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    FAIRSEAT ESTATES LTD 
    Building & Development 
       -   New build 
       -   Extensions 
       -   Refurbishments 
       -   Planning 
         Call - James Beslee – 07961 395759 
395759   or email - jbeslee@yahoo.com 
 
 

treeservicesltd 
 

All aspects of private and commercial tree work 
undertaken by fully trained and well equipped staff 

 
Fully insured.  Free advice and Estimates 

 
Our services include:- 

Hazard evaluation (Health and Safety checks) 
Cutting back of trees and branches 

Crown reduction and thinning 
Dangerous trees made safe 

Logs and wood chip sold 
Stump removal 
Hedge cutting 

DUNCAN SIMPSON – 01732 810933 
duncan@treeservicesltd.co.uk 

www.treeservicesltd.co.uk 
 

 

 



 



 

Kevin Aiston 
Complete Building Service 

(Over 20 years experience with W O Durlings of Ightham) 
Roofing      Extensions 
Painting   Decorating  All Repairs 

Plastering     Conversions 
Free Estimates      -     Prompt Reliable Service 

Telephone  -  01732 883832  -  Anytime 
Email:  aiston04@aol.com  Mobile  -  07734 214334 

 

 
 

HOUSE and PET SERVICES 
 

Pop-in services      Dog walking 
House and Pet sitting 

 

Fully accredited and insured 
National Association of Pet Sitters and Dog Walkers 

Very competitive rates 
 

Contact: Jon Reynolds Tel: 07704 685947 
email: jrinkent@btinternet.com 
www.narpsuk.co.uk/profile/jrinkent 

www.findalocalpetsitter.co.uk/profile/jrinkent 
 

 

 

   IANHOLLOBON 
       HEATING AND PLUMBING 
 
Full Heating Design and Installation       Landlord Certificates and Servicing 

Water Softeners and Filters Free delivery of salt blocks 
Unvented Cylinders and Accumulators 

All Domestic Plumbing 
07887 726 275 hollobon@virginmedia.com 

 

         



 
PARISH DIARY: AUGUST 2021 

 
WEEKDAYS Morning Prayer is normally said in Plaxtol Church at 8.30 am 
 
SUNDAY  
9th Sunday  
after Trinity 

1st 
 

8.00 am Holy Communion 
9.30  Parish Communion at Shipbourne 
11.00 Family Service with Communion 
 Readings for Principal Service: 

     Exodus 16: 2-4. 9-15 
     Ephesians 4: 1-16 
     John 6: 24-35 

12pm Picnic in the Church and Churchyard  
at  Plaxtol (see box) 

Monday 2nd 8 pm Parish Council Meeting  
in Plaxtol Church  

Thursday 5th 9-11 am Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne Church 
3 pm W.I. Garden Meeting at the Rectory 

SUNDAY 
10th Sunday 
after Trinity 

8th 8.00 am Holy Communion at Shipbourne 
9.30 Matins at  Shipbourne 
11.00 Parish Communion 
 Readings for Principal Service: 

     1 Kings 19: 4-8 
     Ephesians 4: 25 – 5: 2 
     John 6: 35, 41-51 

12-3 End of Lockdown “Peter’s Prayers”  
Picnic etc on Shipbourne Green. (see 
Facebook for latest) 

Thursday 12th 9-11 am Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne Church 
SUNDAY 
11th Sunday 
after Trinity 

15th 8.00 am Holy Communion 
9.30 am Parish Communion at Shipbourne 
11.00 “Community@11”  or  Family 

Communion  (to be confirmed)  
 Readings for Principal Service: 

     Proverbs 9: 1-6 
     Ephesians 5: 15-20 
     John 6: 51-58 

Thursday 19th 9-11 am Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne Church 
Saturday 21st 12-4 Plaxtol Church Fete at the Rectory (see 

advert 
Note from the Rector: 
We are pleased to be back to a full programme of services in church on 
Sundays. These gatherings remain subject to Government restrictions and 
the Church of England’s “Recovery Group” guidelines. Any events that we 
have planned in anticipation of new freedoms remain provisional.   



 
SUNDAY 
12th Sunday 
after Trinity 

22nd 8.00 am Holy Communion at Shipbourne 
9.30 am Family Service at Shipbourne 
11.00 Parish Communion 
 Readings for Principal Service: (c) 

     Joshua 24: 1-2a, 14-18 
     Ephesians 6: 10-20 
     John 6: 56-69 

Thursday 26th 9-11 am Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne Church 
SUNDAY 
13th Sunday 
after Trinity 
 

29th 
 

8.00 am Holy Communion 
9.30 am Holy Communion (1662+hymns) at 

Shipbourne 
11.00 am Morning Worship 
6pm Benefice Choral Evensong  

at Shipbourne 
 Readings for Principal Service: 

     Deuteronomy  4: 1-2, 6-9 
     James 1; 17-end 
     Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 
For enquiries about baptisms, weddings, funerals, hospital and home visits, 

and Holy Communion at home please contact: 
Rector of Shipbourne with Plaxtol: Rev Dr Peter Hayler 

The Rectory, The Street, Plaxtol (opposite the Papermaker’s Arms) 
Telephone 01732 811 081 email: rectorswp@gmail.com 

Normally he takes Friday as a day off except if there is an emergency 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FROM THE REGISTERS 
Marriage 
26th June: Michael BRAY and Hannah CRACKNELL 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING POLICIES 
Can be found using the following link: 

https://www.rochester.anglican.org/safeguarding/guidance-
safeguarding/guidance-policy-statements 

 
Safeguarding Officer for Plaxtol Church is Carol Crossley on 810 801 



 
RECTOR’S LETTER 
Learning to live with Covid 
At the time of writing, the Prime Minister 
has announced that many of the regulations 
that we have been living with will no longer be 
required, that the responsibility is now with the 
individual, and that ‘freedoms’ are to be restored. 
 
In the Church of England, there has been a ‘Recovery Group’, chaired by 
the Bishop of London, which has issued guidelines specific to church 
activities such as worship. We are now waiting for the latest round of these 
to be issued and, if they reflect the move that the Government has taken, 
the responsibility for deciding will likely be at a parish level. 
 
Please let us not lose sight of our record in these matters. The churches 
have played their part in ‘Track and Trace’, using contact lists and QR 
codes, and no-one has been ‘pinged’ in connection with our churches. 
 
 Volunteers have been doing a daily wipe-down of the accessible parts of 
the church every day. Our churches have remained open for individual 
private prayer whenever this has been allowed, and open for corporate 
public worship within a week of this being allowed after every lock-down.  
 
There are many measures in place to help our time together to be safe: 
from hand-gel and ventilation, to pew-spacing and masks, from cleaning to 
withdrawing the common cup at Holy Communion. We have carefully and 
effectively rearranged our worship styles accordingly. Many of these 
measures will be easy enough to leave in place, mitigating ongoing risks. 
 
The one thing we have missed the most is, of course, singing. Our choirs 
have been allowed back, but only a maximum of six voices – voices that 
have got very unused to singing over the past 16 months. So, my hunch is 
that this is the measure we would be keenest to see reversed. It doesn’t 
mean we have to ‘holler’, like they did at Wembley; we could sing quietly, 
even behind our masks or outside, and still be enriched by our participation.  
 
We must remain mindful of those who are less confident and more 
vulnerable than ourselves, who have only just regained the confidence to 
attend church, and whom we would hate to see slip away out of fear. 

Peter Hayler, Rector. 





WE INVITED OUR NEW CURATE MARK PACKER TO 
INTRODUCE HIMSELF. .  
It’s a very strange thing to be asked to write a page introducing yourself for 
one, let alone two, parish magazines. Never mind, life is full of ‘firsts’ and 
this is another one! Perhaps it would be helpful to explain how we got here.1 
I was brought up in Hull. I studied in Leeds, moving down to London where I 
worked in the City for a few years and then moved into higher education. I 
am now at Brunel Medical School where I am the Head of Digital 
Education.2 My wife, Susan, is from South Wales, taught science and was 
Head of Lower School at a Convent School in Greenwich. We married in 
1990, living in London until we escaped and moved to Hildenborough in 
1997. We couldn’t believe how beautiful Kent was and spent the first six or 
so weeks Oast-spotting, until we realised there were a lot of them in the 
neighbourhood. In moving to Hildenborough we discovered that we are, at 
heart, country people. I enjoy playing the guitar, reading science fiction, 
historical naval fiction, and listening to music on vinyl. 
I grew up in a Christian home. My parents were active, committed 
Christians for whom the Christian life was something to be lived out and 
experienced rather than theorised or talked about. They were involved in 
youthwork, and, in her later years, my mum was known as ‘Supergran’ by 
generations of local children.3 My father’s favourite fact was that he was 
married to Supergran!4 Before moving to St. John’s Hildenborough in 2014 
Susan and I went to Tonbridge Baptist Church, and before that a number of 
other small churches. I am an officer in Boys’ Brigade and what really 
relaxes me is an evening with BB, paddling a kayak on the Medway. I’ve 
just learned how to eskimo-roll a kayak! 
People say that Ordained Ministry is a vocation, or ‘calling’. It certainly is for 
me, although I didn’t realise it until 2014. The last seven years have been 
quite a journey and at the end of June, Susan and I began an exciting new 
chapter in our lives. We ‘left’ our church family in Hildenborough and 
‘moved’ to Shipbourne with Plaxtol (SwP) to meet our new church family at 
St. Giles’ and Plaxtol Church. Following my ordination on the 25th 
September, I shall become the Curate working alongside, learning from the 
Rector Peter Hayler.  
We’re looking forward to meeting and getting to know people across both 
parishes over the next few months and years including, hopefully, you.  

Mark 

                                                 
1 Obviously, down Hildenborough Road, but that is hardly the point! 
2 Although, I’m not a medic. 
3 If you care to ask, I can tell you a funny story about my mum’s conversation with 
Roland Gift of the Fine Young Cannibals. 
4 “Here, mister, are you married to Supergran?” asked a small boy. “Yes” my 
father responded. “Wow!” said the boy. 



 
Mark in relaxed mode 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dog show at Church Fete 
 
We are very pleased that 
Best Behaviour School for  
Dogs are happy to run our 
Dog Show again this year on the condition that: 

x All dogs are well behaved + friendly 
x No aggressive dogs are admitted 
x All dogs are kept on a lead at all times 
x In the charge of a responsible adult 
x All dogs are insured 

Entry on the day. See Posters + website early August 
for lists of classes to enter. 

 
PLAXTOL NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH – AUGUST 2021 

BASTED LANE:  Borough Green:  Late afternoon on 3rd July.  Somebody 
shot and killed three chickens with an air gun in the garden of a residential 
property. 

 

 



 
 

“Normality” Returns – Picnic in the Churchyard 
We have all longed to celebrate the lifting of the lockdown restrictions and 
life returning to normal and we’re going to do so! On Sunday 1st August, 
following our eleven o’clock Family Service we will picnic under the trees in 
the churchyard or, if the weather is against us, in the Church itself.   Bring 
your wider family,  your neighbours and your friends.  Bring your picnic – 
either enough for you or to share with others. You won’t need chairs and we 
have a table or two – do bring your own small table if you wish.  Bring your 
wine. Bring a guitar. Let’s be together, rejoice and celebrate!    
 
 

 
Coffee, Cake and Company. 

5 of our group met in the garden of Joan Owen on Friday 9th 
July to share time together; they hadn’t met since lockdown in 
March 2020! We had a jolly time together as if we hadn’t been 
away from our meeting. Conversation and laughter flowed. 
We intend to invite a different group of 5 in August to Jane 
Wlliams’ garden. 
We look forward to when we can all be together again in 
church. 

The Pastoral Team 
 

 



 
 

Plough Hill, Basted, Borough Green, TN15 8PS 
 

01732 668619 - www.ploughatbasted.co.uk 
 

We are a CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) Free House serving a selection of fine 
ales brewed in Kent.  We also serve Tea and Coffee throughout the day. 

Our pub is family friendly and dog friendly.  We regularly cater for groups of 
ramblers and have parking for over 20 cars.  Whether, you're out rambling, 

looking for some beautiful Kentish countryside in which to spend some 
time or just passing by and in need of refreshment we look forward 

to serving you very soon. 
 

OPEN FROM 12PM until LATE EVERYDAY 
 

x Local Ales and Ciders 
x Lagers & Stouts including Stella & Guinness 

x A wide range of Wines and Spirits 
x Soft Drinks and Mineral Waters 
x Tea and freshly brewed Coffee 

 
"Thank you Ben, great food and a warm welcome for our dog" 

 
Fresh, home cooked food served daily (except Mondays) 
x Home cooked traditional Sunday Roast  -  1,  2 or 3 courses 

x Fresh Fish & Chips every Friday 
x Tasty Steaks and Burgers 
x Bar snacks and Nibbles 
x Sandwiches and Rolls 

x Deep Filled Pies 
 

"We really enjoyed the Fish & Chips, crispy batter and huge 
 portions just the way we like it - thank you" 

 
We can cater for small or large groups, functions, 
parties/celebrations and corporate meetings also. 

Please get in touch to discuss.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 
Plaxtol Time and Talents  

A fundraising initiative for Plaxtol Parish Church 
Do you have some time that you could spare to help others? Do you 
have a talent for cooking, baking, gardening, organising, painting, 
tidying? Do you have skills that others could benefit from? Plaxtol 
church is starting a volunteering initiative for our village community. 

1. Register your time, talent, or skill on the following link, 
https://forms.gle/JEkTjm4ELyLiePpMA 

or by collecting a form from church  

or emailing plaxtoltimeandtalents@gmail.com  

2. Let us know how much you can do and your recommended fee 
donation 

3. Register your interest in receiving a list of the time and talents 
available. Do this at the following link,  
https://forms.gle/eUXQdDMr4aNMxQLz6 
or by completing a sign-up form at church  

or by emailing plaxtoltimeandtalents@gmail.com 
This volunteering & fundraising event is open to all to take part. 
Children under 18 are most welcome but must be supervised by a 
parent or guardian.  
 
All monies raised go to Plaxtol Parish Church. 
Thank you,  from Plaxtol Church  
 
JUNE WEATHER 
June weather, the average day temp. was 27.20c, the average night 
temp. was 120c, the highest day was Mon. 14th   with 34.50c, and the 
lowest night was Fri. 25th with 8.00c, the total rainfall was 90mm with 
an average over the last 30 years of 59.06mm the highest month 
was June 2000 with 136mm the lowest month was June 2018 with 
3mm,                                                                        Lionel Stielow 



PLAXTOL WI JULY REPORT 
Plaxtol WI would like to pay our own tribute to Estelle Collard. 
Many of you in the village will have already heard the sad news that Estelle Collard passed 
away peacefully in the Hospice in the Weald on June 18th after an illness lasting several 
months. Estelle joined our WI in 1997 and was always a very active member, latterly joining 
the Committee and becoming an excellent Speakers’ Secretary. Many will recall that a few 
years ago her worst fears came true when a speaker cried off at a few hours’ notice and she 
gallantly stepped in. She regaled us with stories of “Estelle Collard Through The Ages” as 
she had travelled extensively during her childhood. One special memory was when she was 
living in Nyasaland (later Malawi) when the King & Queen, with Princesses Elizabeth & 
Margaret, visited Rhodesia in 1947. All the school children were asked to contribute 6d from 
their pocket money to Princess Elizabeth’s 21st birthday present of a diamond brooch, which 
was known as “The Flame Lily Brooch”.  
Several years ago a group from our WI visited an exhibition of the Queen’s clothing and 
jewellery collection at Buckingham Palace and Estelle got very excited when she saw “her 
brooch” in the display cabinet!  
In later life Estelle enjoyed cruising and met many interesting people, some of whom she 
managed to persuade to come and speak to us at WI!      We shall miss her very much* 

* * * * *  
On July 1st we enjoyed an excellent talk by Richard Griffin about his years as a Bodyguard 
to the Royal Family. Without breaching the Official Secrets Act he regaled us with tales of 
events – some scary, some poignant and many very amusing – of his years in service. It 
was very moving to hear how a very genuine personal friendship developed with HM Queen 
Elizabeth, which continues to this day, even after his retirement.  
We are looking forward to our Garden Meeting at The Rectory on August 5th when (during 
our brief Annual Meeting at the start) we shall formally elect our new Committee and Officers 
for the forthcoming year.   

 Penny Court 
*we are hoping to include a fuller tribute to Estelle in our Sep edition – Ed 
 
 

IGHTHAM & DISTRICT GARDENERS CLUB 
INVITES YOU TO A TALK TITLED : 

“SLOE SEDUCTION” 
Speaker is KATHERINE HOOK 
TUESDAY, 24th AUGUST 2021 

At IGHTHAM VILLAGE HALL for 7.30pm 
Visitors very welcome 

         For further information contact Phil Barlass   - 01732 883505 
                                                       or    Dee Samways  – 0779 900 2129 



AUGUST COOKERY COLUMN 
IT’S AS SIMPLE AS ‘A, B, C’ 
Seasonal produce in August is abundant – I have chosen Aubergine, 
Beetroot and Courgette. 
Courgette Gratin (Hairy Bikers) 
2 tbsp olive oil   800g courgettes, sliced  
Few sprigs thyme  Few basil leaves 
100ml crème fraîche  50ml milk 
1 tsp plain flour  75g gruyère or similar cheese, grated 
Oven 200C. Put olive oil in a large, lidded frying pan. Add courgettes, herbs 
and seasoning. Cover. Cook gently for 10 mins until courgettes have 
softened but are still al dente. Transfer to an oven dish. Whisk crème 
fraîche, milk and flour together and season. Pour over the courgettes. 
Sprinkle over cheese. Bake 25 mins 
Beetroot Hummus (Dr Rupy Aujla) 
1 tsp cumin seeds  250g cooked beetroot quartered 
400g tin chickpeas, drained and rinsed  
1 garlic clove, peeled  1 tsp ground coriander 
½ tsp flaked sea salt  2 tbsp extra virgin olive oil   
2 tbsp fresh lemon juice  Ground black pepper 
Toast cumin seeds gently in a dry frying pan for 2 mins, stirring. Remove 
from heat. Put beetroot, chickpeas, garlic, coriander, salt and olive oil in a 
food processor. Add cumin seeds, lemon juice and season well with 
pepper. Blitz until smooth. Check seasoning. Add more salt, pepper or 
lemon juice if needed. Blitz again. Use as a dip or spread for sandwiches 
and wraps. 
Aubergine Parmigiana (Tesco) 
2 aubergines, cut into rings  1 tbsp garlic-infused olive oil 
3 large onions, peeled and finely chopped  
3 large carrots, peeled and finely diced 
1 pack 3 mixed peppers, diced   
2 large courgettes, finely chopped 
2 tsp dried oregano   2 x 400g tins chopped tomatoes 
50g Parmigiano cheese, finely grated  
125g pack mozzarella, thinly sliced 
Oven 180C. Set the grill to high. Cook aubergine slices in batches until 
browned on each side. Heat oil in a large pan. Add onions, stir until 
softened. Add carrots, peppers and courgettes. Cook for 15 mins, stirring. 
Add oregano and tomatoes. Simmer for 10 mins. Pour some of the sauce 
into an ovenproof dish, top with aubergine slices then add more sauce. 
Repeat until the final layer is sauce. Top with cheeses. Bake 30-40 mins.  

Morag Welham 
 



AUGUST AT THE FARMERS MARKET 
Many Farmers Markets and Stallholders have been struggling since 
lockdown was ‘partially un-locked’ in May. There was no ‘light bulb’ moment 
and the numbers of shoppers have been considerably lower than 2019 
levels. However, we are in the business for the long haul, and as more and 
more people gain confidence following vaccination, we are hoping that the 
number of you wishing to ‘shop local’ will start to increase. 
The weather has also not been kind to us. We were lulled into a false sense 
of well being early on in the year, but this was followed by unseasonable 
cold and wet weather which delayed both asparagus and soft fruit growths. 
We have now caught up and are reaching the peak for raspberries, 
strawberries and plums, though the cherry season is all but over. Now is the 
time to buy soft fruit and convert it into jams, ice cream, smoothies and 
cakes or store in the freezer to bring a taste of the summer to the winter 
months.  
New season lamb is now available from Renhurst Farm. The more mature 
the lamb, the better the taste. Try a butterflied leg of lamb or boned 
shoulder joint on the barbecue (you will need to pre-order from Annabelle of 
Renhurst Farm). It tastes much better if marinated even for a couple of 
hours before cooking. Make a marinade of 3 tbsp olive oil, 2 crushed garlic 
cloves, 1 lemon, thickly sliced, 2 tbsp maple syrup, 1 tbsp each Ras al 
Hanout spice and tomato ketchup, leaves from two sprigs of rosemary and 
seasoning. A barbecue is also the perfect way to make the most of locally 
produced steaks, burgers and sausages. Sausages from the market have 
far superior flavour and cook really well compared to more insipid mass-
produced versions available in supermarkets. Try some more interesting 
recipes developed by Annabelle and Kieron (Kieron’s Game ) e.g. wild boar 
and apple  
Summer fish is plentiful this month and very reasonably priced. Sole, sea 
bass and plaice are excellent now. For shell fish contact Mike (our fish 
vendor on a Saturday or Sunday). 
You can actually pre order and pre pay for most items at Shipbourne by 
shopping On-line (go to www.shipbournefm.co.uk). This means not only can 
you see what is available at the market from your arm chair, but your 
ordered produce will be ready for you to pick up at the appropriate stall. We 
also have a Pick-Up point at the market where you can order from 
Producers who are unable to attend the market. Please let us know 
(bob@lodgeoast.co.uk) if you don’t receive our weekly newsletter which 
informs you about the On line Market.  
We are also keen to know about your thoughts on the market – what works 
and what we can improve. Again, please send us an email with your 
thoughts and ideas (bob@lodgeoast.co.uk) Shipbourne Farmers Market 
www.shipbournefm.co.uk  

Bob Taylor 



PLAXTOL HONOURS ITS VILLAGE STORE FOR PANDEMIC 
EFFORTS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A large gathering of residents of Plaxtol Parish turned out on Friday 16th 
July to offer thanks to the staff of the Village Store for their efforts in 
keeping open during the pandemic, and especially to see Tom Tugendhat 
MP present the owner, Mrs. Bal Pardesi with a framed certificate from the 
Kent Association of Local Councils (KALC).  This recognised how she had 
exceeded expectations, keeping her Village Store open, well-stocked and 
safe and offering free delivery and prescription services to all who needed 
them. 
Bal had also built a close supportive team around her throughout the 
pandemic and their loyalty was recognised by Plaxtol Parish Council who 
presented them with gifts of flowers  
The certificate is issued under the KALC Community Awards Scheme 2021, 
supported by the High Sheriff of Kent, Kent County Council and Medway 
Council.                                                                 Patrick Thomas 
KENT ARTISTS REFLECT 
Following the huge success of its first Open Exhibition last autumn, 
ArtSpring Gallery will once again be showcasing work from Kent-based 
artists in an exhibition entitled ‘Reflections’ to be held from 8th – 25th 
September.  ArtSpring have invited 2D and 3D artists to submit work that 
they have created over the course of the last year, reflecting on how the 
pandemic as a whole has affected their lives and that of their wider 
community. 

/cont’d . . . 

 



‘Reflections’ will include a large variety of work, both in the gallery as well 
as on the ArtSpring website and online shop.  With a lot of local art shows 
still cancelled this year it’s a great opportunity for Kent-based artists over 
the age of 18 to have their work exhibited and to reach a wide audience. 
As before, 10% of all sales will be donated to charity and this time ArtSpring 
have chosen Frontline19, a free, independent, nationwide service delivering 
psychological support to people working on the frontline.  Since it was set 
up in March 2020 the charity, run by volunteers and supported by 1200 
counsellors and therapists, has given 55,000 hours of emotional and 
therapeutic support to NHS staff, health visitors, paramedics and 
community midwives throughout the country. 
ArtSpring celebrated its 5th birthday recently and continues to showcase a 
diverse range of paintings, watercolour, printmaking, mixed media, 
photography, ceramics, glass and jewellery.  The work changes regularly 
and there is always something new to see – as regular visitors have 
discovered. 
The gallery is open at 167 High Street, Tonbridge from Wednesdays to 
Saturdays, 11am to 4pm, and other times by appointment.  Keep an eye out 
on the ArtSpring website: https://www.artspringgallery.co.uk for more 
information about exhibition dates and Private Views  
 
FROM TOM TUGENHAT, MBE, MP 
I write this as I have just listened to the Prime Minister’s press conference 
where he has announced that all social distancing measures will stop being 
legally required from 19 July 2021. 
 For many this will come as a great relief with the Government having an 
unprecedented control over many parts of our lives since March last year. 
But I know for others this will come with worry and anxiety, especially if you, 
or one of your household, is clinically extremely vulnerable. As we prepare 
for this next stage in the Covid-19 battle we must not forget that the end of 
legal restrictions should not stop each of us behaving with the responsibility 
and respect for others we expect in a community like ours. 
 As we learn to live with Covid-19, I suspect that masks and hand sanitisers 
will be with us for a lot longer than we expect and it will be seen—rightly—
as a simple courtesy to wear a mask if you are feeling under the weather or 
are in a crowded place. We’ve all become used to sanitising our hands 
when we walk into shops and face masks have helped reduce the spread of 
the virus since they were compulsory. Many will continue to do this for 
years to come, and we must all respect that choice. 
 The end of all legal restrictions has only been possible thanks to the 
success of the vaccine rollout. We have seen across our community the 
benefits to be gained from having your vaccine. There is a clear correlation 
between deaths from Covid19 and the number of unvaccinated people. But 
there are still some in our community who have not received theirs so if this 
is you, please do book one as soon as possible. 



 Tonbridge and Malling Ramblers 
Our friendly group is one of 13 Ramblers groups in Kent and part of the 
national Ramblers walking organisation.  
We explore the beautiful Kent countryside, usually starting mid-morning. 
Our group walks are mostly circular with a moderate pace over a distance 
of 5-6 miles.  You don’t have to be a Ramblers member to try out a couple 
of walks with us, to help you decide if you’d like to join. 
Advance booking is no longer required; you can just turn up on the day.  
Our walks follow Ramblers Covid-19 safety guidelines and we collect 
contact details for test and trace purposes.  To find out more, visit our 
website: http://www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk.  
We look forward to welcoming you on a walk soon! 
 

Date Route Distance 
Sunday 1 August Plaxtol to Hadlow and Gover Hill 5.5 miles 
Wednesday 4 August Leybourne 5 miles 
Sunday 8 August Around farmland north of Aylesford 4 miles 
Wednesday 11 August Hollingbourne And The North Downs 5.2 miles 
Sunday 15 August Medway and The Farleighs 5.3 miles 
Wednesday 18 August Bearsted to Otham circular 5 miles 
Sunday 22 August The Lakes and Ponds of Brenchley 5.3 miles 

Wednesday 25 August 
Mereworth Woods and West 
Peckham 6 miles 

Sunday 29 August Otford to Shoreham 5.5 miles 
All walks start at 10.00.  New walkers welcome.  For meeting points and 
details see the programme link at: 
www.tonbridgandmallingramblers.org.uk 
Or email us: info@tonbridgandmallingramblers.org.uk 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

COPY DATE FOR SEPTEMBER HERALD IS 10the AUGUST 
Please send anything for inclusion in the Plaxtol Herald to the Editor Peter 
Crossley at: crossley.wellington@outlook.com (810801) AND to the Deputy 

Editor Peter Brewin at: pbrewin@gmail.com (810361) 
Anything received after that date may be held over until the Oct edition. 



 

 
 

 

S. M. GOULD 
Horticultural & Forestry Contractor 

 
Seasoned Firewood – available all year round 

 
8 ton Digger or 2.5 ton Digger  
available for all ground works 

Paddock mowing - rolling - harrowing 
 

Grange Hill Wood Yard,  
Grange Hill, Plaxtol, Kent, TN15 0RG 

 
Tel: (01732) 811060 or 07702 475 321 

Email: logsdirectsevenoaks@hotmail.co.uk 
Website: www.logsdirectsevenoaks.co.uk 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

East Peckham Osteopaths 
Anthony Picknett and Louise James 

 

Children’s clinic, sports injuries and all muscle and joint problems  

23 Old Road, East Peckham. TN12 5AR   Tel: 01622 873481 
 

 

PLAXTOL MEMORIAL HALL 
Available for club meetings, children’s parties 

private functions, wedding receptions 
For bookings: ring Lizzie Hill on 811478 

or email:  nevishill@googlemail.com 
 

 

 

KEMSING WATER SOFTENERS 
Ten Year Guarantee 

Drinking Water Systems 
‘Exchange’ Softeners - Free Fitting 

‘Harveys’ block salt, Tablets and Granules 
Free comprehensive survey and after sales service 

01732 760471 
www.kemsingsofteners.co.uk 

 

  

 

Internal Alterations and 
Refurbishments 

Extensions, Conversions, 
Bathrooms 

Replacement Kitchens 
Tel – 01732 884036 

www.joseph-pcl.com 
 

     Mobiles – 07884 490664 
        or 07831 204113 

Website – www.joseph-pcl.com 
 

No bookings being taken until further notice 



 



      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE AERIAL MAN 
Family run business – Welcome to the Digital Age 

BT VISION ~ AERIAL INSTALLATION 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE ~ SPECIAL RATES FOR OAP’S 

         PLAXTOL 
              01732 883542 

 

 

 

 

 

EMMA PEACOCK 
BSc  MChS  SRCh 

 
HCPC Registered 

Chiropodist/Podiatrist 
Specialising in providing a 
comprehensive foot health 
care service – including the 
treatment of corns, calluses, 
verrucae, ingrown toenails 

and nail surgery 
 

South Park Medical 
Services 

South Park 
Sevenoaks, Kent 

TN13 1ED 
 

01732 742529 

  



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                          Visit us in the shop to browse our pottery selection or buy  
                                          takeaway kits to enjoy at home.  Perfect for a gift, a family  
                                          experience, or to discover a new hobby! 
 
                                          Or check out our selection of workshops to craft your own  
                                          pottery or join us for a cheeky glass of Prosecco while you  
                                          paint! 
 
                                          To make enquiries or book a session: 
                                          Email: hello@potterarti.co.uk       or call: 01732 753416 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 


