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East Peckham Osteopaths 
Anthony Picknett and Louise James 

 

Children’s clinic, sports injuries and all muscle and joint problems  

23 Old Road, East Peckham. TN12 5AR   Tel: 01622 873481 
 

 

PLAXTOL MEMORIAL HALL 
Available for club meetings, children’s parties 

private functions, wedding receptions 
For bookings: ring Lizzie Hill on 811478 

or email:  nevishill@googlemail.com 
 

 

 

KEMSING WATER SOFTENERS 
Ten Year Guarantee 

Drinking Water Systems 
‘Exchange’ Softeners - Free Fitting 

‘Harveys’ block salt, Tablets and Granules 
Free comprehensive survey and after sales service 

01732 760471 
www.kemsingsofteners.co.uk 

 

 

  

 

Internal Alterations and Refurbishments 

Extensions, Conversions, Bathrooms 

Replacement Kitchens 

Tel – 01732 884036 

www.joseph-pcl.com 

 

     Mobiles – 07884 490664 

        or 07831 204113 

Website – www.joseph-pcl.com 

 

No bookings being taken until further notice 



 



      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE AERIAL MAN 
Family run business – Welcome to the Digital Age 

BT VISION ~ AERIAL INSTALLATION 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE ~ SPECIAL RATES FOR OAP’S 

         PLAXTOL 
              01732 883542 

 

 

 

 

 

EMMA PEACOCK 
BSc  MChS  SRCh 

 
HCPC Registered 

Chiropodist/Podiatrist 
Specialising in providing a 
comprehensive foot health 
care service – including the 
treatment of corns, calluses, 
verrucae, ingrown toenails 

and nail surgery 
 
South Park Medical Services 

South Park 
Sevenoaks, Kent 

TN13 1ED 
 

01732 742529 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                          Visit us in the shop to browse our pottery selection or buy  
                                          takeaway kits to enjoy at home.  Perfect for a gift, a family  
                                          experience, or to discover a new hobby! 
 
                                          Or check out our selection of workshops to craft your own  
                                          pottery or join us for a cheeky glass of Prosecco while you  
                                          paint! 
 
                                          To make enquiries or book a session: 
                                          Email: hello@potterarti.co.uk       or call: 01732 753416 
 

 



PARISH DIARY:  OCTOBER  2021 
 
EVERY SUNDAY:  the main morning service at Plaxtol is at 11.00am  
 
WEEKDAYS:  Morning Prayer is normally said in Plaxtol Church at 8.30am 
    
SUNDAY  
18th after 
Trinity and 
Harvest 
Festival 

3rd  8.00 am Holy Communion at Plaxtol 
9.30 am Parish Communion at Shipbourne 
11.00 am Harvest Festival Family Communion at 

Plaxtol – with donations of money for the 
Chatham food bank instead of produce. 

 Readings for principal service: 
     Genesis 2: 18-24 
     Hebrews 1: 1-4, 2: 5-12 
     Mark 10: 2-16 

Monday 4th  2.30pm 
8.00pm 

Bible Study at Mallows, Ivy Hatch 
Plaxtol Parish Council in Memorial Hall 

Thursday 
 
Friday 
 
Saturday 

7th 
 
8th  
 
9th  

9-11 am 
7.45pm 
7.30pm 
 
7-11pm 

Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne Church 
Plaxtol WI in Memorial Hall 
Benefice Harvest Supper – Home Farm 
Barn, Shipbourne 
Friends of Plaxtol Church – Barn Dance at 
Home Farm Barn, Shipbourne 

    
SUNDAY 
19th after 
Trinity 

10th  8.00 am Holy Communion at Shipbourne 
9.30 am Matins at Shipbourne 
11.00 am Parish Communion at Plaxtol 
 Readings for principal service: 

     Amos 5: 6-7, 10-15 
     Hebrews 4: 12-end 
     Mark 10: 17-31 

Monday 
Tuesday 

11th  
12th  

8.00pm 
8.00pm 

Plaxtol Men’s Society meeting on ZOOM 
Plaxtol History Group – meeting on ZOOM 

Thursday 14th  9-11 am Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne Church 
  

SUNDAY 
20th after 
Trinity 

17th  8.00 am Holy Communion at Plaxtol 
9.30 am 
10.30am 

Parish Communion at Shipbourne 
Refreshments before ………… 

11.00am “Community@11” at Plaxtol 
 Readings for principal service: 

     Isaiah 53: 4-end 
     Hebrews 5: 1-10 
     Mark 10: 35-45 

Thursday 21st  9-11 am Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne Church 
 



SUNDAY  
Last after 
Trinity and 
Bible Sunday 
 
 
 
Thursday 
Saturday 
 
SUNDAY 
All Saints’ Day 

24th  
 
 
 
 
 
 
28th  
30th  
 
31st  

8.00 am Holy Communion at Shipbourne 
9.30 am Family Service at Shipbourne 
11.00 am 
 

Parish Communion at Plaxtol 
Readings for principal service: 
     Jeremiah 31: 7-9 
     Hebrews 7: 23-end1 
     Mark 10: 46-end 

9-11am 
9.30am 
 
8.00am 
9.30am 
11.00am 
6.00pm 

Farmers’ market in Shipbourne Church 
Churchyard Working Party at Plaxtol 
 
Holy Communion at Plaxtol 
Parish Communion at Shipbourne 
Morning Worship 
All Souls Service at Plaxtol to 
Remember the Departed 
Readings for the principal service: 
     Wisdom 3: 1-9 
     Revelation 21:1-6a 
     John 11: 32-44 

    
For enquiries about baptisms, weddings, funerals, hospital and home visits, 

and Holy Communion at home please contact: 
Rector of Shipbourne with Plaxtol: 

Rev Dr Peter Hayler 
The Rectory, The Street, Plaxtol (opposite the Papermaker’s Arms) 

Telephone:  01732 811081.    Email:  rectorswp@gmail.com 
Normally he takes Friday as a day off except if there is an emergency 

 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING POLICIES 
Can be found using the following link: 

https://www.rochester.anglican.org/safeguarding/guidance-
safeguarding/guidance-policy-statements/ 

 

Safeguarding Officer for Plaxtol Church is Carol Crossley on 810801 
 

On the third Sunday of the month in Plaxtol Church 

“Community@11” 
The next one is on Sunday 17th October at 11.00am 

Informal contemporary worship 
‘Break-out’ groups for all ages 

Refreshments beforehand from 10.30 



 

Harvests… of the earth, and of the heart. 

As the hours of daylight dwindle and the autumn 
draws in, we celebrate the harvest – or should I say 
harvests, in the plural.  As we publish this October 
edition, Shipbourne will have celebrated its Harvest 
Festival already (26th September) and Plaxtol will 
be on the cusp of this seasonal favourite – the 
service being set for 11am on Sunday 3rd October. 

The Harvest Supper is also just days away, too (Friday 8th).  We’re grateful 
to Fairlawne Estate and the staff at Home Farm for their generosity in letting 
us use the Forrester’s Barn, and to those in both parishes who work hard to 
bring this event into being.  We’re thrilled to be able to ‘go-again’ with this 
sociable seasonal favorite after missing it last year due of the pandemic. 
Tickets may still be available from Plaxtol Village Store or Shipbourne 
Farmers’ Market.  The Friends of Plaxtol Church are also putting on a Barn 
Dance in the same venue, the very next evening (Saturday 9th) – look out 
for a jig, a reel or a Circassian Circle! 

Harvests of the heart?  I’m talking about the way things can take new shape 
when we respond to God’s call, in our hearts and in our lives.  People are 
called to all sorts of things, usually in line with their gifts and talents, but 
sometimes to unexpected avenues of service and even to ordained ministry 
in the Church.  My own journey in ministry has not been in any way 
straightforward: I’ve been an Evangelist, then a Deacon and now a Priest, 
and I’ve served in industrial and Higher Education chaplaincies as well as in 
the parish setting.  Likewise, Mark, our newly ordained Curate has a full-
time professional role in IT within a Higher Education setting, and yet has 
responded to God’s call in his heart, taking different turns along his journey 
and undertaking a substantial amount of theological study, bringing him at 
last to us.  As this month’s magazine is published, Mark will indeed be 
newly-ordained, a Deacon for the forthcoming year, so settling into that role 
within the time constraints that this professional and family life allows.  We 
give thanks to God for this harvest of the heart, as we look forward to 
working with Mark and receiving from him new gifts from God’s great 
storehouse of love and grace. 

Peter Hayler, Rector. 



 
 



 
ALL SOULS SERVICE – SUNDAY 31st OCTOBER 
There will be an All Souls Service at 6.00pm at Plaxtol Church when the 
service will be to “Remember the Departed” – if you would like anyone 
mentioned and prayed for during the service please give the name or 
names to the Rector or Churchwarden by midday on Saturday 30th October. 
 
 
 

We are opening again!! 
Community Bread Basket 

    9:30 – 11:30 on Saturday 23rd October 
        In Plaxtol Parish Church 
  Café style Breakfast 
      All welcome 

United Benefice of Shipbourne with Plaxtol 
Collections for Chatham Foodbank 

Boxes will be placed in both our churches over the fourth 
weekend of each month for donations of food and toiletries, 

to coincide with our Community Bread Basket event. 
Next date: 27th November 

 

 
 
PLAXTOL CHURCH FETE – AUGUST 2021 
The church Fete this year took place on 21st August at The Rectory garden 
and paddock – a lot later than normal.  Despite this and the mixed weather, 
the fete was well attended – with the usual stalls, Bouncy Castle, Beer Tent, 
BBQ and the very popular Dog Show. 
A special thank you to those who greeted arriving guests, ran stalls, 
tombola and raffle, manned the bar, cooked delicious barbecue, served 
teas and ice creams – as well as everyone who turned up to support and 
create a wonderful afternoon. 
The fund raising event has helped The Treasurer by topping up the Church 
accounts with £2450! 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LONG BARN CAMP 
I stayed at Long Barn for a week.  
Long Barn was in a big field by a 
cold river. 
There were lots of children running 
around and we played lots of 
games – one of them was called 
“Sahara”. 
My favourite bits of Long Barn 
were the rafts and zip line. 
The helpers were kind – I made 
new friends – and I can't wait to go 
back next year! 

Benji Rickard 

 

 

  

CHURCHYARD 
WORKING PARTY 

Saturday 30th October 
9.30 

Helpers of all ages 
welcome – as many 

as possible! 
Please book the date! 

 
 



 
 

 
Shipbourne Farmers Market - October 

(Local produce made/grown by Local producers) 
We moved back from out on-line/Drive Thru market end of May so we now 
have experienced 3 months of ‘normal operation.  How are we progressing?  
The bar chart below tells the whole story and the answer is:  ‘Not very well’  
 

 
 
Footfall in summer has always been impacted by shoppers going on holiday. 
Though in our case these numbers have been are augmented by tourists in 
our area, especially foreign tourists.  This year there were none.  We think 
there are still a few of our previous shoppers not venturing out, but the main 
reason for the drop in footfall is that we believe that many have been 
converted to on-line shopping.  This has had a major effect on weekly 
markets much more so than the monthly markets, which are seen an event.  
October is the month for apples and dessert pears.  They should now be 
at their peak.  Try as many local varieties as possible, whether for eating 
with local cheeses or cooking in pies, puddings and preserves. 
The changing season heralds a longing for richer, more comforting meat 
dishes and it’s the start of the game season with pheasant appearing once 
again at the market later in the month.  Lean and tender, it suits quick 
cooking methods such as frying and grilling.  Try them with mushrooms the 
perfect partner for seasonal game. 
 



Kentish Cobnuts and walnuts are all ripening.  Use in autumn salads or 
toasted with fruit compotes or meringues for impact.  You will also find them 
in the Granolas at the market 
Much of our seafood is at its best when caught in colder waters, so as the 
sea temperature drops fish gets better and better.  Sea bass, skate, Dover 
sole, plaice, turbot, cod and haddock are all good at this time of year.  
Onions, leeks, beetroot, carrots and tomatoes are all full of flavour at 
this time of year whilst squashes and pumpkins offer much more for the 
cook than merely lanterns for Halloween.  Root vegetables such as 
parsnip, swede and celeriac are all wonderful roasted or mashed and 
perfect with new season’s game.  Use them in soups, stews, bakes and 
pickles for rich seasonal colour and taste. 
To find out more about produce available at the Farmers Market go to 
www.shipbournefm.co.uk and click on ‘Shop Now’.  You can just browse or 
order then pick up at the market.            Bob Taylor 
 
 
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 2021 
We’re pleased to confirm that our collectors will be back out in the 
community this year to raise vital funds for the Poppy Appeal. 
Every poppy counts, and your contribution will make a real difference to the 
lives of the Armed Forces community who have given so much for their 
country.  This year’s appeal launches on 28th October until Remembrance 
Sunday on 14th November. 

We are looking for collectors to help us in Plaxtol and surrounding areas, 
so if you can spare an hour or two, please call your local: 

Poppy Appeal Organisers: 
Sean & Anne Waddingham on 01732 850048. 

 
 

PLAXTOL WI OCTOBER 2021 ‘Looking Forward’ 
At last, in October, we can resume our monthly meetings in Plaxtol 
Village Hall where we can finally chat face to face, exchange ideas, 
laugh, make plans and sign up for all the groups, clubs and activities 
the new Committee has in store. 
The monthly meeting is on Thursday 7th October starting at 7.45 pm 
and, following coffee, the talk for the evening is “Millinery at 
Fortnum & Mason” by Adrian Howard, his fascinating account of hats 
made for famous people and events . The meeting should finish 
before 10pm.            Libby Cohen 
Membership enquiries please contact Carolyne Sullivan 810563 
 



 
 
 
 

COPY DATE FOR NOVEMBER HERALD IS 12th OCTOBER 
Please send anything for inclusion in the Plaxtol Herald to the 

Editor Peter Crossley at crossley.wellington@outlook.com (810801) 
AND to the Deputy Editor Peter Brewin at: pbrewin@gmail.com (810361) 

Anything received after that date may be held over until December 
 

 
 
 

BOROUGH GREEN MEDICAL PRACTICE 
 

Seasonal Flu Immunisations 
A WALK-IN Flu Clinic for all patients 

of Borough Green Medical Practice who 
are 50 years of age and over, will be run on 

 

Saturday 25th September between 8:30am and 12pm 
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY 

 

There will be another clinic for all ** eligible patients later in October 
– date to be advised. 
We are also planning to run a couple of afternoon/evening clinics for 
all ** eligible patients in October – dates to be advised. 
Nasal Flu (for under 18 ** eligible patients) will be pre-booked in 
clinics as in previous years. 
 
**  Eligible patients are: 

x aged 50 or over; 

x patients who suffer with: 
� Asthma (and are on current repeat medications) or COPD, 
� Diabetes, 
� Kidney disease, 
� Liver disease, 
� Heart Disease, 
� Stroke/TIA patients;  

x a BMI of 40 or more; 

x a compromised immune system; or are on certain medications. 
 
 
 



 

 



 
 
 
 
WEATHER REPORT – AUGUST 2021 
August Weather – the average day Temp. was 25.50c, the average night 
temp. was 12.60c, the highest day was Sat. 14th with 29.50c, and the lowest 
night was Mon. 16th with 7.00c. 
The total rainfall was 48mm, with an average over the last 30 years of 
65.86mm, the highest month was August 2014 with116.5mm and the lowest 
month was August 1995 with 3mm, the last 3 weeks of August this year we 
only had 3mm of rain.          Lionel Stielow 
 
 
 
PLAXTOL MEN’S SOCIETY 
The first meeting of our new season will be held on October 11th on 
Zoom.  After a short AGM our speaker is Dave Rickard.  Dave is known to 
many in Plaxtol and will speak on the formation of the National Crime 
Agency and the History of Home Office Security.  This promises to be a 
fascinating talk. 
We also plan to hold our November 8th meeting on Zoom. 
Depending on Covid etc. we are hoping to return to the Memorial Hall for 
our Christmas Social and Local Charity event on December 13th and for 
future meetings.         Peter Brewin, Hon Sec 
 
 
 
TONBRIDGE SCHOOL CENTRE 
Need a new exercise regime?  The Tonbridge School Centre has Tuesday 
morning sessions for seniors (over 50’s) at the sports centre. 
For £6.20 you usually get the gym, swimming pool, a yoga class, tennis, 
badminton & more …. plus a coffee and free parking.  The activities and 
timing can be found on their web site each month. 
https://www.tonbridgeschoolcentre.co.uk/ 
Select: “Timetables”.  Select: “Active Life Timetable” 
Here is an example: 
9:00am - 11:00am: Sports Hall (Badminton & Table Tennis) 
9:30am - 11:00am: Whole Pool & Sauna 
9:00am - 10:00am: Clay Tennis Courts 
9:00am - 11:00am: Gym 
10:00am - 11:00am: Yoga (Studio) 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

    FAIRSEAT ESTATES LTD 
    Building & Development 
       -   New build 
       -   Extensions 
       -   Refurbishments 
       -   Planning 
         Call - James Beslee – 07961 395759 
395759   or email - jbeslee@yahoo.com 
 
 

treeservicesltd 
 

All aspects of private and commercial tree work 
undertaken by fully trained and well equipped staff 

 
Fully insured.  Free advice and Estimates 

 
Our services include:- 

Hazard evaluation (Health and Safety checks) 
Cutting back of trees and branches 

Crown reduction and thinning 
Dangerous trees made safe 

Logs and wood chip sold 
Stump removal 
Hedge cutting 

DUNCAN SIMPSON – 01732 810933 
duncan@treeservicesltd.co.uk 

www.treeservicesltd.co.uk 
 

 

 



 
PLAXTOL LOCAL HISTORY GROUP – SEPTEMBER 2021 
ALLENS FARM, PLAXTOL AND THE ROMANS 
This informative and interesting talk detailed the discovery of Roman 
remains in Plaxtol following the successful invasion and occupation of 
Britain 43AD to 400AD. 
In 1857, after many years of digging up stones at Allen’s Farm (then owned 
by Thomas Martin) the large stones were identified as foundations.  When 
an inscribed tile and small bronze statuette of Minerva Victrix were found, 
the archaeologist Major Luard was called in.  He identified animal bones, 
fragments of pottery and stones as Roman and concluded that the field had 
been covered with Roman buildings.  Subsequently when a bath house was 
discovered close to the earlier foundations the conclusion was reached that 
they may have formed a large villa and dating the occupation of the villa to 
50-400AD.  The further discovery of a tile kiln together with the inscribed tile 
cannot be underestimated.  The Latin inscription, translated to 
Cabriabanus, has been found on tiles in Darenth and London.  His voussoir 
tiles (box tiles) show that he was a very skilled tile maker and the Bath 
House an amazing advance in building techniques. 
The excavation of Sedgebrook Villa, led by the Kent Archaeological Society 
in 1986-1989, also revealed 1st - 4th Century occupation.  It is significant the 
Burial Mound and Cemetery, (near Ducks Farm), discovered in 1859 could 
be seen from the Sedgebrook site.  
More recently in 2011, the remains of a Roman villa were discovered at 
Fairlawn during the gas pipeline installation. 
It is also of historical interest that in 1956 shards of Iron Age pottery and a 
circle of stones, indicating a sunken house, were found near The 
Papermakers. 
Peter Webb concluded his talk with a tribute to Jayne Semple who inspired 
us all to value our history. 
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 12th October at 8pm on Zoom. 
The talk, by Jonathan Fenner, is “The History of Oxenhoath and its 
Owners”.             Gillian Hogg 
 
 

Hatha Yoga Slow Flow 50+ or beginners 
Shipbourne Village Hall 

Wednesdays 9.30am - 10.30am 
More information & to book please go to: 

bookwhen.com/alisonsyogaandfitness 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 



 
 

IGHTHAM & DISTRICT GARDENERS CLUB 
ARE HOLDING A  

MINI GARDEN SHOW 

at Ightham Village Hall on 
Tuesday - 26th October 2021 at 7.00pm 

FLOWERS – FRUIT – VEG & FLORAL  
PLUS ONE EXTRA SPECIAL CLASS  

THIS MINI SHOW IS OPEN TO NON-MEMBERS  
 IF YOU WISH TO TAKE PART 

PLEASE CONTACT OUR SHOW SECRETARY FOR DETAILS  
OF ALL THE CLASSES THAT ARE AVAILABLE AT THIS MINI SHOW  

COME & SEE WHAT IT’S ALL ABOUT 
KEEN GARDENERS & VISITORS ARE VERY WELCOME   

                   Show Secretary:   Phil Barlass - 01732 883505 
                    Club Secretary:   Dee Samways – 0779 900 2129 

 

 
 

PLAXTOL NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH – OCTOBER 2021 
SHIPBOURNE:  Reeds Lane:  During the early hours of 27th August. 
Somebody tried to break into a container at a residential property. 
SHIPBOURNE:  Upper Green Road:  During the evening of 3rd 
September.  Somebody damaged a vehicle parked in the road possibly in 
an attempt to break in. 
PLAXTOL:  Dux Lane:  During the day on 6th September.  Somebody 
broke into a residential property. 
PLAXTOL:  Roughway:  During the afternoon of 8th September.  A group 
of young people in a car stole a bag from a farm field.  The bag was found 
later in another field.  They appear to have taken a water bottle from the 
bag. 
PLAXTOL:  At lunchtime on 14th September.  A phone call was received  
from a “Police Officer” in north London implying that credit cards belonging 
to the person called had been used fraudulently in central London.  After a 
short conversation, which really frightened the recipient, she managed to 
terminate the call.      BE AWARE THESE CALLS ARE HAPPENING 
 

 
 



 

 
 

The Friends of Plaxtol Church invite you to a 
 

 
 

Saturday 9th October 
7-11pm 

 

Forestry Barn, Home Farm, Shipbourne 
 

Buffet – Cash Bar - Live Music & Dancing 
 

Tickets £25 each from katherineabarden@gmail.com or 810460 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Mobile Chiropody Service 
Fosters Foot-care 

Call:  Paul Rogers 
Phone:  07985 607569 

Email:  paulrogers48@btinternet.com 
A friendly & professional mobile foot-care 
service in the comfort of your own home: 

Fosters Foot-care offers a comprehensive range of foot care, 
from a simple nail trim to more complex foot conditions: 

for example: in-growing toe nails & removing corns. 
Registered & fully insured: 

S.A.C. dip Foot Health Practice (Reg No: 3218093) 
 

 
 
 
FROM TOM TUGENDHAT, MBE, MP 
I am proud of our communities.  Over hundreds of years we have welcomed 
those in need from around Europe and the world. Kent, as the frontline of 
the kingdom, has been on the frontline of ideas and support too.  Today, 
we’re offering support to a different group of people in need – those fleeing 
persecution in Afghanistan. 
We have all seen the collapse of a country that many of us had invested so 
much in supporting.  We have seen the opportunities of so many torn away, 
and sadly we have heard how those who stood with us in building the new 
nation now find themselves hunted by a vicious regime.  I know of friends 
and co-workers, diplomats and aid workers who have been left behind or 
have gone missing. 
The evacuation operation conducted by brave members of our armed 
forces has been one of the largest ever.  Thanks to this effort, over 13,000 
people have found sanctuary in our country.  Not all are coming to Kent but 
I am sure we will do our bit to help those who helped us.  Across the UK, 
the Afghan Relocation Scheme has been rolled out and I am very proud 
that our borough council is taking part. 
 
 
 



 
 
Tonbridge and Malling will be working alongside private landlords to find 
accommodation for those fleeing Afghanistan.  If you are a landlord and 
wish to assist in offer help I would encourage you to get in contact with the 
council officers in Kings Hill to discuss what you can do to help.  Our 
evacuation effort is still not over, and with many still stranded, fearing for 
their lives, any offer to help is greatly welcomed by me and everyone else 
who served in Afghanistan. 
 
 
NOTES FROM PLAXTOL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 06/09/21 
Present:  Cllrs P Thomas (Chairman), D Beynon, M Brewin, J Budworth, 

M Carboni, G French, M Hiddleston, S Knights, T Rolls; 
L Thomas (Clerk); Boro Cllrs W Palmer; Kent County Cllr H 
Rayner  

Apologies: Boro Cllrs T Shaw, M Taylor 
Matters raised by the public / Borough Councillors: 
Boro Cllr Palmer reported that the waste contract remained problematic 
with the brown bin service still suspended and the Saturday freighter 
service postponed indefinitely. She advised that the A25 had re-opened. 
County Cllr Rayner reported that funding was being made available for bus 
service improvements, including the re-instatement of previously terminated 
routes, such as that currently ending at Ightham Mote, if desired. He 
advised that the Joint Transportation Board would be meeting at the end of 
the month and an application for any initiative, such as yellow lines to 
control parking, could be submitted to the Board on the understanding that 
any proposal would take some time to process.  Cllr Rayner reported that 
the development proposal at Borough Green Gardens was still under 
consideration by TMBC, but was subject to a legal challenge as the site 
was on Green Belt land and was being considered as a preferred site 
without the required comparisons with other possible sites. 
The Chair thanked both Councillors for their contributions. 
Matters arising: 
Budworth queried whether any action had been taken in respect of 
communications issues and was advised that this item would be included in 
the October agenda. 
Council Matters: 
(i) The Chair welcomed Cllr Rolls to his first meeting. It was agreed that Cllr 
Rolls would initially join the Recreation & Open Spaces and Parish 
Enhancement groups. 
(ii) Councillors considered the revised Standing Orders and Scheme of 
Delegation, which were unanimously approved. Both documents will be 
reviewed in 2022. 
 



 
 
 
Correspondence: 
A list of correspondence is at Appendix 1. 
Councillors agreed to pursue the offer from Citizens Advice regarding the 
provision of an energy advice session. Cllrs Carboni, Knights and Thomas 
will pursue this initiative. 
Payments & Finance: 
(i) Annual Return 2020-21. It was reported that the annual limited 
assurance review had been satisfactorily completed. 
(ii) Councillors considered a quote from H&E Tree Services for annual tree 
maintenance. Cllr Knights had attended the tree inspection in her role as a 
Tree Warden and advised that the work schedule had met with approval. 
Some replanting at the Garrett orchard and at the Spoute was also under 
consideration. The quote for £1,464 (inc VAT) was approved. 
(iii) Cllrs Knights and Thomas reported that a schedule of maintenance 
tasks had been agreed and put in train. Some tasks were related to issues 
raised in the playground inspection. The removal and disposal of a bench 
considered beyond repair at the Spoute Recreation Ground was approved. 
Cllr Knights reported that, despite various expressions of interest, only one 
firm quotation (£5.5k) to replace the fence at the Spoute Recreation Ground 
had been received. Scrub clearance prior to installation would amount to a 
further £348. Councillors agreed to pursue other possible contacts before 
making a final decision. 
(iv) Receipts & Payments. Councillors noted that a request for a financial 
contribution towards hedge trimming costs on School Lane had been 
received from Plaxtol Primary School. Councillors approved a donation of 
£200. A request had also been received from Shipbourne Parish Council for 
a contribution towards the replacement of the battery in the defibrillator 
located at the Kentish Rifleman. Both parish councils had funded the 
replacement in the past. Councillor approved to pay half the cost, £115. 
A financial statement and bank reconciliation was distributed to members.  
The following payments were approved:            £ 

 PKF Littlejohn LLP: audit fee 2020-21   360.00 
 KCPFA: subscription 2021      20.00 
 Fairlawne Estate: annual rent Winnie Bowes rec     1.00 
 NALC: Councillor training; Cllr Knights     51.71 
 Clerk salary & reimbursements, August 2021  713.14 
 Eon Energy: street lighting August 2021    58.79 
 Bank Service Charges      18.00 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Planning: 
Councillors noted an appeal had been lodged against TMBC’s refusal to 
permit planning application TM/20/01470/FL, land n-w of Winfield Barn 
(appeal reference APP/H2265/W/21/3272325). 
Parish Council decisions: 
Councillors noted that responses in respect of the following had been made 
to TMBC since the 2 August meeting: 
Land South West Of Claygate House, Winfield Lane TM/21/01856/FL  
Conversion of existing redundant building to a single dwelling, revision to 
that submitted under reference TM/21/00147/FL. Parish Council objected 
to this application on the grounds of inappropriate development in the 
Green Belt, structural soundness of the existing structure, environmental 
concerns regarding contamination. Parish Council had requested that the 
application be called in to Area 2 Committee should the Planning Officer be 
minded to approve it.   
Forge Cottage, The Street:  T1 Magnolia Tree : reduce by 2 to 3 metres and 
prune to shape to maintain the health of the tree and keep it suitable for 
surroundings T2 Cherry Tree: reduce by 1 metre and prune to shape to 
maintain the health of the tree T3 Sycamore Tree : section fell to ground 
level to make way for an extension to be built, the tree is of low amenity 
value covered in ivy. The Tree Warden had approved the application. No 
objection. 
Councillors considered the following applications: 
Bartons Farm, Yopps Green:  Details of condition 3 (watching brief) 
pursuant to planning permission TM/20/01707/FL (Create a separate unit of 
residential accommodation. Removal of modern link and swimming pool. 
Construction of link/extension, associated landscaping works (revisions to 
scheme approved under TM/19/01077/FL)). No objection. 
Bartons Farm, Yopps Green:  Details of condition 3 (roof details) and 5 
(materials) pursuant to planning permission TM/20/01708/LB (Listed 
Building Application: Create a separate unit of residential accommodation. 
Removal of modern link and swimming pool. Construction of link/extension, 
associated landscaping works (revisions to approved scheme under 
TM/19/01077/FL)). No objection. 
TMBC decisions: 
Broadfield Farm Cottage, Old Soar Road:  Rear two storey extension and 
ground floor conservatory forming a kitchen, dining room and first floor 
ensuite bathroom. Granted permission.  Parish Council had not objected 
to this application. 
Golding Orchard, The Street:  Dying Willow tree - section fell as the tree is 
dying and needs to be removed before it becomes dangerous. No 
objection. Parish Council had not objected to this application. 
 



 
 
 
Rose And Crown Cottage, Sheet Hill:  Conversion and extension of a 
detached workshop building within the grounds of Rose and Crown 
Cottage, to form new self-contained dwelling, with garden and parking, 
retaining existing access to Sheet Hill. Granted permission. Parish Council 
had not objected to this application. 
7 St Hildas, Plaxtol:  Two storey side extension, single storey rear extension 
and front elevation extension to existing single storey porch. Granted 
permission. Parish Council had not objected to this application. 
Woodruff, Mill Lane:  Erection of single storey side extension with glazing 
and bi fold doors to be used as dining/entertaining space (as alternative to 
larger outbuilding granted a Certificate of Lawfulness under reference 
TM/21/00467/LDP that would be used for the same purpose) Refused. 
Parish Council had not objected to this application. 
Meeting Feedback: 
(i) KALC, 25.8.21. Cllr Thomas had attended this meeting and advised 
that it had consisted mainly of a discussion on how the group should inform 
and interact with the proposed new Parish Partnership Panel. 
(ii) Parish Partnership Panel, 2.9.21. Cllr Thomas had attended this 
meeting and advised on the following issues: 
� following changes at TMBC, a new Chair of PPP, Roger Dalton; 
� presentation on the new TMBC website; 
� KCC budget consultation; 
� KCC consultation on the continuation of appointments to visit 

household waste sites; 
� review into the operation of PPP, a number of options to be considered 

by Overview & Scrutiny Committee resulting in a revised panel. 
Parishes were requested to submit their views to inform the 
discussion. 

Community Affairs: 
(i) Assets of Community Value. Cllr Carboni advised that the forms had 
been completed and were awaiting processing by TMBC. 
(ii) Local Government Boundary Commission England (LGBCE). The Chair 
advised that TMBC’s consultation with the parishes on the boundary review 
had been poor and that TMBC had submitted its response without 
consulting the parishes or inviting their participation. TMBC’s current 
proposal would remove Plaxtol Parish from its historical and current 
connections with Platt and Borough Green parishes, to be placed in a new 
Ward with Hadlow & West Peckham. Plaxtol PC had submitted its own 
response which had been acknowledged by LGBCE. LGBCE would be 
publishing a draft proposal in October for further consultation. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Environment: 
Councillors considered a proposal for the installation of an electric vehicle 
charging point in the Parish car park. Under a KCC scheme, the proposal 
was considering applications to locate the charging point in one of two 
possible sites: Memorial Hall car park; Parish car park. There were 
advantages and disadvantages to both locations including access, proximity 
of school and nursery, power supply, space. Approval had been given by 
the Memorial Hall Committee for an application to go ahead for the Hall car 
park. Applications would be subject to site survey. Councillors expressed 
general support for environmental initiatives of this kind and agreed to await 
the result of the site survey, retaining the right to make the final decision 
following that outcome.  
Recreation Grounds: 
Councillors received a proposal from a young parishioner for the installation 
of an outdoor ping pong table at the Spoute Recreation Ground. It was 
agreed that there was little provision for older children in the recreation 
grounds and that the possibilities should be explored, initially via a survey to 
determine what kind of equipment would be preferred. Cllrs Budworth and 
Rolls agreed to take this initiative forward. 
Highways & Transport: 
Cllr Thomas reported that South-East water had investigated the leak at the 
Spoute and were effecting repairs. The issue had currently been resolved, 
but would be kept under review. 
Any Other Business: 
It was noted that the Friends of Plaxtol Church were organising a barn 
dance in October and that the School fireworks would take place on 13 
November. 
Date of Next Meeting:  Monday 4 October 2021 at 8 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE IS HAPPENING. 
Pat Crawford provides the RURAL FOCUS PRESS GROUP 

COMMENT AND ADVICE COLUMN 
The numbers of Extreme Weather Events have soared around the globe 
and Southern Europe experienced intense heatwaves with temperatures 
reaching an incredible 46 Celsius (115 Fahrenheit) in Greece.  Wildfires 
have raged in parts of Europe devastating business premises forcing 
thousands of people to evacuate their homes.  Whereas arson and natural 
causes such as lightening are to blame for starting the fires, extreme heat 
and parched earth are the main cause for the intensity of the fires and the 
cause of them spreading so rapidly.  (By the beginning of August, at least 
55% more area burned across Europe than averaged over the previous 12 
years).  The scale of the fires caused high levels of particulate matter 
pollution, the persistent exposure to which is associated with cardiovascular 
diseases and lung cancer. 
Next year it is possible that homeowners will be offered a grant of £7,000 to 
ditch their gas boiler.  The Clean Heats Grant would form part of the 
government’s endeavour to make the nation greener and more eco-friendly.  
Regional UN energy experts are suggesting that finding solutions to 
reducing carbon emissions should involve building additional nuclear power 
stations.  Meanwhile the use of hydrogen to provide energy is under 
increasing scrutiny; a kilogram of hydrogen provides something in region of 
three times as much energy as a comparable quantity of diesel or petrol.  
Most manufactured hydrogen is made by combining natural gas with steam 
at high temperatures, an energy-intensive process responsible for emitting 
considerable amounts of carbon.  However, by splitting water into 
constituent elements by zapping it with electricity – electrolysis – with the 
electricity needed provided by renewables, resulting overall harmful 
emissions would be minimal.   
The UN’s most recent climate report puts a great deal of emphasis on 
carbon removal; one problem being that this solution requires technologies 
that are in their infancy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 

 

Kevin Aiston 
Complete Building Service 

(Over 20 years experience with W O Durlings of Ightham) 
Roofing      Extensions 
Painting   Decorating  All Repairs 

Plastering     Conversions 
Free Estimates      -     Prompt Reliable Service 

Telephone  -  01732 883832  -  Anytime 
Email:  aiston04@aol.com  Mobile  -  07734 214334 

 

 
 

HOUSE and PET SERVICES 
 

Pop-in services      Dog walking 
House and Pet sitting 

 

Fully accredited and insured 
National Association of Pet Sitters and Dog Walkers 

Very competitive rates 
 

Contact: Jon Reynolds Tel: 07704 685947 
email: jrinkent@btinternet.com 
www.narpsuk.co.uk/profile/jrinkent 

www.findalocalpetsitter.co.uk/profile/jrinkent 
 

 

 

   IANHOLLOBON 
       HEATING AND PLUMBING 
 
Full Heating Design and Installation       Landlord Certificates and Servicing 

Water Softeners and Filters Free delivery of salt blocks 
Unvented Cylinders and Accumulators 

All Domestic Plumbing 
07887 726 275 hollobon@virginmedia.com 

 

         



 
 

Plough Hill, Basted, Borough Green, TN15 8PS 
 

01732 668619 - www.ploughatbasted.co.uk 
 

We are a CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) Free House serving a selection of fine 
ales brewed in Kent.  We also serve Tea and Coffee throughout the day. 

Our pub is family friendly and dog friendly.  We regularly cater for groups of 
ramblers and have parking for over 20 cars.  Whether, you're out rambling, 

looking for some beautiful Kentish countryside in which to spend some 
time or just passing by and in need of refreshment we look forward 

to serving you very soon. 
 

OPEN FROM 12PM until LATE EVERYDAY 
 

x Local Ales and Ciders 
x Lagers & Stouts including Stella & Guinness 

x A wide range of Wines and Spirits 
x Soft Drinks and Mineral Waters 
x Tea and freshly brewed Coffee 

 
"Thank you Ben, great food and a warm welcome for our dog" 

 
Fresh, home cooked food served daily (except Mondays) 
x Home cooked traditional Sunday Roast  -  1,  2 or 3 courses 

x Fresh Fish & Chips every Friday 
x Tasty Steaks and Burgers 
x Bar snacks and Nibbles 
x Sandwiches and Rolls 

x Deep Filled Pies 
 

"We really enjoyed the Fish & Chips, crispy batter and huge 
 portions just the way we like it - thank you" 

 
We can cater for small or large groups, functions, 
parties/celebrations and corporate meetings also. 

Please get in touch to discuss. 



 

 
 
 



 
 

 

S. M. GOULD 
Horticultural & Forestry Contractor 

 
Seasoned Firewood – available all year round 

 
8 ton Digger or 2.5 ton Digger  
available for all ground works 

Paddock mowing - rolling - harrowing 
 

Grange Hill Wood Yard,  
Grange Hill, Plaxtol, Kent, TN15 0RG 

 
Tel: (01732) 811060 or 07702 475 321 

Email: logsdirectsevenoaks@hotmail.co.uk 
Website: www.logsdirectsevenoaks.co.uk 

 

 



 
 
 

 



 


