link 
Links – PLAXTOL LOCAL HISTORY GROUP (wordpress.com) 
 
Our next meeting on Zoom is on Tuesday 9 March, 8pm – Painting Kent – 
Artists’ Depictions of the County – From Tudor Knole to Tracey Emin’s 
Margate, a talk by Lydia Goodson. 
 Gillian Hogg 
 



FROM OUR MP 
The speed and scale of our vaccine rollout across Tonbridge and Malling is 
impressive and we owe a huge debt of gratitude to everyone, from the NHS 
and volunteers to the pharmaceutical companies and transport workers, 
who have made this possible. 
 
I am delighted that Sevenoaks Primary Care Network was set up so quickly, 
providing vaccinations to us all at either Sevenoaks Medical Centre or 
Borough Green Medical Practice.  It was testament to their organisation and 
also dedication to vaccinating the most vulnerable members of the 
community as quickly as possible.  
 
For anyone who has been vaccinated already, I hope you found the 
process safe when you attended.  We are lucky to be served by such 
wonderful heroes who are dedicated to helping us all stay safe.  For many, 
it has been the first time out of the home in nearly a year.  
 
A key part of our vaccination process is the mass vaccination centres.  We 
can’t rely on our GPs to vaccinate everyone – they have normal 
appointments as well – and we need to make sure we all get our 
vaccinations as quickly as we can. 
 
As soon as it was confirmed that around four mass vaccination centres 
would be planned for Kent, I pushed strongly for one to be in our area.  
Tonbridge, the largest town with the most available space, made perfect 
sense for this.  Thanks to the commitment of Tonbridge and Malling 
Borough Council to the project, I am delighted that together we successfully 
promoted the Angel Centre.  
 
At the time of writing the Angel Centre is about to open for vaccinations.  I 
hope you find it a good location too.  It certainly will make sure it is as easy 
as possible for us to access our vaccination.  
 
For many of us, we will have to wait a while yet, but progress so far is 
exceptionally good and we must focus all our efforts on making sure we 
have our doses quickly.  
 
Throughout the pandemic I’ve tried to keep everyone as up to date as 
possible, and in recent weeks I hope you’ve found the information about the 
vaccine useful.  Please visit my website, www.tomtugendhat.org/covid19-
vaccine which I keep updated regularly if you want any further information 
on the rollout locally.  

Tom Tugenhat 
 



PLAXTOL NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH – MARCH 2021 
PLAXTOL:  Grange Hill:  Between 18th and 19th January.  Somebody 
broke into a property and stole a quad bike. 
 

 
NOTES FROM PLAXTOL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 01/02/21 
Present: Cllrs P Thomas (Chairman), D Beynon, M Brewin, J 

Budworth, M Carboni, J Denham, G French, M 
Hiddleston, S Knights; L Thomas (Clerk); Boro Cllr W 
Palmer; Kent County Cllr H Rayner; 1 member of the 
public  

Apologies: Boro Cllrs T Shaw, M Taylor 
Matters raised by the public / Borough Councillors 
A member of the public was present to comment on planning applications 
TM/21/00150/LDE and TM/21/00147/FL 
These both relate to Land south west of Claygate House Winfield Lane: 
x storage of vehicles on the land in connection with banger racing hobby 
x conversion of existing redundant building to a single dwelling (Editor) 
 
Concern was expressed about the following issues: 
x the possibility that the statement claiming use of the site for the storage 

of banger racing vehicles for more than 10 years continuously would 
confer an entitlement to continue to do so; 

x the seeming failure to enforce breach of planning notices; 
x the increase in vehicles stored on the site from around 4 cars in 2005 to 

around 50 vehicles including commercial vehicles in 2018 and to the 
present; 

x distress caused to neighbours in terms of pollution and noise; 
x Google Earth photographic evidence of wrecked vehicles not 

necessarily being of vehicles used for banger racing; 
x unauthorised use of the land to provide a trial route to test vehicles; 
x another attempt at converting the barn when three earlier attempts had 

failed; 
x contamination of the site not being addressed. 
 
The Chairman thanked the member of the public for their input. 
Boro Cllr Palmer advised that the Dunbrick waste site would be closed 
during February with possible disruption to waste services.  She reported 
that TMBC had responded to the inspector regarding the duty to co-operate 
aspect of the Local Plan with a copy to the Secretary of State. The 
response would be available on TMBC’s website during the week. 

Cont’d > > > > 



 
 
County Cllr Rayner advised that KCC’s budget increase for the coming year 
would be around 5% with increases mainly funding adult services. There 
would be a mitigation process for those in financial difficulty. 
The Chairman thanked Cllrs Palmer and Rayner for their contribution. 
Declarations of interest 
In the interests of transparency, Cllr Thomas declared an interest in 
planning application TM/21/00097/FL, TM/21/00098/LB, a neighbouring 
property. There is no DPI or Other Significant Interest in this case. 
Planning application, land S-W of Claygate House 
The Chairman moved this item up the agenda for the benefit of the member 
of public present. 
Land South West Of Claygate House, Winfield Lane (2 applications are 
detailed above) 
Councillors noted that notification of these planning applications had only 
been received that day and that consequently the Council was not in a 
position to make a response at this meeting.  It was agreed that the 
Chairman would pursue the issue of the progress of the enforcement 
notices already in existence for this site and the legal effects of outstanding 
enforcement on the current applications with the Head of Planning at 
TMBC.  Planning Group would review the applications, taking the 
comments of members of the public into consideration, and make a 
recommendation to Council for approval before the response date of 22 
February 2021.  The issue of the lack of site notices and neighbour 
notifications would be pursued with the Planning Officer. 
Council Matters 
Cllr Carboni advised that he had attended TMBC’s workshop reviewing the 
current Code of Conduct and outlining changes to the LGA model.  It was 
likely that TMBC would continue with the Kent Code, which the Parish 
Council had also adopted. 
The Chairman confirmed that a nomination for a community award had 
been made to KALC.  Consideration would need to be given to its 
presentation once the regulations on the possibility of holding an Annual 
Parish Meeting were clear. 
Payments & Finance 
A financial statement and bank reconciliation was distributed to members.  
The following payments were approved:      £ 

Communicorp: additional subscription    4.00 
National Allotment Society: annual membership   66.00 
Wicksteed Leisure: annual playground inspection 206.40 
PP Broad: hedge cutting 192.00 
Clerk salary & reimbursements January 2021 713.14 
Eon Energy: street lighting January 2021   58.79 



Planning 
Local Plan: The Chairman advised that Inspectors had found that TMBC 
had failed in its duty to co-operate and had written to advise the Council of 
such.  TMBC had been given an opportunity to respond to the Inspectors 
findings.  Boro Cllr Palmer’s comments regarding this response were noted. 
Training feedback. Cllr Brewin commented favourably on the basic planning 
training workshop provided by KALC which had been of high quality . It was 
agreed that as many Councillors as possible would take advantage of such 
training opportunities, followed by a bespoke training session later on in the 
year to address issues specifically relevant to the Parish.  
Planning applications. 
 
TMBC decisions 
Church Cottage, Church Hill  
Erection of a detached outbuilding in the garden to be used as a home 
office. Withdrawn. Parish Council had objected to this application. 
Claygate House, Winfield Lane  
Conversion of part of the existing barn into living accommodation at first 
floor level, and insertion of windows at ground floor level to existing music 
room and workshop. This will be used as an annexe to the host 
house. Granted permission. Parish Council had not objected to this 
application. 
Dux House, Dux Hill 
Demolition of existing single storey lean-to roof extension. Construction of 
replacement single storey, flat roof extension to form revised interior 
layout. Granted permission. Parish Council had not objected to this 
application. 
Green Woodpecker Cottage, 10 St Hildas 
Proposed front porch extension. Granted permission. Parish Council had 
not objected to this application. 
Warren Cottage, Crowhurst Lane 
Relocation of existing 3 bay oak framed garage. Building to be moved 
forwards by 6m on newly laid pad. Granted permission. Parish Council had 
objected to this application. 
 
Parish council decisions 
Councillors noted that responses in respect of the following had been made 
to TMBC since the January meeting: 
Fulbeck, 15 The Street 
T1 Silver birch tree - reduce by 30% and shape and trim to maintain tree in 
keeping with surroundings, T2 Magnolia tree - reduce by 2-3m and maintain 
in keeping with surroundings. The Tree Warden reports both trees are in 
need of reduction to suit their environment and to maintain good looks and 
health. No objection. 
 



 
 
 
 
Land East Of Little Allens, Allens Lane 
Erection of dwelling. Objection. Whilst having no objection in principle to the 
erection of a dwelling there are concerns relating to the design in respect of: 
 (i) the design, volume and size is not in keeping with the style of 
surrounding properties and would look out of character; 
 (ii) issues with regard to possible light pollution are not addressed; 
 (iii) the contrast between the traditional design of nearby existing 
buildings and the proposed design would cause conflict with the tranquillity 
of the surrounding landscape. 
Nut Tree Hall, Grange Hill 
T1 Conifer - reduce by 50% and remove limb on East side and T2 Silver 
Maple - reduce by 50%. The Tree Warden advises a reduction in size is 
appropriate for both trees to avoid overcrowding. No objection. 
Councillors considered the following applications: 
Church House, Church Hill 
T1 Ash Tree - Reduce by 25%, T2 Cherry Tree - Reduce by 25%, T3 
Conifer - Reduce by 25%, T4 Maple - Reduce by 25%. Councillors noted 
that notification of this application had only been received that day. The 
application would be referred to the Tree Wardens in the first instance, and 
then to Planning Group for a decision before the response date of 22 
February 2021. 
Yew Tree House, The Street 
Cllr Thomas withdrew for these items. 
Alteration and refurbishment to Yew Tree House.  No objection. 
Yew Tree House, The Street  
Reduce Yew Tree by 25%.  Councillors noted that notification of this 
application had only been received that day. The application would be 
referred to the Tree Wardens in the first instance, and then to Planning 
Group for a decision before the response date of 22 February 2021. 
 
 
Environment 
The Chairman advised that he had held an exploratory meeting with 
parishioners who had expressed an interest in investigating alternative 
energy sources following press coverage of a project in Swaffham. It had 
been agreed that any project must be affordable and equally available to all 
residents. Meeting attendees had agreed to research the issue further and 
hold a second meeting when appropriate. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Recreation Grounds 
Cllr Denham reported that the annual playground inspection report had now 
been received. She advised that there were no issues of high risk, but that 
minor repairs to swings, football nets and surface damage would be 
undertaken. Repair to the paintwork on the new items at the Spoute 
Recreation Ground was also required and the need for additional signage 
had been highlighted. Councillors noted that the inspector had advised 
replacing the slide at the Winnie Bowes Recreation Ground in the medium 
term. It was agreed that Cllr Denham would draw up a check list for 
Councillors to follow when carrying out their monthly playground reviews, 
with monthly reports collated by Cllr Denham for record purposes. 
The Chairman reported that it had not been possible to pursue action 
regarding the access gate at the Spoute Recreation Ground during 
lockdown. Councillors confirmed their concerns that failure to act could lead 
to unwanted easement over the land and set a precedent. It was agreed 
that Cllrs Thomas and Hiddleston would arrange to speak with the 
householders as soon as practically possible, either in person or virtually as 
circumstances allow. 
Cllr Denham confirmed that it was not practicable for planting at the GML to 
take place this spring and that the apple tree replacement would take place 
the following year when suitable heritage trees had been sourced. 
 
Date of Next Meeting: 
Monday 1 March 2021 at 8 pm 
 
 
 

The Zoom link for the Parish Council meetings is published on the agenda the 
preceding Wednesday.  This is available online – or it’s posted at the Memorial Hall 
notice board – or it can be obtained from the Clerk: 

Linda Thomas on 810600 – or:  clerk@plaxtol.com 
 

 
 
 

COPY DATE FOR APRIL HERALD IS 10TH MARCH 
Please send anything for inclusion in the Plaxtol Herald to the Editor: 

Peter Crossley at: crossley.wellington@outlook.com  (810801) 
AND to the Deputy Editor Peter Brewin at: pbrewin@gmail.com  (810361) 
Anything received after that date may be held over until the May edition 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 



 
 



 

Kevin Aiston 
Complete Building Service 

(Over 20 years experience with W O Durlings of Ightham) 
Roofing      Extensions 
Painting   Decorating  All Repairs 

Plastering     Conversions 
Free Estimates      -     Prompt Reliable Service 

Telephone  -  01732 883832  -  Anytime 
Email:  aiston04@aol.com  Mobile  -  07734 214334 

 

 
 

HOUSE and PET SERVICES 
 

Pop-in services      Dog walking 
House and Pet sitting 

 

Fully accredited and insured 
National Association of Pet Sitters and Dog Walkers 

Very competitive rates 
 

Contact: Jon Reynolds Tel: 07704 685947 
email: jrinkent@btinternet.com 
www.narpsuk.co.uk/profile/jrinkent 

www.findalocalpetsitter.co.uk/profile/jrinkent 
 

 
 

   IANHOLLOBON 
       HEATING AND PLUMBING 
 
Full Heating Design and Installation      Landlord Certificates and Servicing 

Unvented Cylinders and Accumulators 
Water Softeners and Filters  All Domestic Plumbing 

07887 726 275 hollobon@virginmedia.com 
 

 

         



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Half page – 12cm x 9cm (approx) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       CHIMNEY SWEEP 

 
 

x Traditional Brush & Hepa Vacuum 
x Smoke Testing & Insurance Certificate Inc. 
x Fully Insured 
x ICS Registered 
x Installation Advice Given 

 
 

E. COLEMAN 

01732 810053 
Dunks Green, Tonbridge 



      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE AERIAL MAN 
Family run business – Welcome to the Digital Age 

BT VISION ~ AERIAL INSTALLATION 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE ~ SPECIAL RATES FOR OAP’S 

         PLAXTOL 
              01732 883542 

 

 

 

 

 

EMMA PEACOCK 
BSc  MChS  SRCh 

 
HCPC Registered 

Chiropodist/Podiatrist 
Specialising in providing a 
comprehensive foot health 
care service – including the 
treatment of corns, calluses, 
verrucae, ingrown toenails 

and nail surgery 
 

South Park Medical 
Services 

South Park 
Sevenoaks, Kent 

TN13 1ED 
 

01732 742529 

  



 


