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THE AERIAL MAN 
Family run business – Welcome to the Digital Age 

BT VISION ~ AERIAL INSTALLATION 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE ~ SPECIAL RATES FOR OAP’S 

         PLAXTOL 
              01732 883542 

 

 

 

 

 

EMMA PEACOCK 
BSc  MChS  SRCh 

 
HCPC Registered 

Chiropodist/Podiatrist 
Specialising in providing a 
comprehensive foot health 
care service – including the 
treatment of corns, calluses, 
verrucae, ingrown toenails 

and nail surgery 
 
South Park Medical Services 

South Park 
Sevenoaks, Kent 

TN13 1ED 
 

01732 742529 
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       CHIMNEY SWEEP 

 

 

x Traditional Brush & Hepa Vacuum 
x Smoke Testing & Insurance Certificate Inc. 
x Fully Insured 
x ICS Registered 
x Installation Advice Given 

 

 

E. COLEMAN 

01732 810053 
Dunks Green, Tonbridge 



 

 
 

 

S. M. GOULD 
Horticultural & Forestry Contractor 

 
Seasoned Firewood – available all year round 

 
8 ton Digger or 2.5 ton Digger  
available for all ground works 

Paddock mowing - rolling - harrowing 
 

Grange Hill Wood Yard,  
Grange Hill, Plaxtol, Kent, TN15 0RG 

 
Tel: (01732) 811060 or 07702 475 321 

Email: logsdirectsevenoaks@hotmail.co.uk 
Website: www.logsdirectsevenoaks.co.uk 

 



 



 
PARISH DIARY:  APRIL 2021 

 
 

EVERY SUNDAY:  the main morning service at Plaxtol is at 11.00 am 
WEEKDAYS: Morning Prayer is normally said in Plaxtol Church at 8.30 am 
  Evening Prayer is normally said in Shipbourne Church at 4.30pm 
 
 

Normal Sunday services are being re-started at Plaxtol and 
St Giles, Shipbourne as restrictions permit.  See the Rector’s letter 

 
 

Thursday 
Maundy 
Thursday 
 
Good Friday 
 
 
EASTER 
SUNDAY 
 

1st   
 
 
 
2nd  
 
 
4th  
 

 
 

Farmers’ Market – order online pick up at the 
village hall 

7.45pm 
8.00pm 
From 9am 
 
2.00pm 
8.00am 
 
8.00am 
9.30am 
11.00am 
 

Plaxtol W.I. on Zoom 
Holy Communion at Shipbourne 
Pre-recorded worship – see You Tube – 
Peter Hayler channel 
“The Last Hour” at Plaxtol 
Live online worship from The Rectory – see 
You Tube – Peter Hayler channel 
Holy Communion at Plaxtol 
Family Communion at Shipbourne 
Family Communion at Plaxtol 
Readings for the principal service: 
     Acts 10: 34-43 
     1 Corinthians 15: 1-11 
     John 20: 1-18 

Tuesday 
Thursday 
 

6th  
8th  
 

 

8.00pm 
9-11am 
 

Plaxtol Parish Council on Zoom 
Farmers’ Market – order online pick up at the 
village hall 

  
SUNDAY 
2nd Sunday 
of Easter 
 
Monday 
Wednesday 
 
Thursday 
 

11th  
 
 
 
 
 
 
15th    
 

8.00am 
9.30am 
11.00am 
 
 
 
 
9-11am 

Holy Communion at Shipbourne 
Matins at Shipbourne 
Parish Communion at Plaxtol 
Readings for principal service:  
     Acts 4:32-35 
     1 John 1: 1-22 
     John 20: 19-end 
Famers’ Market planned re-opening in 
Shipbourne Church – for latest arrangements 
check at www.shipbournefm.co.uk and sign up 
for the weekly newsletter 
 

SUNDAY 
3rd Sunday 
of Easter 

18th  
 
 

8.00am 
9.30am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion at Plaxtol 
Parish Communion at Shipbourne 
Community @ 11 at Plaxtol 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday 
Thursday 
 
SUNDAY 
4th Sunday 
of Easter 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
19th  
22nd  
 
25th  

 
 
 
 
 
 
8.00pm 
9-11am 
 
8.00am 
9.30am 
11.00am 

 
 
Readings for principal service:  
     Acts 3: 12-19 
     1 John 3: 1-7 
     Luke 24: 36b-48 
Plaxtol Parish Council Annual Meeting 
Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne Church 
 
Holy Communion at Shipbourne 
Family service at Shipbourne 
Parish Communion at Plaxtol 
Readings for the principal service: 
     Acts 4: 5-12 
     1 John 3; 16-end 
     John 10; 11-18 
 

 
 

For enquiries about baptisms, weddings, funerals, hospital and home visits, 
and Holy Communion at home please contact: 

Rector of Shipbourne with Plaxtol: 
Rev Dr Peter Hayler 

The Rectory, The Street, Plaxtol (opposite the Papermaker’s Arms) 
Telephone:  01732 811081.    Email:  rectorswp@gmail.com 

Normally he takes Friday as a day off except if there is an emergency 
 

 
 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING POLICIES 
Can be found using the following link: 

https://www.rochester.anglican.org/safeguarding/guidance-
safeguarding/guidance-policy-statements/ 

 

Safeguarding Officer for Plaxtol Church is Carol Crossley on 810801 
 

 
 

CHURCH EVENTS DURING THE COVID-19 SITUATION 
As a result of continuing advice from the Government and Diocese all 
events normally organised by the church are cancelled till further notice: 
 

  ~  Coffee, Cake & Co 
  ~  Community Bread Basket 
  ~  Mums Ahoy 
  ~  Spring Cleaning 
 



 
Hallelujah! 
 
For any who hadn’t noticed, our parish 
churches have been gradually re-opening 
through March with a single service each 
Sunday, alternating between Shipbourne and 
Plaxtol.  Palm Sunday (March 28th) was the 
first Sunday back to a full program of worship 
in both churches.  As we arrive into April we 
are in the most important and intense part of 
the Christian year with Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday and Easter Day. 
 
There will be just one service on Maundy Thursday (8pm at Shipbourne), 
just one on Good Friday (2pm at Plaxtol), nothing on Holy Saturday this 
year, and a full programme, replete with Hallelujahs, on Easter Day.  (It will 
have been two weeks since my first jab by the time Easter arrives)  For 
those who are not yet ready or feeling safe enough to attend church there 
will be a pre-recorded service on YouTube for Good Friday and an early 
service on YouTube Live at 8am on Easter Morning.  We want nobody to 
miss out on the good news and joy of the risen Lord Jesus; this is the 
triumphant and hopeful message of Easter. 
 
In fact, what could be a more appropriate match for the Spring in which we 
hope and pray that some sense of normality will return.  The whole ‘Jesus 
Event’ – that window of approximately 3 years that happened about 2000 
years ago – shows that God is not above the suffering of humanity: it’s 
disease, it’s isolation and despair, it’s pain, death and bereavement.  God 
took part in all of these in the person of Jesus and was subjected to the 
worst torture ever devised by humans for humans.  But God overcame this, 
showing that death and suffering are not the end.  The resurrection of Christ 
signifies re-birth, new beginning, for the body and for the soul, for 
individuals and for the community.  That’s why the key phrase of Easter is 
‘Hallelujah!’ which simply means “Praise the Lord!” 
 
We wish our communities the joy and happiness of Easter, as we greet the 
Spring, giving thanks for a gently accelerating exit from the trials of the 
pandemic.  It isn’t all over yet and we will play our part in continuing to be 
safe – Hands, Face and Space! 
 

Peter Hayler, Rector 

 



CHURCH EVENTS DURING COVID-19 
As a response to continuing advice from the Government and 

Diocese all events normally organised by the Church are cancelled 
until further notice: Coffee Cake & Company, Community Bread 
Basket, Mums Ahoy, Lent Plus, Bible Study at the Mallows Ivy 

Hatch, CMS Group at Salmons Barn. 
The church continues to be open during the week for private 
prayers – for resumption of services see the Rectors letter 

 

 
 

PRAYER PARTNERS 
Plaxtol Church has a “Prayer Partner Scheme” 

which runs annually from Easter. 
If you wish to take part this year – here’s how it could work: 
Preferred method – please email your name and address to: 
 

Adrienne Brewin at:  abrewin2@gmail.com 
 

Or, alternatively, post or deliver your name and address indicating you 
would like to take part in the scheme to: 
 

Adrienne Brewin, Ash Tree Cottage, School Lane, Shipbourne, TN11 9RT 
 

When all the entries have been received you will be sent the name of a 
person to pray for during the year. 

Next Easter send them an Easter card telling them 
that you have been their Prayer Partner. 

 

 
PLAXTOL WI MARCH REPORT 
Janie Ramsay has been our Speaker before and we were delighted that 
she could find time in her very busy Zoom schedule to return to us in March 
to enthral & entertain us with tales of “The Windsor Style”.  To call it 
extravagant would be a notable understatement!  We have another 
excellent returning Speaker on April 1st when Andy Thomas will tell us all 
about “Lewes Bonfire Night”.  
As we shall not yet be back in the Hall, or Church, for our May Annual 
Meeting we are in the process of arranging to have another Zoom speaker 
that evening to keep us all in touch. 
We welcomed two former Members as guests to Janie’s talk – one had 
moved away but is now local enough to re-join, the other found she had 
other commitments on Thursdays – and we look forward to welcoming them 
both back as Members from April.   New Members are always welcome too.  

Penny Court  
 



 
WHEN EASTER IS OVER 
What can you do with an abundance of left over easter eggs and hot cross 
buns? 
 
Chocolate Hot Cross Bun Pudding (Donal Skehan) 
6 hot cross buns, halved  butter, for spreading 
600ml milk    400ml double cream 
1 cinnamon stick   4 eggs 
1 tsp vanilla extract   150g caster sugar 
200g leftover milk chocolate egg, broken into pieces  
Oven 180C.  Spread butter on bun halves.  Arrange in a large ovenproof 
dish.  Gently heat milk and cream in a saucepan with cinnamon stick. 
Remove from heat.  Cool slightly.  Remove cinnamon stick.  Whisk the eggs 
together with the vanilla and sugar until pale, then gradually pour in the milk 
and cream, whisking constantly.  Pour mixture over the buns.  Soak for 15 
mins.  Place dish in a large baking tray filled halfway with water.  Sprinkle 
chocolate pieces over the top.  Bake for 45 mins.  Serve hot with vanilla ice 
cream.  
 
No-Churn Easter Egg Chocolate and Mint Ice Cream 
600ml double cream   200g condensed milk 
large sprig fresh mint   ½ vanilla pod 
250g Easter egg chocolate – mixed if you wish, roughly chopped 
Warm 100ml of cream with the mint in a covered pan until nearly boiling. 
Turn off heat.  Leave to infuse until cool.  Strain.  Add it to the rest of the 
cream to a large bowl.  Add condensed milk.  Scrape out the seeds from 
the vanilla pod and add to the cream (you could use vanilla extract).  Whip 
the cream until soft peaks form.  Add chocolate reserving a couple of 
spoonfuls to scatter on top if desired.  Fold into the cream.  Pour the cream 
into a 1 litre tub and scatter over the reserved chocolate.  Place in the 
freezer. 
 
Chocolate and Amaretto Mousse 
150g Easter egg milk chocolate, broken into pieces 
2 tbsp amaretto   3 eggs, separated 
Melt chocolate in a large heatproof bowl sat over simmering water. Cool 
slightly.  Stir in 2 tbsp amaretto.  Stir in egg yolks.  Whisk together.  In a 
separate bowl, whisk egg whites until foamy and thickened. Stir 1 tbsp egg 
white into chocolate mixture.  Stir and then carefully fold in the rest using a 
large metal spoon and being careful not to knock out too much air.  Divide 
the mixture between four ramekins or glasses and transfer to the fridge to 
chill for at least 4 hours.  Great served with raspberries soaked in amaretto. 

Morag Welham 
 



 
 

Plaxtol Cricket Club 

 
Plaxtol Pirates Junior Cricket 

Summer 2021 
Under 9’s Saturday 8th May - Saturday 10st July 

9:00 - 10:30 
Under 11’s Saturday 8th May - Saturday 10st July 

10:30 - 12:00 
Under 13’s & U15’s Monday 10th May – Monday 12th July  

18:00 - 19:30 
For more information contact: 
Ciaran Tucker on 07774 197752 

or: ciarantucker@btinternet.com 
 

 
 
 

PLAXTOL NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH – APRIL 2021 
PLAXTOL:  Old Soar Road:  About 3.00pm on 28th February.  Four males 
in a dark red Nissan pick-up (LV52DFU) asked to borrow a shovel as they 
had got stuck in a field whilst looking for a lost dog.  The shovel was 
returned but no dog was seen. 
 

 
 
WEATHER REPORT – FEBRUARY 2021 
The average day temp. was 12.30c, the average night temp. was 2.80c;  the 
highest day was Saturday 20th with 18.50c, and the lowest night was 
Wednesday 10th with -6.50c. 
The total rainfall was 54mm, and the average rainfall over the last 30 years 
was 58.5mm, the highest month was February 2020 with 137mm, the 
lowest month was February 1993 with12mm. 

Lionel Stielow 
 



 
 
 

THE KENTISH RIFLEMAN 
What a year it has been!   Never did we imagine when pubs shut on the 
21st March 2020 that they would still be shut a year later ……… but 
here we are!  
We’ve served countless takeaways, enjoyed some online tasting events, 
and due to new table-service, walked what felt like hundreds of miles 
when we were allowed to open for those few months. 
We are feeling hopeful that when we finally (gradually) reopen on the 
Monday 12th April that the remainder of 2021 will be great.   The 
garden is ready for drinkers and diners alike.   To protect you from the 
elements we have a marquee for diners, gazebos for drinkers and not 
forgetting the parasols to shade you from that spring sunshine!   We 
will do what we can to keep you warm and dry outside, but we are in 
England …… you might want to bring your jacket! 
From May 17th, you will be allowed indoors and in June we hope life will 
return to normal completely – but we will have to wait for more 
information. 
With a new chef joining the team, Vicky and Simon both now permanent 
members of staff and Jon, Mary, Georgie et al still here ……… you will 
be welcomed with socially distanced open arms and smiling faces (even 
from Jon!). 
Finally, thank you to those who have supported us in what has been one 
of the KRs most difficult in its 450 year history!  But it is what it is. 

 

Bookings now strongly recommended on 01732 810727 
 

 
 
PLAXTOL MENS SOCIETY MARCH MEETING 
The final meeting of our 2020/21 year was held on Zoom on Monday March 
8th, and consisted of 2 talks.  The first was from Carol Crossley who 
presented on behalf of the Plaxtol Church Pastoral Team, the Society’s 
chosen charity for this year.  Carol explained the objective is to supply 
support and care for the elderly and infirm, young families and anyone in 
special need, whether regular churchgoers or not. 
 

Cont’d > > > > 



During Covid the Team had not been able to organise its normal activities, 
instead had operated a telephone service, contacting members regularly.  It 
was notable that all members had displayed great stoicism and a positive 
outlook during the long shutdowns.  
In normal times a variety of services are offered.  The Pastoral Care Car 
Service provides transport to the various events as well as trips to hospital 
or medical appointments. Regular activities include: 
x monthly Coffee Cake and Company in church 
x monthly bring and share lunch at the Rectory or leaders’ houses 
x occasional outings (Ightham Mote, Shoreham Lavender Farm, TW & 

Eridge Railway, Kingfisher Medway trip) 
x a strong link to Plaxtol Primary School 
x (hot) Christmas lunch.  
Carol closed by expressing the grateful thanks of the Team for the Society’s 
donation 
The President, Tom Hogg, thanked Carol warmly and introduced our 
second speaker, our Rector, Rev Dr Peter Hayler.  Peter had originally 
trained as a chemist; after a period in industry he had undertaken 
theological training in the Church Army.  During this training he had several 
short placements in chaplaincy roles (hospital, industry, university) and at 
the end of his training he had been attracted to follow this career route.  
Peter defined chaplaincy as “one who offers a religious ministry within the 
life of a secular institution”.  Peter’s first role was as the inaugural chaplain 
to the Cambridge Science Park, where he worked for 2 years.  The idea of 
the Park was to provide an environment for taking technical developments 
from the laboratory to the market; most were high tech.  Peter then moved 
to South Wales where he continued his work in several heavier industries 
including steelworks and large scale biscuit manufacture.  Following a 
period in parish ministry Peter then moved back to Cambridge as chaplain 
to University Staff.  Notwithstanding the university’s religious roots it had 
now become a highly secular institution.  Peter spent 8 years in this role; 
towards the end of his time he took his doctorate. Peter then joined us as 
our Rector. 
Peter reviewed briefly the history of chaplaincy in England.  Massive 
changes in industrial structures over the past 30 years had greatly affected 
the role – “workplace chaplaincy” might now be a better description.  
Peter ended his talk by describing his time as a chaplain to the South 
Wales factory manufacturing the famous shortcake biscuit “Jammy 
Dodgers”; although highly automated with huge continuous furnaces, 
significant manual input was needed, which is where his chaplaincy came 
in.  
After a lively discussion Tom Hogg thanked Peter.  Because of Covid sadly 
we would not be able to hold our April annual dinner.  Our 2021/22 year 
would start on October 11th; we would be advertising the programme in the 
Spring.                                                         Peter Brewin, Hon Sec 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

East Peckham Osteopaths 
Anthony Picknett and Louise James 

 

Children’s clinic, sports injuries and all muscle and joint problems  

23 Old Road, East Peckham. TN12 5AR   Tel: 01622 873481 
 

 

PLAXTOL MEMORIAL HALL 
Available for club meetings, children’s parties 

private functions, wedding receptions 
For bookings: ring Lizzie Hill on 811478 

or email:  nevishill@googlemail.com 
 

 

 

KEMSING WATER SOFTENERS 
Ten Year Guarantee 

Drinking Water Systems 
‘Exchange’ Softeners - Free Fitting 

‘Harveys’ block salt, Tablets and Granules 
Free comprehensive survey and after sales service 

01732 760471 
www.kemsingsofteners.co.uk 

 

 

  

 

Internal Alterations and Refurbishments 

Extensions, Conversions, Bathrooms 

Replacement Kitchens 

Tel – 01732 884036 

www.joseph-pcl.com 

 

     Mobiles – 07884 490664 

        or 07831 204113 

Website – www.joseph-pcl.com 

 

No bookings being taken until further notice 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 

      SUE LAMB, MA 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tel:  01732 811241 
 

Email:  slamb07@btinternet.com 
Website:  suelambsculptures.co.uk 

 
 

 

 

SPECIALIST 
IN ANIMAL 

AND 
GARDEN 

SCULPTURE  
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
APRIL AT SHIPBOURNE FARMERS’ MARKET 
 
At last spring is really starting to get into gear as the longer days stimulates 
growth and make us all feel better after not only Lock Down but what 
seemed like a relentless dreary winter.  
However, we are now planning to re-open the market mid-April.  A key date 
in the Covid timeline is April 12th when all shops can open.  Unfortunately, 
what were the biggest attractions for visiting Shipbourne Farmers Market, 
the intimacy and community aspects are now our major problem. 
Shipbourne, in terms of area, is one of the smallest Farmers Markets in 
Kent and social distancing becomes a real problem.  We will have to follow 
a one way system and limit of numbers both within the market and the 
Church as well.  The May 17th Covid regulations, which permits, a gathering 
of 30 people, then enables us to relax these rules. 
The On-line/Drive Thru system, which was developed as a short term 
solution, will by then, have been in operation for 52 weeks.  It enabled both 
customers to continue to shop safely and enabled stallholders to continue 
to trade.  We may well continue to use the On-line system but in a different 
way. 
 
Seasonal Produce 
Seafood lovers will find sea bass, cod, halibut, cockles, mussels and 
scallops all at their finest now.  A whole salmon is an excellent choice. 
Bake whole wrapped in foil with butter and herbs and serve simply with a 
homemade hollandaise sauce.  
For meat eaters, how about a wonderful joint of beef or pork for a family 
Sunday roast, or try game such as venison, rabbit or wood pigeon. 
Instead of chicken look out for guinea fowl which makes a really interesting 
change.  You might want to try to make your own steak and kidney pie or a 
game pie, heat up and add plenty of savoury gravy.  You may also find 
some of them ready made at your market. 
But the star of the show is rhubarb, now moving from the bright pink early 
forced variety into the darker and the more sour outdoor version.  Rhubarb 
is a versatile fruit that works in both sweet and savoury dishes but do make 
sure you add the right amount of sugar to balances the sour.  A really good 
rhubarb fool is a seasonal pleasure, especially when made with local cream 
as the new grass is starting to add richness to the dairy produce, maybe 
flavoured with ginger.  
 
For more information about re-opening and the Online system go to 
www.shipbournefm.co.uk and sign up for our newsletter  

Bob Taylor 

 



 
 
 
 
PLAXTOL LOCAL HISTORY GROUP MARCH 2021 MEETING 
Painting Kent - from Tudor times to Tracy Emin’s Margate 
 
Our very own committee member Dr. Lydia Goodson is an art historian and 
lecturer.  She gave us a talk on local Kent paintings through the centuries.  
The common theme was their attraction to Kent landscapes, and those 
artists who were in the forefront of new artistic movements were selected. 
She explained that early art depicted either God or the monarchy and not 
landscapes.  With the dissolution of the monasteries much art was lost.  
Lambarde’s map of beacons in Kent in 1596 showed the first landscape, 
pinpointing buildings, Canterbury and Rochester cathedrals, Tonbridge 
Castle and Knole.  Taking John Hoppner RA (1758-1810) a portrait painter 
as an example, we were shown his painting of the three Sackville children 
set in the landscape of Knole.  Our attention was drawn to the youngest 
child who was barefoot.  This later provoked a family disagreement.  
J.M.W.Turner (1755-1851) made an early watercolour of West Malling 
Abbey in 1796 and another of Allington Castle.  He was an unconventional 
artist in his age and is well known for his Margate seascapes of vast skies, 
rough seas and light.  Less well known is Helen Allingham (1848-1926) a 
prolific Victorian watercolourist with a warm, sympathetic style, painting 
rural cottages, families and children.  An example of the primitive style is 
found in Samuel Palmer (1805-1881) with his visionary pastoral paintings of 
the Darent Valley landscapes with bold and simplified shapes.  In that 
century there was a fear that traditional rural life would disappear.  William 
Frith RA (1819-1908) painted Victorian life as a narrative, making the sands 
at Ramsgate attractive with boats, donkeys, families and children bathing. 
English landscape painter and later official war artist Eric Ravilious (1903-
1942) painted with an unusual sense of menace.  He died young when the 
aircraft in which he was travelling was lost over Iceland.  Lastly Tracy Emin, 
known for her autobiographical work and for whom Margate is always close 
to her heart, has contributed much to the revival of art in Margate. 
Dr. Goodson delighted us with her eloquent presentation, knowledge of 
local Kent painting and her excellent slides.   V Dussek 
 
Our next ZOOM meeting will be on Tuesday 13th April at 8pm when 
Sophie Leathart will talk to us on The Folklore of Kentish Flowers. 
 
 
 
 



 
FROM BOROUGH GREEN MEDICAL PRACTICE 

COVID VACCINATION UPDATE 
After a recent slowing- down in supplies we are now expecting more 
deliveries of vaccine in the coming weeks.  We are, of course, entirely 
dependent on the number of vaccines we are sent and we are vaccinating 
as quickly as we are can. 
We will continue to telephone to invite eligible patients and we do ask that 
you do not call us to enquire about first or second doses as both our 
telephone lines and our receptionists are becoming overwhelmed with 
enquiries.  If you have a question that is not answered by this notice you 
are welcome to email us at gp.G82120@nhs.net. 
We are currently inviting patients in group 6 (those who have a condition 
which makes them at higher risk) as well as group 7 (those aged over 60). 
We are also seeking to identify any patients that we have not been able to 
contact from groups 1-5 (aged from 65 upwards, advised to shield etc). 
By the end of March we will have invited a total of just under 4000 patients 
for vaccination either at the surgery or at Sevenoaks Medical Centre.  We 
will shortly be offering appointments to those who will be due the second 
dose (i.e. those who had the first dose 12 weeks prior).  As you will 
appreciate we are therefore under considerable pressure.  If you have not 
been vaccinated and are in one of the current eligible groups to book at a 
mass vaccination centre or pharmacy for their first dose (which includes 
groups 1-6 and now also includes everyone aged over 55) you may find it 
preferable to book an appointment at one of these sites.  
To check if you are eligible to book online and to make an appointment 
please use this link: 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-
vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/ 
 
TONBRIDGE AND MALLING RAMBLERS 
Our friendly group is one of 13 Ramblers groups in Kent and part of the 
national Ramblers walking organisation.  We offer a variety of group walks, 
mostly on Sunday mornings with additional mid-week rambles each month. 
Our walks are usually circular and about 5-6 miles in duration.  We explore 
the beautiful Kent countryside from different starting points within the 
Tonbridge and Malling area and, occasionally, further afield.  New members 
are welcome, as are those wishing to try us out before joining Ramblers. 
Group walks are scheduled to restart on Wednesday 14th April, subject 
to the national lockdown roadmap and Ramblers walking guidelines. 
To find out how you can join one of our upcoming walks, please email: 
info@tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk.  Or take a look at our website: 
http://www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk.  
 
 



 
FROM TOM TUGENDHAT, MBE, MP 
On 6 May 2021, we will be asked to elect our Police and Crime 
Commissioner and Kent County Councillor in the first set of elections since I 
was privileged to have been elected as your MP in December 2019.  
Since then so much has changed and for many our world has turned upside 
down.  We’ve seen how strong our community is and have come to rely on 
a far greater support network than we could have imagined.  Our 
Government has shown the strength of partnership by bringing the talent of 
the NHS, the British Army, and our world-class pharmaceuticals industry to 
deliver vaccines. 
All elections are important, they are the opportunity for each of us to have 
our say on how we are represented.  I’ve worked closely with Harry Rayner 
and Matthew Scott for many years now and know how committed they are 
for our community. 
A more assiduous representative for our community than Harry would be 
hard to find.  We know Harry has the best interests of our villages at heart, 
and is not afraid to go out of his way for our benefit.  His list of 
achievements is substantial.” 
In Matthew Scott, our Police and Crime Commissioner, we’ve someone 
who has brought respectability back to the role, as well as 400 new Police 
Officers an expanded rural crime team.  
This set of elections will be very different.  I know many will not feel 
comfortable heading out to vote as you did before.  That’s why I wanted to 
use this column to emphasise the importance of having your voice heard, 
and applying for a postal vote if you feel uncomfortable. 
Postal voting is quick and easy.  You receive your ballot paper a couple of 
weeks before the election, fill it in at home and return in the freepost 
envelope supplied.  It doesn’t cost anything, and can be posted while 
getting some fresh air in the spring weather. 
We know our elections matter.  Please do make sure you have your views 
heard, and participate in our democracy.  It relies on people voting at every 
opportunity and I hope you’ll have your say this year. 
 
 
 
NOTE FROM PLAXTOL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 01/03/21 
Present:  Cllrs P Thomas (Chairman), D Beynon, M Brewin, J Budworth, 

M Carboni, J Denham, G French, M Hiddleston, 
S Knights; L Thomas (Clerk); Boro Cllr W Palmer; 
Kent County Cllr H Rayner  

 
Apologies:  Boro Cllrs T Shaw, M Taylor 

Cont’d > > > > 
 



 
 
Matters raised by the public / Borough Councillors 
Boro Cllr Palmer advised that Platt Parish Council had successfully 
contested a local planning development application and that, even before 
the application had been approved, the S106 infrastructure monies in 
respect of that application had been allocated to TMBC and not to the 
parish.  She had been made aware that TMBC held a borough-wide list of 
projects and if a local project did not appear on that list, then any S106 
monies would be diverted elsewhere.  Boro Cllr Palmer encouraged Plaxtol 
Parish to ensure that any projects in the pipeline were registered with the 
Borough Council so that S106 monies could be accessed where 
appropriate. 
Boro Cllr Palmer reported that she was pursuing TMBC regarding their 
handling of fly-tipping incidences and requested that Plaxtol Parish advise 
her of any problematic episodes. 
Boro Cllr Palmer further reported two ongoing consultations: KCC’s Vision 
Zero highways safety strategy and TMBC’s Air Quality survey. 
County Cllr Rayner advised that he was pressing KCC to issue pro-rata 
school bus passes, rather than the full-year cost passes currently available. 
He also reported that the Council tax increase for the forthcoming year 
would be 4.99%. 
The Chairman thanked Boro Cllr Palmer and County Cllr Rayner for their 
input. 
 
Declarations of interest: 
In the interests of transparency, Cllr Carboni declared an interest in 
planning application TM/21/00350/FL, a neighbouring property. There is no 
DPI or Other Significant Interest in this case. 
 
Council Matters: 
(i) The Chairman outlined the difficulties with the scheduled dates for the 
Annual Parish Meeting (19 April) and Annual Meeting (10 May) in view of 
the Government’s decision not to extend the regulation to allow remote 
meetings beyond 6 May, and the continued restrictions on face-to-face 
meetings until at least 17 May.  Councillors agreed that the Annual Parish 
Meeting should go ahead as scheduled and that the Annual Meeting should 
be re-scheduled to Tuesday 4 May, both meetings to be held remotely via 
Zoom.  A decision regarding subsequent ordinary Parish Council meetings 
would be made when the longer term regulations were clarified. 
(ii) Councillors were reminded that the delegated authority to the Clerk 
approved in April 2020 was due for review.  The document would be 
updated and circulated for approval at the April meeting. 
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Correspondence: 
A list of correspondence is at Appendix 1. 
Councillors noted that Census information had been received and would be 
circulated to relevant organisations and posted on the website.  It was 
agreed that Cllrs Carboni and Hiddleston would review the MCHLG 
consultation on design codes and the TMBC Air Quality survey respectively 
and respond as appropriate. 
 
Payments & Finance: 
(i) Quotations received. Councillors approved a quotation of £414 for paint 
repairs to the play equipment at the Spoute.  It was noted that a quotation 
from Sovereign play to replace the affected parts was in the region of £4-6k, 
which was considered excessive, especially since the play equipment has 
been in situ for less than two years. 
It was reported that Landscape Services had submitted their renewal 
quotation for grounds maintenance for 2021-2022 but had failed to attach 
the detailed quotation to their submission. Councillors approved the renewal 
in principle, subject to a reasonable price adjustment to last year’s costs. 
(ii) Receipts & payments.  A financial statement and bank reconciliation 
was distributed to members. Councillors approved an additional payment of 
£222 to the Parochial Church Council to assist with actual costs for 
churchyard maintenance for 2020-2021, resulting in a payment of £2,622 
against a budgeted figure of £2,400. 
The following receipts were noted:                £ 

 KCC Members Grant: highways consultation fee     588.00 
 HMRC: VAT claim Oct 2019-Mar 2020   1,556.09 
The following payments were approved:               £ 
 H&E Tree Services: annual maintenance 2020-21  1,452.00 
 KALC: Cllr planning training, Feb 2021          60.00 
 PPCC: churchyard maintenance 2020-21   2,622.00 
 Age UK Sevenoaks & Tonbridge: donation      200.00 
 Clerk salary & reimbursements February 2021        713.14 
 Eon Energy: street lighting February 2021        56.89 

 
Planning: 
(i) Local Plan update.  The Chairman advised that TMBC had now 
responded to the Inspectors regarding their questions in respect of failure to 
co-operate.  It was noted that the absence of a Local Plan makes the 
Borough vulnerable to unwanted development, although objections could 
still be raised in respect of inappropriate applications.  
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(ii) Cllr Knights reported that she had attended a training webinar for tree 
surgeons which had given insight into the status of trees in planning 
applications.  Trees are considered to hold a community asset value and 
should be taken into full account in relation to planning applications.  It was 
also noted that the Covid-19 emergency had impacted on the work of 
Planning Authorities’ Tree Officers, who had had to curtail site visits.  
(iii) Planning applications. 
 
TMBC decisions: 
14 The Street, Plaxtol:  Installation of external flue for domestic wood 
burner. Granted permission. Parish Council had not objected to this 
application. 
Church House, Church Hill:  T1 Ash Tree - Reduce by 25%, T2 Cherry Tree 
- Reduce by 25%, T3 Conifer - Reduce by 25%, T4 Maple - Reduce by 
25%. No objection. Parish Council had not objected to this application. 
Fulbeck, 15 The Street:  T1 Silver birch tree - reduce by 30% and shape 
and trim to maintain tree in keeping with surroundings, T2 Magnolia tree - 
reduce by 2-3m and maintain in keeping with surroundings. No objection. 
Parish Council had not objected to this application. 
Land East of Little Allens, Allens Lane:  Erection of dwelling.  Granted 
permission.  Parish Council had objected to this application. 
Nut Tree Hall, Grange Hill:  T1 Conifer - reduce by 50% and remove limb on 
East side and T2 Silver Maple - reduce by 50%.  No objection.  Parish 
Council had not objected to this application. 
Wealden House, Church Hill:  Proposed part 1.5 storey extension with 
single storey element to the rear, associated internal alterations, 
replacement windows to the front and rear, landscaping changes and 
extension to existing driveway.  Granted permission.  Parish Council had 
not objected to this application. 
Yew Tree House, The Street:  Reduce Yew Tree by 25%.  No objection. 
Parish Council had not objected to this application. 
 
Parish council decisions: 
Councillors noted that responses in respect of the following had been made 
to TMBC since the February meeting: 
Bourne Cottage, Dux Lane:  Listed Building Application: removal of internal 
partition walls, and replacement of flooring.  No objection. 
Church House, Church Hill:  T1 Ash Tree - Reduce by 25%, T2 Cherry Tree 
- Reduce by 25%, T3 Conifer - Reduce by 25%, T4 Maple - Reduce by 
25%.  The Tree Warden had reported that the proposed work would benefit 
the various trees.  He had also been advised by the applicant that the felling 
of a further tree, a conifer, was to be included in the application.  The Tree 
Warden supported this and all other aspects of the application.  No 
objection. 
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Land South West Of Claygate House, Winfield Lane:  Lawful Development 
Certificate Existing: Storage of vehicles on the land in connection with 
banger racing hobby.  Objection.  Councillors considered that the applicant 
had provided insufficient evidence to confirm the continuous use of the land 
for the storage of banger racing vehicles for ten years. 
Land South West Of Claygate House, Winfield Lane:  Conversion of 
existing redundant building to a single dwelling.  Objection.  Councillors 
highlighted the following issues: 
� inappropriate development in the Green Belt; 
� unsuitability of the structure for conversion; 
� potential site contamination; 
� no wildlife survey; 
� insufficient clarity in the plans. 
Yew Tree House, The Street:  Reduce Yew Tree by 25%.  The Tree 
Warden reported that work was necessary for the regular maintenance of 
this tree and to increase light to the neighbouring property and to reduce 
the overhang of the highway.  No objection. 
Councillors considered the following applications: 
Land East of Chance Cottage, Long Mill Lane:  Proposed change of use of 
land to luxury self-catered accommodation, including the siting of a 
shepherds hut and treatment room together with car parking and 
landscaping.  Councillors noted that a further traffic report had been 
received in respect of this application and that the Planning Officer had 
invited the Parish Council to make further comment.  Councillors 
considered the traffic report to be misleading and that it had failed to 
address the objections raised by the highways authority.  The Council’s 
objection to this application was therefore unchanged. 
Landway Farm, Basted Lane:  Prior Agricultural Notification: To prevent 
agriculture lorries such as feed delivery lorries and tractors with trailers 
going passed 3 listed buildings with roofs which overhang the narrow road 
Basted lane.  It is also impossible to widen the existing entrance to the farm 
due to other buildings and lane which is not in our ownership, at present the 
entrance and width of the road make it impossible for some agricultural 
vehicles to enter the farm.  No objection. 
Spring Cottage, Long Mill Lane:  Single storey rear extension with 
alterations to existing single storey rear roof structure, removal of raised 
decking and replacement with raised paving and steps.  No objection. 
St Michaels Cottage, The Street:  TM/21/00350/FL:  Attached double 
garage to side elevation and associated driveway alterations.  No 
objection. 
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Meeting Feedback: 
Parish Partnership Panel, 4.2.21. The Chairman reported on the following 
issues: 
� Southern water had made some changes to the infrastructure to deal with 

flooding at Borough Green.  A request has been made for a 
representative to attend the next meeting on 10.6.21; 

� climate change forum to be held at TMBC; 
� increased levels of waste during lockdown; 
� Police reported increases in theft from outbuildings and in domestic 

abuse; 
� issues raised by the parishes in respect of cyclists, horse-riders and 

walkers all sharing the same exercise space; 
� opening of the Angel Centre in Tonbridge for vaccinations; 
� a new round of grant funding for local businesses. 
Community Affairs: 
The Chairman confirmed that, due to errors on the part of TMBC, ownership 
of the decommissioned phone box at the Spoute had passed to Community 
Heartbeat Trust (CHT).  CHT were seeking to complete a project with the 
community for the future of the box, preferably, but not exclusively, the 
housing of a defibrillator.  After some discussion with CHT an offer of the 
installation of a new defibrillator and cabinet, with accessories, had been 
made for a cost of £1,700 ex VAT.  The defibrillator would access the power 
in the box supplied by BT.  Once the project was completed, ownership of 
the phone box would pass to the Parish Council.  CHT could also supply 
the ‘official’ red and gold paint for the refurbishment of the box.  Councillors 
agreed to the completion of the project with CHT and that the purchase and 
installation of the defibrillator should go forward. 
Environment: 
The Chairman reported that a working party group had met to discuss the 
possibility of an alternative heat source project such as that being 
undertaken at Swaffham Prior.  Participants had agreed to explore some 
avenues of research for a decision regarding viability to be made at a 
meeting next month. 
Recreation Grounds: 
(i) Cllr Denham reported that there was some flaking paint on the 
equipment at the Winnie Bowes recreation ground and some damage to the 
play surface at the Spoute recreation ground which were being monitored in 
accordance with the annual inspection report.  There was an issue with 
laughing gas canisters being left at the Spoute ground which parishioners 
had also commented on and which had had to be removed.  A bolt on the 
slide at the Spoute had been broken though it was unclear whether this was 
through (possibly inappropriate) use or a design fault.  The issue had been 
reported to Sovereign and their comments were awaited.  Councillors 
discussed the issue of how to progress small repair and maintenance jobs 



at the recreation grounds.  The Chairman agreed to pursue the issue of 
using a handyman for these.  It was noted that the replacement fence at the 
Spoute was still outstanding.  Cllr Knights agreed to seek quotations. 
(ii) It was reported that H&E Tree Services had inspected the trees at the 
Spoute which were causing shading problems for a nearby resident.  It had 
been advised that one tree, an acacia, was unsuitable for reduction, but that 
the second, a thin cherry, was of no amenity value and was suitable for 
removal.  Councillors agreed to remove the cherry at a quoted cost of £100. 
(iii) The Chairman reported that he and Cllr Hiddleston had held a remote 
meeting with the householders at the Spoute recreation ground regarding 
the access gate.  The householders had agreed to re-instate the hedge on 
the recreation ground and an agreement had been reached on restricting 
access to the recreation ground via the gate. 
Highways & Transport: 
(i) Parking issues.  Cllr Carboni reported that following a meeting with Cllrs 
Beynon and Thomas, measurements of the road had been taken with a 
view to recommending a kerb build out, marked by posts.  It had been 
agreed that a local graphic designer would be sought to create some 
images of the possible appearance of a build out and that suitable posts 
would be researched.  The issue would then be taken forward with KCC 
Highways.  
(ii) Winter gritting.  Cllr Brewin reported that the suggestion of sharing a 
small gritter with a neighbouring parish had been raised during the recent 
snowfall.  A gritter could also possibly be attached to the tractor used to 
‘snow plough’ the local roads.  It was agreed that Cllr Thomas would 
contact the farmer contracted to clear the roads to discuss possibilities. 
(iii) KCC road safety strategy.  Cllr Beynon advised that he had scrutinised 
the proposals and would make a response.  Issues for the future could 
include ‘cluster sites’ and the possible introduction of local speed limits. 
(iv) Spoute Island.  Cllr Knights reported that damage to the island had 
been caused by a vehicle or vehicles mounting the kerb, probably to avoid 
parked cars.  It was noted that, although posts could be installed at the 
edge of the island, Highways had advised in a previous enquiry that the 
installation of posts would have to be at a minimum of 450mm from the 
kerb.  It was agreed that the situation would be kept under review. 
Date of Next Meeting: 
Parish Council meeting: Tuesday 6 April 2021 at 8 pm on Zoom 
Annual Parish Meeting: Monday 19 April 2021 at 8pm on Zoom 
 
 

The Zoom link for the Parish Council meetings is published on the agenda 
the preceding Wednesday.  This is available online – or it’s posted at the 
Memorial Hall notice board – or it can be obtained from the Clerk: 

Linda Thomas on 810600 – or:  clerk@plaxtol.com 
 

 



 

 

    FAIRSEAT ESTATES LTD 
    Building & Development 
       -   New build 
       -   Extensions 
       -   Refurbishments 
       -   Planning 
         Call - James Beslee – 07961 395759 
395759   or email - jbeslee@yahoo.com 
 
 

treeservicesltd 
 

All aspects of private and commercial tree work 
undertaken by fully trained and well equipped staff 

 
Fully insured.  Free advice and Estimates 

 
Our services include:- 

Hazard evaluation (Health and Safety checks) 
Cutting back of trees and branches 

Crown reduction and thinning 
Dangerous trees made safe 

Logs and wood chip sold 
Stump removal 
Hedge cutting 

DUNCAN SIMPSON – 01732 810933 
duncan@treeservicesltd.co.uk 

www.treeservicesltd.co.uk 
 

 

 



 
 

Plough Hill, Basted, Borough Green, TN15 8PS 
 

01732 668619 - www.ploughatbasted.co.uk 
 

We are a CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) Free House serving a selection of fine 
ales brewed in Kent.  We also serve Tea and Coffee throughout the day. 

Our pub is family friendly and dog friendly.  We regularly cater for groups of 
ramblers and have parking for over 20 cars.  Whether, you're out rambling, 

looking for some beautiful Kentish countryside in which to spend some 
time or just passing by and in need of refreshment we look forward 

to serving you very soon. 
 

OPEN FROM 12PM until LATE EVERYDAY 
 

x Local Ales and Ciders 
x Lagers & Stouts including Stella & Guinness 

x A wide range of Wines and Spirits 
x Soft Drinks and Mineral Waters 
x Tea and freshly brewed Coffee 

 
"Thank you Ben, great food and a warm welcome for our dog" 

 
Fresh, home cooked food served daily (except Mondays) 
x Home cooked traditional Sunday Roast  -  1,  2 or 3 courses 

x Fresh Fish & Chips every Friday 
x Tasty Steaks and Burgers 
x Bar snacks and Nibbles 
x Sandwiches and Rolls 

x Deep Filled Pies 
 

"We really enjoyed the Fish & Chips, crispy batter and huge 
 portions just the way we like it - thank you" 

 
We can cater for small or large groups, functions, 
parties/celebrations and corporate meetings also. 

Please get in touch to discuss.  



 

 
 



 



 

Kevin Aiston 
Complete Building Service 

(Over 20 years experience with W O Durlings of Ightham) 
Roofing      Extensions 
Painting   Decorating  All Repairs 

Plastering     Conversions 
Free Estimates      -     Prompt Reliable Service 

Telephone  -  01732 883832  -  Anytime 
Email:  aiston04@aol.com  Mobile  -  07734 214334 

 

 
 

HOUSE and PET SERVICES 
 

Pop-in services      Dog walking 
House and Pet sitting 

 

Fully accredited and insured 
National Association of Pet Sitters and Dog Walkers 

Very competitive rates 
 

Contact: Jon Reynolds Tel: 07704 685947 
email: jrinkent@btinternet.com 
www.narpsuk.co.uk/profile/jrinkent 

www.findalocalpetsitter.co.uk/profile/jrinkent 
 

 

 

   IANHOLLOBON 
       HEATING AND PLUMBING 
 
Full Heating Design and Installation       Landlord Certificates and Servicing 

Water Softeners and Filters Free delivery of salt blocks 
Unvented Cylinders and Accumulators 

All Domestic Plumbing 
07887 726 275 hollobon@virginmedia.com 

 

         



 


