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    FAIRSEAT ESTATES LTD 
    Building & Development 
       -   New build 
       -   Extensions 
       -   Refurbishments 
       -   Planning 
         Call - James Beslee – 07961 395759 
395759   or email - jbeslee@yahoo.com 
 
 

treeservicesltd 
 

All aspects of private and commercial tree work 
undertaken by fully trained and well equipped staff 

 
Fully insured.  Free advice and Estimates 

 
Our services include:- 

Hazard evaluation (Health and Safety checks) 
Cutting back of trees and branches 

Crown reduction and thinning 
Dangerous trees made safe 

Logs and wood chip sold 
Stump removal 
Hedge cutting 

DUNCAN SIMPSON – 01732 810933 
duncan@treeservicesltd.co.uk 

www.treeservicesltd.co.uk 
 

 
 

 



 
 

Plough Hill, Basted, Borough Green, TN15 8PS 
 

01732 668619 - www.ploughatbasted.co.uk 
 

We are a CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) Free House serving a selection of fine 
ales brewed in Kent.  We also serve Tea and Coffee throughout the day. 

Our pub is family friendly and dog friendly.  We regularly cater for groups of 
ramblers and have parking for over 20 cars.  Whether, you're out rambling, 

looking for some beautiful Kentish countryside in which to spend some 
time or just passing by and in need of refreshment we look forward 

to serving you very soon. 
 

OPEN FROM 12PM until LATE EVERYDAY 
 

x Local Ales and Ciders 
x Lagers & Stouts including Stella & Guinness 

x A wide range of Wines and Spirits 
x Soft Drinks and Mineral Waters 
x Tea and freshly brewed Coffee 

 
"Thank you Ben, great food and a warm welcome for our dog" 

 
Fresh, home cooked food served daily (except Mondays) 
x Home cooked traditional Sunday Roast  -  1,  2 or 3 courses 

x Fresh Fish & Chips every Friday 
x Tasty Steaks and Burgers 
x Bar snacks and Nibbles 
x Sandwiches and Rolls 

x Deep Filled Pies 
 

"We really enjoyed the Fish & Chips, crispy batter and huge 
 portions just the way we like it - thank you" 

 
We can cater for small or large groups, functions, 
parties/celebrations and corporate meetings also. 

Please get in touch to discuss.  



 

 
 



 
 

PARISH DIARY:  JULY 2021 
 
 
EVERY SUNDAY:   the main morning service at Plaxtol is at 11.00am 
 
WEEKDAYS: Morning Prayer is normally said at Plaxtol Church at 8.30 am 
  Evening Prayer is normally said in Shipbourne Church at 4.30pm 
 
Thursday 
 
 
SUNDAY  
Trinity 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday 
 

 
1st 
 
 
 
4th  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5th  
 

 
7.45pm 
9-11am 
 
8.00am 
9.30am 

 
Plaxtol WI – on Zoom 
Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne Church 
 
Holy Communion at Plaxtol 
Parish Communion at Shipbourne 

11.00am Family Service with Communion at Plaxtol 
 
 
 
 
 
2.30pm 
8.00pm 

Readings for principal service: 
     Ezekiel 2: 1-5 
     2 Corinthians 12: 2-10 
     Mark 6: 1-13 
 
Bible Study at The Mallows, Ivy Hatch 
Plaxtol Parish Council 

Thursday 
 

8th  
 

9-11am Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne Church 
 

SUNDAY 
Trinity 6 

11th  8.00am Holy Communion at Shipbourne 
9.30am Matins at Shipbourne 
11.00 am 
 
 
 
 

Parish Communion at Plaxtol 
Readings for principal service: 
     Amos 7: 7-15 
     Ephesians1: 3-14 
     Mark 6: 14-29 

 
Thursday 
Saturday 
 

 

15th  
17th  
 

 
9-11am 
 

 
Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne Church 
Plaxtol School – “Virtual Balloon Race” and 
Raffle 
 

SUNDAY 
Trinity 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18th  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8.00am Holy Communion at Plaxtol 
9.30am Parish Communion at Shipbourne 
11.00am 
 
 
 
 

Community@11 at Plaxtol 
Readings for principal service: 
     Jeremiah 23: 1-6 
     Ephesians 2: 11-end 
     Mark 6: 30-34, 53-end 

Thursday 
 

22nd  
 

9-11 am Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne Church 
 

    



 
 
SUNDAY 
Trinity 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday 
 

 
 
25th  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
29th  
 

 
 
8.00 am 
9.30am 

 
 
Holy Communion at Shipbourne 
Family Service at Shipbourne 

11.00am 
 
 
 
 
 
9-11am 
 
 
 

Parish Communion at Plaxtol 
Readings for principal service: 
     2 Kings 4: 42-end 
     Ephesians 3: 14-end 
     John 6:1-21 
 
Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne Church 

 

For enquiries about baptisms, weddings, funerals, hospital and home visits, 
and Holy Communion at home please contact: 

Rector of Shipbourne with Plaxtol: 
Rev Dr Peter Hayler 

The Rectory, The Street, Plaxtol (opposite the Papermaker’s Arms) 
Telephone:  01732 811081.    Email:  rectorswp@gmail.com 

Normally he takes Friday as a day off except if there is an emergency 
 

 
 
 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING POLICIES 
Can be found using the following link: 

https://www.rochester.anglican.org/safeguarding/guidance-
safeguarding/guidance-policy-statements/ 

 

Safeguarding Officer for Plaxtol Church is Carol Crossley on 810801 
 

 
 

 

CHURCH EVENTS DURING COVID-19 
 

As a response to continuing advice from the Government and the 
Diocese all events normally organised by the Church are cancelled 

until further notice:    Coffee Cake & Company, Mums Ahoy, 
Community Bread Basket, Lent Plus, CMS Group at Salmons Barn. 

 

Church services have resumed to the normal pattern – with 
Covid secure conditions of sanitisation, social-distancing 

and mask-wearing – and the church continues to be 
open during the week for private prayer 

 

 
 



 
Plans for the Summer (we hope!) 
This is a shorter letter than usual.  As it is being written, we are now having 
to wait until mid-July to see how the regulations may be relaxed and what 
they might then allow.  For the time being we have provisional events 
planned: 
‘Picnic in the Paddock’ at the Rectory after the Family Communion on 
Sunday 1st August. 
The Church Fete on Saturday 21st August – venue & time to be confirmed. 
Watch this space! 
Both parishes are on re-engaging with the planning of other social and 
fundraising events for the summer period through to Harvest – depending 
on the extent of deregulation. The only thing to mention in this regard at 
present is “Time and Talents.” – see below.  

Peter Hayler, Rector 
 
“TIME AND TALENTS” 
It will come as a surprise to no one to learn that the church’s financial 
position is not good.  Since the initial lockdown we have had long periods of 
closure, with Sunday services along with wedding and funerals unable to 
take place.  Our two major fundraising events, the Summer Fete and the 
Harvest Supper were cancelled last year and at the time of writing we are 
still unsure as to whether they can go ahead this year.  Our income is down 
but our expenditure, with the exception of winter heating oil remains 
unchanged.  Fundraising is therefore critical. 
We are therefore launching a new initiative called “Time and Talents”.  Here 
you can offer your time and / or your particular talents and skills for a 
recommended donation.  For instance, you may wish to offer your time to 
mow a lawn, weed a flower bed, wash a car or walk a dog.  At a more 
ambitious level you might like to offer your skills in garden design, DIY 
projects, clothes making, painting a portrait, or cooking and baking.  The 
idea is that you offer what-ever it is that you’re good at and you set the fee.   
We will then establish an on-line register of Time & Talents for people to 
buy. 
The beauty of the scheme is that everyone of all ages can take part offering 
only as much as you feel able to commit to.  We all have skills of one sort or 
another and even if we think we don’t then almost all of us can spare an 
hour or two.  The potential for raising funds for the church – your church – is 
enormous and it’s a great community initiative. 
Here’s how you go about it.   

x Enter the address below into your web browser or search link: 
x https://forms.gle/fpzSNzei2Xz98D3L8 
x The link will open a secure form on google for you to complete. 
x Or email:   plaxtoltimeandtalents@gmail.com for a paper form. 

 



x Enter the time or the talent you are donating – for example “Car 
Valeting.  Cleaning your car inside and out on your own driveway” 
£15.00 

x Enter any limit that you may wish to set – for example “available to 
the first ten applicants”  

If you do not have access to the internet or do not wish to use the online 
forms – there are alternative methods to join in – please contact: 

Andy Doughty on 810135 or Peter Crossley on 810801 
Please can you list your “Time” and “Talents” before 14th July.  Once we 
know what is being offered your time and talents will be available for others 
to buy in the August edition of The Herald as well as on line. 
 
CHRISTIAN AID – 2021 
In Plaxtol we raised £450 by your donations.  Thank you to those who 
returned envelopes to our magazine distributors or dropped coins into the 
collecting boxes in the church and the shop – hopefully the total will have 
been added to if you supported the cause by donating online at 
www.christianaid.org.uk 

Carol Crossley 
 
DIOCESAN POVERTY AND HOPE APPEAL 2021 
The 2021 Appeal will be launched by the end of June with information on 
the Diocesan website. 
Despite all the problems caused by Covid they have received very 
encouraging news from the projects they supported in 2020. 
For example: 
“The Covid-19 pandemic has further exacerbated the situation in NW Syria, 
and has impacted the work of our partners.  Four centres had been set up 
to provide a safe space for children and young people to access remedial 
education courses, short-term vocational training, and psychosocial support 
services.  Since the beginning of the pandemic these centres have been 
mostly closed, but our partners adapted quickly, implementing many 
activities through online platforms.  This ensured that the young people 
were not left further behind on their education or further isolated, and 
COVID-19 awareness messaging has also been integrated into the 
activities.  Other components of this project have made significant progress 
in 2020. 
A training institute has been selected, and a curriculum finalised, for four 
specialised nursing courses: (1) adult critical care, (2) dialysis, (3) neonatal 
ICU and (4) surgical assistant. 
Additionally, advanced first response training, which has been adapted to 
also provide training on COVID-19, was delivered to 113 young people.  
Following this, young people have been supported to form 3 volunteer first 
response committees”. 
 



 
ELIZABETH BASS: 23rd May 1921 – 17th April 2021 
It is with great sadness that Trudi Everest announces that her Mum, 
Elizabeth Bass, passed away on April 17th 2021.  Elizabeth was a Scots 
lass from Glasgow and very proud of it. 
Elizabeth known as Betty and her husband Eric and their four young 
children moved from Lancashire to the White House Stores in Dunks Green 
in 1960.  Together they ran the village shop for over 25 years, Betty serving 
the customers in the shop whilst Eric delivered to the villagers in their 
homes. 
In the 1960s they would serve Hop Pickers who came from London.  They 
would load the van up with supplies and go to the Hop Huts and serve the 
Pickers once their days work was done.  Each year the same Pickers would 
come back. 
Eric loved cricket so each Sunday afternoon during the cricket season they 
would again load the van up and go the cricket ground and sell ice cream, 
sweets and cold drinks from the van and enjoy the cricket too of course. 
In 1990 Betty and Eric moved back up to Southport to enjoy a well-earned 
retirement. 
They travelled to Iceland, Norway and Australia visiting family, something 
they never had time to do whilst running the shop.  After Eric passed away 
Betty moved back to Tonbridge to be near her family and thoroughly 
enjoyed her role as a very much loved Nanny and great Nanny. 
We will all miss Mum so very much. 
 
PLAXTOL HERALD – ANNUAL DONATIONS 
Because of the interrupted production of The Plaxtol Herald since May last 
year we did not distribute the donation envelopes in the normal way in the 
February edition.  However, as we are now able to resume normal 
production we are distributing envelopes this month to assist with the 
production costs of the Herald. 
Please return your donation to your distributor whose name will be on the 
envelope.  Alternatively – if you would like to donate online please use the 
following bank details: 
Bank:   CAF Bank Ltd.  Account name:   Plaxtol PCC 
Sort Code:   40-52-40.  A/C No:   00020207 
Please use “Herald donation” as the reference to assist with allocation to 
Herald funds. 
 

COPY DATE FOR AUGUST HERALD IS 12th JULY 
Please send anything for inclusion in the Plaxtol Herald to the Editor Peter 
Crossley at: crossley.wellington@outlook.com (810801) AND to the Deputy 
Editor Peter Brewin at: pbrewin@gmail.com(810361).  

Anything received after that date may be held over until the Sept. edition 
 



 
Owing to an oversight for the June edition there are two WI 
reports this month!          Editor 
 
PLAXTOL WI – MAY REPORT 
On May 6th we welcomed back Chris O’Donoghue who delighted us with his 
talk about “Great Dixter: Christopher Lloyd’s Well-Tempered Garden”.  His 
photographs showed us the stunning and colourful beds, the beautiful 
topiary and the clever use of pathways to show the gardens off to their very 
best.  A venue to go on the list for a WI day out before too long!  
 
PLAXTOL WI – JUNE REPORT 
On June 3rd welcomed the Reverend Dr Nicholas Henderson who gave us 
a hugely entertaining talk on “Fortitude & Fancy – Catherine of Aragon & 
Anne Boleyn”.  His opening Zoom screen informed us that there were “Ten 
Tudor Queens – Consort & Regnant” and he took us on an informative 
‘romp’ through the historical facts of the Tudor period, along with all the 
stories of interwoven romances and the inevitable interbreeding.  Nicholas 
was an amusing and very articulate speaker and I’m sure there wasn’t a 
single ‘leaver’ from Zoom when he kept us enthralled for a little over his 
allotted time.  We understand he has further talks on the Tudor Queens and 
we look forward to having him back with us again, hopefully in person 
before too long.   
Next Meetings:  
On July 1st we look forward to hearing Richard Griffin talk about being 
“A Bodyguard to The Royal Family”. 
On August 5th we shall be holding our Garden Meeting at 3pm at The 
Rectory, by kind invitation of Donna & Peter Hayler. 
On September 2nd we shall hear Andrew Salter tell us how he created 
his condiment sauces business “Salters Must-Chup Ltd.   Penny Court 
 
 
JULY AT THE FARMERS MARKET 
We have now been open for over a month and, as I write this, things are 
slowly getting back to normal at the market (hopefully this is not just wishful 
thinking!).  We have now amended the ‘Click and Drive Thru’ solution which 
we created for the ‘Covid lock down’, to become a ‘Click and Collect’ 
system.  This enables you not only to see all the produce on offer at the 
market at your leisure, but to pre-order (and pre-pay) for items so you won’t 
be disappointed if a Producer sells out.  It also means that you can still buy 
from those Producers who are unable to attend the market in person and 
pick up these orders at the ‘Pick Up’ point!  
 
 



 
Following one of the coldest and driest Aprils on record, with one of the 
wettest Mays, June seems to be the catch-up month so by July the full 
bounty of locally grown fruit, vegetables and other produce should be at 
their peak.  The soft fruit season is in full flow with Cannon Fruit Farm 
supplying cherries and raspberries and New Park Fam supplying 
strawberries, plus baskets of mixed berries (strawberries, blackberries, 
blueberries etc.).  July is the month for jam makers.  You don’t need to 
make vats of it, just enough to store away so you are able to taste summer 
in the depths of winter.  
Try cherries poached in red wine and served with vanilla ice cream or in a 
classic cherry pie enlivened with chopped fresh mint, or in a leafy salad with 
sliced duck breast tossed in a mustardy dressing.  Our local growers 
concentrate on flavour so you’ll soon realize the supermarkets just can’t 
compete! 
For meat eaters, Renhurst Farm’s lamb has arrived.  The more mature the 
better the taste.  A slightly fattier cut, such as shoulder, cooks well cubed 
for kebabs, whilst a whole butterflied leg is a real BBQ champion for serving 
at a large summer party.  
Crab is one of the season’s great treats (you will need to order specially 
from Mike).  It is perfect for a summer supper, serve a ready dressed crab 
with buttered new potatoes, crisp lettuce and a large dollop of the best 
mayonnaise, made with local free-range eggs and cold pressed rapeseed 
oil.  Salmon and mackerel are all excellent at this time of year and cook 
well on the barbecue as their natural oils stop the flesh drying out.  
Our new Baker (Per) is finding his sourdough breads have already become 
great favourites at the market and especially his ‘fougasse (a Provençal 
tear and share bread).  He is also trying new types of bread such as a Dark 
Rye and Spelt.  However, we would recommend you order via the Online 
system to avoid disappointment. 
To find out more about your local (and other) Farmers Markets go to 
www.kfma.org.uk               Bob Taylor 
 
 
WEATHER REPORT – MAY2021 
May Weather – the average day temp was 21.50c, the average night temp 
was 5.50c, the highest day was Mon 31st with 28.50c, the lowest night was 
Wed. 5th with -1.00c. 
The total rainfall was 72m – the average over the last 30 years was 
61.65mm, the highest month was May 2000 with 136mm and the lowest 
month was May 2020 with 4.5mm.      Lionel Stielow 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

S. M. GOULD 
Horticultural & Forestry Contractor 

 
Seasoned Firewood – available all year round 

 
8 ton Digger or 2.5 ton Digger  
available for all ground works 

Paddock mowing - rolling - harrowing 
 

Grange Hill Wood Yard,  
Grange Hill, Plaxtol, Kent, TN15 0RG 

 
Tel: (01732) 811060 or 07702 475 321 

Email: logsdirectsevenoaks@hotmail.co.uk 
Website: www.logsdirectsevenoaks.co.uk 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

East Peckham Osteopaths 
Anthony Picknett and Louise James 

 

Children’s clinic, sports injuries and all muscle and joint problems  

23 Old Road, East Peckham. TN12 5AR   Tel: 01622 873481 
 

 

PLAXTOL MEMORIAL HALL 
Available for club meetings, children’s parties 

private functions, wedding receptions 
For bookings: ring Lizzie Hill on 811478 

or email:  nevishill@googlemail.com 
 

 

 

KEMSING WATER SOFTENERS 
Ten Year Guarantee 

Drinking Water Systems 
‘Exchange’ Softeners - Free Fitting 

‘Harveys’ block salt, Tablets and Granules 
Free comprehensive survey and after sales service 

01732 760471 
www.kemsingsofteners.co.uk 

 

 

  

 

Internal Alterations and Refurbishments 

Extensions, Conversions, Bathrooms 

Replacement Kitchens 

Tel – 01732 884036 

www.joseph-pcl.com 

 

     Mobiles – 07884 490664 

        or 07831 204113 

Website – www.joseph-pcl.com 

 

No bookings being taken until further notice 



 

THE JULY COOKERY PAGE – THE 3 R’s! 
For me, July is all about radishes, rocket and raspberries. 
 
Avocado and Radish Salad (Georgina Hayden) 
1 garlic clove, peeled and bruised 1 lemon, juice only 
3 tbsp extra virgin olive oil  1 heaped tbsp tahini 
2 tbsp toasted sesame seeds  1 romaine lettuce, chopped 
½ bunch fresh mint, leaves chopped 
4 spring onions, trimmed and finely sliced 
250g radishes, some sliced and some roughly chopped 
2 avocados, stone removed and flesh chopped 
Put garlic, lemon juice, oil and tahini in a jar and shake until emulsified. 
Season generously and stir in ½ of sesame seeds.  Toss spring onion, mint, 
radish, lettuce and avocado in a bowl.  Dress with tahini mixture, removing 
garlic.  Garnish with remaining seeds. 
 
Prawn and Rocket Linguine (Hattie Ellis) 
320g linguine    200g frozen peas 
1 tbsp extra virgin olive oil  1 large garlic clove, chopped 
Large pinch chilli flakes   400g cooked small prawns 
1 lemon, juice and grated zest of ½ lemon 100g rocket 
250g mascarpone or 300ml double cream 
Cook linguine in salted boiling water for 10 mins until al dente.  Add peas 
after 8 mins.  Meanwhile, heat oil in a large pan over medium heat.  Fry 
garlic and chilli flakes for 30 seconds, without colouring.  Add prawns and 
toss.  tir in mascarpone or cream, rocket, lemon zest and juice.  Heat until 
rocket wilts.  Drain pasta and peas, add to the sauce and mix thoroughly. 
Season well 
 
Madeira Trifle with Raspberries (James Martin) 
70g raspberry jam   225g madeira cake, sliced 
200g fresh raspberries   150ml madeira wine 
570ml milk    1 vanilla pod split 
50g caster sugar   6 egg yolks 
2 oranges – zest only   400ml double cream 
25g toasted flaked almonds 
Spread jam over cake slices.  Place in a large glass dish.  Pour over 
madeira.  Sprinkle over raspberries.  Custard - bring milk and vanilla pod to 
a boil.  In a bowl mix sugar with egg yolks.  When milk is boiling, pour onto 
the egg mix.  Return to the pan.  Heat and stir until it thickens (don’t boil or 
it will curdle).  Pass through a sieve.  Add orange zest.  Allow to cool.  Pour 
into the glass dish.  Refrigerate overnight.  Whip cream, spread over the top 
and sprinkle with almonds just before serving. 

Morag Welham 



 
 



Plaxtol Cricket Club 

 
Plaxtol Pirates Junior Cricket 

Summer 2021 
Under 9’s Saturday 8th May - Saturday 10st July 

9:00 - 10:30 
Under 11’s Saturday 8th May - Saturday 10st July 

10:30 - 12:00 
Under 13’s & U15’s Monday 10th May – Monday 12th July  

18:00 - 19:30 
For more information contact: 
Ciaran Tucker on 07774 197752 

or: ciarantucker@btinternet.com 
 

IGHTHAM & DISTRICT GARDENERS CLUB 
Invite You to Our 

“ANNUAL SUMMER SHOW” 
 SAT 17th JULY 2021 

To Be Held at 

‘IGHTHAM VILLAGE HALL’  
Sevenoaks Road, Ightham, Kent TN15 9HA 

(Subject to Government Covid Restrictions) 
We have a Variety of Classes  

Fruit / Vegetable / Flowers / Domestic / Floral Classes 
Staging 8.30am to 11.00am – Judging 11.00am to 2.00pm 
Show opens for viewing & visitors from 2.00pm 

‘Show Entry is Open to Non-members’ 
Contact us for a Show Schedule to enter 

or an update of show date status   
{Information is correct as at May 2021} 

Contact: 
     Phil Barlass    -    01732 883505 

                                    Dee Samways -   077 99 00 2129 
 



 
 
 

 
Tonbridge and Malling Ramblers 
Our friendly group is one of 13 Ramblers groups in Kent and part of the 
national Ramblers walking organisation.  
We explore the beautiful Kent countryside, usually starting mid-morning. 
Our group walks are mostly circular with a moderate pace over a distance 
of 5-6 miles.  You don’t have to be a Ramblers member to try out a couple 
of walks with us, to help you decide if you’d like to join. 
Our walks follow Ramblers Covid-19 safety guidelines and we collect 
contact details for test and trace purposes.  To find start times, meeting 
points and how to join a walk, please visit our website: 
http://www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk.  
We look forward to welcoming you on a walk soon! 
Date Route Distance 
Sunday 4 July Cliffe Pools, near Rochester 5.5 miles 
Wednesday 7 July Weald and woodland walk from Cranbrook 5.8 miles 
Sunday 11 July Shoreham to Lullingstone 7 miles 
Wednesday 14 July Kent at its Best - from Dunks Green 5.2 miles 
Sunday 18 July Ide Hill and Bough Beech reservoir 5.5 miles 
Thursday 22 July Shipbourne to Underriver 6.3 miles 
Sunday 25 July Penshurst via Salomons and Nashes Farm 5.2 miles 
Wednesday 28 July Up the Downs from Ryarsh 4 miles 
Sunday 1 August Plaxtol Spout to Hadlow 5.5 miles 
For further dates and walk details, please visit: 
www.tonbridgandmallingramblers.org.uk.  
 
 
 
FROM TOM TUGENDHAT, MBE, MP 
The amazing advances in tech have transformed our lives.  Following 
Eurovision on Twitter is one delight I never dreamt of when growing up and 
the change has, well, entertained me even if it would be hard to claim it has 
achieved more.  But not all innovation has kept pace.  The rail networks that 
were our first social connections to the outside world have struggled to keep 
up and though we have much to thank our Victorian ancestors for, we 
shouldn’t still be relying on their efforts alone. 
 
 



On the Uckfield Line and Marshlink Line in East Kent diesel services keep 
the railway moving.  We need to see the transformation online echoed on 
lines across our county. 
That’s going to take investment and imagination.  I’m glad to say that we’ve 
finally seen some progress.  The flexible ticketing system I’ve long argued 
for will be happening soon and that’s going to make travel cheaper for 
many. 
The new carnet system will allow 8 days travel in any 28 day period, and if 
you need more, just buy another carnet.  It’s a great example of the 
government listening to us in Kent and responding to the demand and 
adapting as our lives change, accelerated by the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Returning to the office every day and commuting will be tough for many to 
go back to, for others the escape from small children who interrupt 
interviews and phone calls will be a joy.  Whichever side you’re on, the 
government’s rail review is designed to bring the changes our railways need 
to serve us better.  And with wi-fi throughout, you don’t even need to miss 
Graham Norton’s insights along the way! 
 
FROM YOUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
In a few months it will be autumn and the commencement for County 
Council Members of next year’s financial budget preparation season.  Each 
year the county council budget rises inexorably and invariably results in 
Council Tax increases well in excess of all measures of inflation.  The 
reasons for this are rarely questioned.  It is in part because with people 
living longer there is an increasingly aged population that impacts on the 
Adult Social Services budget, which represents around half of KCC’s 
revenue budget.  
One of the reasons is that the two tier system of local government (three 
tiers if you live in a civil parish council area) is an inefficient way of 
administering local government.  The Local Government Act of 1972 
required the amalgamation of small district councils, in our case Tonbridge 
Urban District Council and Malling Rural District Council into Tonbridge & 
Malling Borough Council in 1974.  There are now 12 of these Borough or 
District Councils in Kent together with Kent County Council.  In the late 
1990’s some 4 Borough or District Councils were carved out of Kent and 
formed into Medway Council.  This latter is now a unitary combining both 
County and Borough responsibilities. 
The leadership of Kent County Council and the boroughs and districts will 
tell you (most of the time without you even asking) that all is well and that 
the current system works perfectly and provides council tax payers with 
good value for money.  My experience tells me otherwise.  There are a 
significant number of instances that I deal with, often on a daily basis, of 
friction between council tiers that lead to poor decision making, providing 
bad value for council tax payers.  In my next month’s column, I will give 
some examples of this and show how matters could readily be improved. 



 
 
The current 2 tier system is coming under increasing budget pressure. 
Fewer district and borough councils receive central government direct 
funding towards their annual budgets.  The last 15 months, with various 
emergency payments relating to pandemic responsibilities, is an exception. 
County councils also receive much less of their annual budget from central 
government.  Currently Kent County Council raises 70% of its annual 
budget from the Council Tax.  Ten years ago Council Tax raised around 
50% of its annual budget.  These changes together with additional 
responsibilities, especially in both Adult and Children’s services means that 
these budget headings take an ever increasing proportion of the budget.  
From time to time, usually but not exclusively, when County Councils fail, or 
run out of cash, central government steps in and appoints Commissioners 
to manage the council in the short term, whilst reorganising local 
government into either unitary counties or more recently (in the case of 
Northampton County Council) into two unitary councils.  In England there is 
a steady decrease in the two-tier council system towards unitary councils. 
For example, Cornwall, Wiltshire, Dorset and Cheshire. Cumbria and 
Somerset are currently in consultation on re-organisation, with unitary 
councils the likely outcome. 
Kent County Council carries an enormous debt burden which costs around 
10 percent of the annual revenue budget.  It costs KCC around £100 million 
pounds a year just to service its debts.  Most of this debt is not repayable 
any time soon and as interest rates were historically much higher, they now 
look ‘eye watering’, compared with modern debt servicing costs. 
The effect of the weakest county councils being reformed into unitary 
councils, the most recent being Northampton, pulls Kent, already situated 
lower than comfortable, closer to the bottom of the county council 
insolvency league table.  Each year that goes by sees Kent drawn closer to 
the point of insolvency, dragged down in no small part by the cost of 
financing its debts.  
At present central government can borrow for a fraction of the costs that the 
Kent County Council taxpayer is paying to finance the existing KCC debt. 
What is needed first is to prepare and then take a case to central 
government for the reorganisation of Kent into unitary councils.  The 
potential cost savings in debt servicing alone make this worthwhile.  When 
you add in the cost saving from reducing the number of council officers (and 
Members) as well as associated expenses from the existing 14 to 
somewhere between 2-4 unitary councils, the case for local government 
reform in Kent in my view becomes unanswerable. 
Harry Rayner, Kent County Councillor 
Tel: 03000 421606.  Email:  Harry.Rayner@kent.gov.uk 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Plaxtol Pest and Wildlife Management is fully insured and a member of 
the NPTA (National Pest Technicians Association). 

Ciaran is happy to take any queries: 
* whether a quick question, 

* a domestic problem that needs treatment, 
* commercial premises on a longer-term service contract 

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
 

 

RB Electrical 
Local Friendly Electrician with over 17 Years Experience 

Free Quotes  Fully Insured 
Fully Qualified  Large or Small Jobs 

Emergency Call Outs Available 
Call Ross Stephenson on: 07887 730344 

or: rossrbelectrical@gmail.com 
 

Services Available  
Dog Walking  
Cat and small animal sitting  
Plant / Garden Watering  
Home checks whilst away on holiday  
All areas of housekeeping  
Property Management  
(Air b&b/home away)  

Offering eco-friendly cleaning  One-off cleans  
Fully insured & DBS checked  References available on request  
Services are tailored to suit your needs, so You can enjoy your time and let US look 
after your home comforts.  

Call or email Clare to arrange for your FREE quotation:  07821 537520 
info@halodomesticservices.co.uk  www.halodomesticservices.co.uk 

 

 



      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE AERIAL MAN 
Family run business – Welcome to the Digital Age 

BT VISION ~ AERIAL INSTALLATION 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE ~ SPECIAL RATES FOR OAP’S 

         PLAXTOL 
              01732 883542 

 

 

 

 

 

EMMA PEACOCK 
BSc  MChS  SRCh 

 
HCPC Registered 

Chiropodist/Podiatrist 
Specialising in providing a 
comprehensive foot health 
care service – including the 
treatment of corns, calluses, 
verrucae, ingrown toenails 

and nail surgery 
 
South Park Medical Services 

South Park 
Sevenoaks, Kent 

TN13 1ED 
 

01732 742529 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                          Visit us in the shop to browse our pottery selection or buy  
                                          takeaway kits to enjoy at home.  Perfect for a gift, a family  
                                          experience, or to discover a new hobby! 
 
                                          Or check out our selection of workshops to craft your own  
                                          pottery or join us for a cheeky glass of Prosecco while you  
                                          paint! 
 
                                          To make enquiries or book a session: 
                                          Email: hello@potterarti.co.uk       or call: 01732 753416 
 

 



 



 

Kevin Aiston 
Complete Building Service 

(Over 20 years experience with W O Durlings of Ightham) 
Roofing      Extensions 
Painting   Decorating  All Repairs 

Plastering     Conversions 
Free Estimates      -     Prompt Reliable Service 

Telephone  -  01732 883832  -  Anytime 
Email:  aiston04@aol.com  Mobile  -  07734 214334 

 

 
 

HOUSE and PET SERVICES 
 

Pop-in services      Dog walking 
House and Pet sitting 

 

Fully accredited and insured 
National Association of Pet Sitters and Dog Walkers 

Very competitive rates 
 

Contact: Jon Reynolds Tel: 07704 685947 
email: jrinkent@btinternet.com 
www.narpsuk.co.uk/profile/jrinkent 

www.findalocalpetsitter.co.uk/profile/jrinkent 
 

 

 

   IANHOLLOBON 
       HEATING AND PLUMBING 
 
Full Heating Design and Installation       Landlord Certificates and Servicing 

Water Softeners and Filters Free delivery of salt blocks 
Unvented Cylinders and Accumulators 

All Domestic Plumbing 
07887 726 275 hollobon@virginmedia.com 

 

 

         



 

 

 
 

 



 


