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S. M. GOULD 
Horticultural & Forestry Contractor 

 
Seasoned Firewood – available all year round 

 
8 ton Digger or 2.5 ton Digger  
available for all ground works 

Paddock mowing - rolling - harrowing 
 

Grange Hill Wood Yard,  
Grange Hill, Plaxtol, Kent, TN15 0RG 

 
Tel: (01732) 811060 or 07702 475 321 

Email: logsdirectsevenoaks@hotmail.co.uk 
Website: www.logsdirectsevenoaks.co.uk 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

East Peckham Osteopaths 
Anthony Picknett and Louise James 

 

Children’s clinic, sports injuries and all muscle and joint problems  

23 Old Road, East Peckham. TN12 5AR   Tel: 01622 873481 
 

 

PLAXTOL MEMORIAL HALL 
Available for club meetings, children’s parties 

private functions, wedding receptions 
For bookings: ring Lizzie Hill on 811478 

or email:  nevishill@googlemail.com 
 

 

 

KEMSING WATER SOFTENERS 
Ten Year Guarantee 

Drinking Water Systems 
‘Exchange’ Softeners - Free Fitting 

‘Harveys’ block salt, Tablets and Granules 
Free comprehensive survey and after sales service 

01732 760471 
www.kemsingsofteners.co.uk 

 

 

  

 

Internal Alterations and Refurbishments 

Extensions, Conversions, Bathrooms 

Replacement Kitchens 

Tel – 01732 884036 

www.joseph-pcl.com 

 

     Mobiles – 07884 490664 

        or 07831 204113 

Website – www.joseph-pcl.com 

 

No bookings being taken until further notice 



 



 
PARISH DIARY:  NOVEMBER  2021 

 
EVERY SUNDAY The main morning service at Plaxtol is at 11.00 am 
WEEKDAYS Morning Prayer is normally said in Plaxtol Church at 8.30 am 
    
Monday 
 
Thursday 
 
 
SUNDAY 
3rd Before 
Advent 

1st  
 
4th  
 
 
7th   

2.30pm 
8.00pm 
9-11am 
7.45pm 
 
8.00 am  

Bible Study at The Mallows, Ivy Hatch 
Plaxtol Parish Council in Memorial Hall 
Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne Church 
Plaxtol WI in Memorial Hall 
 
Holy Communion at Plaxtol 

9.30 am Parish Communion at Shipbourne 
11.00 am Family Service with Communion at Plaxtol 
 Readings for principal service: 

     Jonah 3: 1-5,10 
     Hebrews 9: 24-end 
     Mark 1: 14-20 

Monday 
Tuesday 

8th  
9th  

8.00pm Plaxtol Men’s Society – venue to be announced 
8.00 pm Plaxtol Local History Group in Memorial Hall 

Thursday 
Saturday 
 

11th 
13th  
 

9-11am 
4.00pm 

Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne Church 
Plaxtol Fireworks, Spoute Field, Brook Lane 

SUNDAY 
Remem-
brance 
Sunday 

14th  8.00 am Holy Communion at Shipbourne 
10.50 am Act of Remembrance at Plaxtol War Memorial 

followed by Morning Service in church 
10.50 am 
 
 
 
 
 

Act of Remembrance at Shipbourne War Memorial 
followed by Morning Service in church 
Readings for principal service: 
     Daniel 12: 1-3 
     Hebrews 10: 11-25 
     Mark 13: 1-8 

Thursday 
 

18th  
 

9-11am 
 

Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne Church 
 

SUNDAY 
Christ the 
King 
Sunday next 
before Advent 

21st   8.00 am 
9.30am 
10.30am 

Holy Communion at Plaxtol 
Parish Communion at Shipbourne 
Refreshments – followed by ………… 

11.00am “Community@11” at Plaxtol 
 Readings for principal service: 

     Daniel 7: 9-10,13-14 
     Revelation 1: 4b-8 
     John 18: 33-37 

Thursday 
Saturday 

25th  
27th  

9-11am 
9.30-11.30 
11-2pm 

Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne Church 
Community Bread Basket in Plaxtol Church 
Plaxtol School Fair 



 
 
 

 

 
  

SUNDAY 
Advent 
Sunday 
 
 

28th   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8.00 am Holy Communion at Shipbourne 
9.30 am Family Service at Shipbourne 
11.00 am 
6.00pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Communion at Plaxtol 
Advent Carol Service at Plaxtol 
Readings for principal service: 
     Jeremiah 33: 14-16 
     1 Thessalonians 3: 9-end 
     Luke 21: 25-36 
 

 
For enquiries about baptisms, weddings, funerals, hospital and home visits, 

 and Holy Communion at home please contact: 
Rector of Shipbourne with Plaxtol – Rev Dr Peter Hayler 

The Rectory, The Street, Plaxtol (opposite the Papermaker’s Arms) 
Telephone:  01732 811081.    Email:  rectorswp@gmail.com 

Normally he takes Friday as a day off except if there is an emergency 
 

 
 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING POLICIES 
Can be found using the following link: 

https://www.rochester.anglican.org/safeguarding/guidance-
safeguarding/guidance-policy-statements/ 

Safeguarding Officer for Plaxtol Church is Carol Crossley on 810801 
 

 
 

On the third Sunday of the month in Plaxtol Church 

“Community@11” 
The next one is on Sunday 21st November at 11.00am 

Informal contemporary worship 
‘Break-out’ groups for all ages 

Refreshments beforehand from 10.30 
 

 
 



 
The Christmas capacity Covid-19 conundrum. 
 
For the last few months we’ve been able to relax 
some of the Covid related restrictions and begin 
enjoying the freedoms, won largely through the 
success of the vaccination programme.  As we 
look ahead, however, we have no idea what the 
winter will bring.  This makes planning difficult.  
As we strive to do the best we can, we want to 
be careful not to lose sight of all we have learned 
about caring for one another responsibly and safely. 
By the end of November it will be Advent – the Church’s New Year 
and the season that leads us to Christmas.  We are planning a wide 
variety of seasonal celebrations: 
x Sun 28th Nov, 6pm Advent Carols with refreshments at Plaxtol 
x Sun 5th Dec, 11am ‘Christmas Hamper’ Service at Plaxtol 
x Sat 18th Dec, 3.15pm ‘Bethelhem Live’ – costume procession 

from the school to to the Rectory Paddock 
x Sun 19th Dec, 9.30am Family Nativity Service at Shipbourne 
x Sun 19th Dec, 5pm Carol Service with Choir at Plaxtol 
x Fri 24th Dec, 5pm Carol Service with Choir at Shipbourne 
x Fri 24th Dec, 11.30pm Midnight Mass at Plaxtol 
x Sat 25th Dec, Family Communions: 9.30 at Shipbourne, 11 at 

Plaxtol 
x Sun 26th Dec, Communions: 8am at Shipbourne, 10.30am at 

Plaxtol 
Of all the above, we know that the two Carol Services with Choir on 
the 19th and 24thare the most popular by far.  But please understand 
that there is no way we can safely seat the 200+ people who 
traditionally choose to attend these two services.  So it is with great 
regret that, this year, we need to run these two services as ticketed 
events, working to the safety limit we calculate for each church.  We 
will publish details on how to book tickets at the beginning of 
November.  In order to increase the opportunities for celebrating 
Christmas, we hope to add a midweek open-air event at the Kentish 
Rifleman, on the border between our two parishes, and we expect to 
have the details of this by the beginning of December. 
 

Peter Hayler, Rector 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent Carol Service 

 
at 

Plaxtol Parish Church 
6pm, Sunday 28th November 

followed by seasonal refreshments 
 

Safety note: 
 

All our services are risk assessed, ventilated, and socially 
spaced.  The congregation is invited to sing and 

encouraged to wear face coverings.  
 

 
THREE FOLD ORDERS 
OF MINISTRY 
Bishop Simon 
Priest Peter 
Deacon Mark 
 
Mark Packer was Ordained 
by the Bishop of Tonbridge 
at Rochester Cathedral on 
    25th September 2021 

 



FOODBANK COLLECTIONS FOR 
ALL SAINTS’ COMMUNITY PROJECT, CHATHAM 

Due to lockdown restrictions it has been difficult to support our link church 
All Saints’, Chatham with food products.  However, we are now able to 
resume our support and, now more than ever, our help is needed. 
The All Saints’ Community Project helps individuals and families who have 
an urgent need for food.  They also have ongoing projects, groups and a 
café through which they support people.  For more information on the 
project please visit their website: www.allsaintscommunityproject.org.uk 
Here’s how we can help: 
- Each month:  with Community Bread Basket (CBB), we will have boxes 

out in both Shipbourne and Plaxtol Churches for the collection of food 
items. 

- The money raised by the sale of books at CBB will go into a fund that 
provides a free hot breakfast to those who otherwise couldn’t afford it. 

- The Advent Family Service at Plaxtol will collect Christmas food, treats 
and crackers to make up Christmas Hampers for families. 

Dates for your diary: 
November 26th & 27th:  CBB – food and Christmas Food collections in 
Shipbourne and Plaxtol Churches 
December 5th at 11am:  Plaxtol Church Advent Family Service for the 
collection of Christmas food, treats and crackers for Christmas Hampers 
(the church will remain open throughout the day for collections) 
January 22nd & 23rd:  CBB – food collections in Shipbourne and Plaxtol 
Churches 

Thank you for your help 
Donna Hayler 

 

Community Bread Basket 
    9:30 – 11:30 on Saturday 27th November 
        In Plaxtol Parish Church 
     Café style Breakfast 
      All welcome 

United Benefice of Shipbourne with Plaxtol 
Collections for Chatham Foodbank 

Boxes will be placed in both our churches over the fourth 
weekend of each month for donations of food and toiletries, 

to coincide with our Community Bread Basket event. 
Next date: 22nd January 2022 

 

 

 



 

 
IT’S TIME TO SEND A CHRISTMAS GREETING TO 

YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBOURS IN THE VILLAGE 
ESPECIALLY DURING THESE STILL UNUSUAL TIMES!! 

Instead of sending out Christmas cards within the village there could 
be a page or two of personal Christmas greetings in the December 

issue of the Herald.  There will be a minimum donation of 
£5.00 which will go towards our Away Giving to our 

“Partner Parish” – All Saints, Chatham 
The entries would look something like this: 

 
 
 
 
 

If you are interested, please submit your entry to the Editor by 
14th NOVEMBER.      No more than about 20 words, please. 
This can be e-mailed to: crossley.wellington@outlook.com 

or sent to the address below. 
In any case, please send the donation for the church, 
making any cheques payable to: PLAXTOL PCC, to: 

The Editor, Wellington Cottage, Dunks Green, 
Tonbridge, Kent, TN11 9SB 

 

 
HARVEST SUPPER 2021 
Some 120+ parishioners from both Plaxtol & Shipbourne sat down on Friday 8th October to 
another splendid supper to give thanks for our 2021 Harvest.  The Forrester’s Barn at Home 
Farm once again provided the perfect setting for this lovely benefice event with long trestles 
adorned with estate apples and other harvest bounty and straw bales as rustic seating! 
Guests arrived to the sounds of English folk tunes played and sung by the Wealden 
Ramblers.  Pre-supper drinks were purchased from the bar and guest mingled and chatted 
before taking their seats at eight o’clock for homemade Shepherd’s Pies followed by Apple 
Crumble and rounded off with cheese and biscuits  
Our thanks go, as ever, to the Fairlawne Estate for the generous loan and preparation of the 
barn for the occasion and for the supply of estate apples and water.  To Felicity and Nick 
Ward for providing the cheeses and biscuits and to the Boorman family for preparing the 
quiz.  To the local business and individuals who so generously donated the raffle prizes and 
to Plaxtol Village Stores for selling the tickets and for providing the wines and other bar 
essentials, all on a sale or return basis.  Our thanks to all those who helped to set up and/or 
clear on the day and a special thanks to our many skilled and generous cooks for their 
delicious offerings, without which there would have been no supper. 
And finally, a thank you of course to all of those who brought tickets and came along to 
make it such a special evening.  Around £1400 was raised for the Benefice. 
 

Peter and Carol Crossley wish all their friends and neighbours 
in Plaxtol a very Happy Christmas and peaceful New Year. 

 



 
November at Shipbourne Farmers Market 
QR codes?? 
 

Do you use them? It simply means that you can find web addresses by 
taking a picture with your phone so you don’t have to remember the actual 
address! 
 

 

 
 
For example: 
 

www.shipbournefm.co.uk 
 

Take a picture of this QR code and it 
will link you to the above web site.  

 

Why bother?  If you want to know what’s available and what’s happening at 
the market you can receive our weekly newsletter.  Once on our web page 
click on either ‘Shop Now’ to see all products for sale at the market (if you 
decide to order, the system will request your email address) or click on 
‘Reminder’ which will ask you to submit your email address for the 
newsletter (as well as sending you a Reminder for the market). 
Now the clocks have gone back and days are shorter and the temperature 
drops, it’s the time of year that the kitchen can give you comfort.  Slow-
cooked casseroles, rich flavoured roasts, savoury pies and warming puds 
all fit the bill perfectly.  
Local game is the meat of choice this month as the season is well under 
way for birds such as pheasant, partridge and wild duck. Venison makes 
a healthy choice having 15-20% less fat content than red meat.  However, 
the lower fat content means careful cooking to avoid letting the meat dry 
out.  Consequently flash-frying or grilling are better suited to lean, tender 
cuts.  
For easy comfort eating try pies full of ‘real’ meat, such Steak and Kidney, 
Beef Steak in red wine or ale and Venison pie.  Remember that most stews, 
pies and casseroles actually improve in flavour from being cooked and 
stored for a day or two in the fridge before serving.  It is always worthwhile 
buying a larger pie and putting the remainder in the freezer ready for 
another meal. 

Cont’d > > > > 



 
 
 
Colder coastal waters at this time of year make for the highest quality fish 
such as Dover sole, turbot and halibut. Shellfish including oysters, 
scallops and mussels are also all good this month.  
Root vegetables are at their tastiest now and perfect for mashes, gratins 
and roasts – they improve with the cold. Look out for parsnips, swede and 
turnips.  Try cooking peeled with a couple of cloves of garlic in the cooking 
water then mash with a big dollop of butter to go with venison or roast beef. 
Main crop potatoes are full of texture and flavour now and brassicas really 
come into their own this month – kale, spring greens, Brussels sprouts 
and all kinds of cabbages are wonderful in stir-fries, soups, and hashes or 
just steamed with grated nutmeg and more butter!  Try red cabbage cooked 
with apple, spices and red wine is another seasonal treat to go with rich 
pork, or maybe a roasted wild duck. 
Apples and pears are in abundance Bramley’s are perfect for using in 
mincemeat and Christmas pudding so buy them ready for stir-up Sunday at 
the end of the month.  Carry on making chutneys and pickles and 
remember the eating varieties can also be used in tarts, puddings and 
cakes.  
The market can supply both Christmas food and unusual presents.  
Christmas puddings, Christmas cakes, luxury mince pies, dips, pies, olives, 
sourdough breads, sparkling wines, spirits (Greensand gin, Apple brandy 
and Rum), venison, turkey, beef, hams, smoked salmon and other fishes 
plus  a variety of veg., nuts; fruits; cheeses; jams .  Looking for presents 
with a difference?  How about locally knitted alpaca scarves, hats, all types 
of soaps, candles, drinks, marmalades and lots more.  Just go to the web 
site and B R O W S E!!   
 
 
 
WEATHER REPORT – SEPTEMBER 2021 
September Weather – the average day temp. was 30.80c, the average night 
temp. was 10.60c, the highest day was Wed. 8th with 320c. the lowest night 
was Wed. 29th with 2.00c. 
The total rainfall was 34mm, with an average over the last 30 years of 
59.38mm, the highest month was September 2001 with 122.5mm, the 
lowest month was September 1997 with 9.5mm.  There were only 7 
separate days of rain in September.       Lionel Stielow 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



BOROUGH GREEN MEDICAL PRACTICE 
VACCINATION UPDATE 
The surgery is extremely busy at the moment.  We apologise for any 
difficulties you may experience in getting through to us. 
Flu vaccinations 
Usually at this time of year we would have our flu clinics planned. 
Unfortunately, as we all know, this year is anything but normal and, like all 
surgeries, we have experienced disruption to our supply of flu vaccines.  
We have had one delivery already and have held our first walk-in clinic.  We 
are now awaiting the next delivery this week and once this is received we 
will advertise future clinics.  As we only have short notice of deliveries, 
these will also be walk-in clinics without prior appointment.  We will 
advertise them on our website, the Practice Facebook page, The Borough 
Green Pinboard Facebook page and, for those not on social media, by 
posting notices at various locations in the villages.  Whenever possible we 
will also communicate the date of the clinics via the parish magazines.  We 
ask that you look out for these announcements and do not call reception to 
ask about when vaccinations will be available. 
Covid vaccinations 
We are commencing the Covid booster programme with appointments likely 
to be available from the last week in October.  We will contact you (if you 
are aged over 50) by phone or text, at the time you become eligible, 
commencing with those aged over 80.  There must be 6 months between 
your last dose and the booster dose.  You may receive a text inviting you to 
obtain your booster via the central booking service or you can wait until you 
hear from us.  Again, please do not contact the surgery to ask about Covid 
boosters – but rest assured we will contact you. 
 

Mobile Chiropody Service 
Fosters Foot-care 

Call:  Paul Rogers 
Phone:  07985 607569 

Email:  paulrogers48@btinternet.com 
A friendly & professional mobile foot-care 
service in the comfort of your own home: 

Fosters Foot-care offers a comprehensive range of foot care, 
from a simple nail trim to more complex foot conditions: 

for example: in-growing toe nails & removing corns. 
Registered & fully insured: 

S.A.C. dip Foot Health Practice (Reg No: 3218093) 
 

 



 
PLAXTOL MENS SOCIETY OCTOBER MEETING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With the advent of organised crime, over the past 30 years policing has 
changed from local to national and international.  Serious Organised Crime 
(“SOC”) is now the biggest threat to society, costs currently £37 bn 
annually, and is growing.  It is estimated there are now over 4500 OCGs in 
the UK involving up to 200 000 persons (i.e. as many as our Armed 
Forces!).  Activities include human trafficking, slavery, child abuse, money 
laundering, fraud, cybercrime and import and distribution of firearms and 
illegal drugs (“county lines” often using children).   
To meet these changes the National Crime Agency was formed in 1992 as 
the lead government agency against SOC. covering all areas of crime.  By 
intelligence gathering it investigates how criminals operate and how they 
can be disrupted.  Further restructures took place in 2006 and 2013, 
including absorption of child protection (CEOP).  
Another new power is an Unexplained Wealth Order designed to target 
money laundering.  The sanction is a court order to confiscate the asset.  
The National Cyber Crime Unit (“NCCU”): cybercrime continues to increase 
in both scale and complexity; it tends to be a younger persons game. 
Criminals seek to exploit human or security vulnerabilities to steal 
passwords, data or money.  This includes hacking, phishing using bogus 
email and ransom ware.  
Interestingly police have been known to knock on the doors of houses 
where teenagers have been using laptops to attempt to penetrate 
government agencies and commercial organisations illegally, initially to 
impress their friends.  In many cases the police try to persuade them to use 
their newly found expertise for good not evil purposes.  Only recently have 
the agencies’ staff and activities become better known publicly. 
The next meeting will be held face to face on Monday 8th November, venue 
to be confirmed.  Local Historian George Buswell will speak on A German 
POW’s story: the account of a German POW in Tonbridge 1944-48 and 
the translation of his diary 

Peter Brewin, Sec. 
 
 

 

The first meeting of our new 2021/2022 season 
was held on Zoom Monday 11th October.  After a 
short AGM, Plaxtol’s Dave Rickard gave a 
fascinating talk “The National Crime Agency 
(“NCA”) and a Synopsis of Cyber Security”. Dave 
is now an independent IT expert with 20 years 
experience in working on the NCA IT 
infrastructure.  Special aspects of his work are the 
national data systems used by the police and in 
public protection technologies.  



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                          Visit us in the shop to browse our pottery selection or buy  
                                          takeaway kits to enjoy at home.  Perfect for a gift, a family  
                                          experience, or to discover a new hobby! 
 
                                          Or check out our selection of workshops to craft your own  
                                          pottery or join us for a cheeky glass of Prosecco while you  
                                          paint! 
 
                                          To make enquiries or book a session: 
                                          Email: hello@potterarti.co.uk       or call: 01732 753416 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE AERIAL MAN 
Family run business – Welcome to the Digital Age 

BT VISION ~ AERIAL INSTALLATION 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE ~ SPECIAL RATES FOR OAP’S 

         PLAXTOL 
              01732 883542 

 

 

 

 

 

EMMA PEACOCK 
BSc  MChS  SRCh 

 
HCPC Registered 

Chiropodist/Podiatrist 
Specialising in providing a 
comprehensive foot health 
care service – including the 
treatment of corns, calluses, 
verrucae, ingrown toenails 

and nail surgery 
 
South Park Medical Services 

South Park 
Sevenoaks, Kent 

TN13 1ED 
 

01732 742529 

 
 



 
TONBRIDGE AND MALLING 
RAMBLERS 
 
Our friendly group is one of 13 
Ramblers groups in Kent and part of the 
national Ramblers walking organisation.  
We recently helped to organise the Kent 
Ramblers Wealdway40 festival to mark 
the 40th anniversary of the Wealdway 
long-distance trail.  388 walkers took 
part in the 26 festival walks in 

September 2021.  They walked a total of almost 1,800 miles along the 
Wealdway (and many more miles on other paths). 
We are now back to our regular walks exploring the beautiful countryside 
within Tonbridge & Malling and surrounding areas.  Our group walks are 
mostly circular with a moderate pace.  You don’t have to be a Ramblers 
member to try out a couple of walks with us, to help you decide if you’d like 
to join. 
Advance booking is not required; you can just turn up on the day.  However, 
if you are new to our walks, it’s a good idea to contact the walk leader 
beforehand to check that their walk will suit you.  Non-members welcome. 
 
To find out more, our walk leaders, meeting details visit our website:  
www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk  
Or email: info@tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk 
 
We look forward to welcoming you on a walk soon! 
 
Date Route Distance 

Wed 3 Nov From the medieval stone bridge at Teston, 
alongside the Medway to Barming 5 miles 

Sun 7 Nov Penshurst circular 5.2 miles 

Wed 10 Nov A gentle walk along and across the Medway 
from Barming 5 miles 

Sun 14 Nov Shipbourne to Underriver + plenty of stiles! 6.3 miles 

Sun 21 Nov Brookland Lake, Snodland - a flat walk around 
the lakes  4.5 miles 

Tues 23 Nov Five Oak Green to Hartlake Bridge through 
farmland and on along the Medway 5 miles 

Sun 28 Nov Circular walk from Plaxtol Spoute 5 miles 
 

 



 
 
 
PLAXTOL LOCAL HISTORY GROUP OCTOBER 2021 MEETING 
REPORT 
Oxonhoath 
One of our favourite speakers Jonathan Fenner gave us the long and 
fascinating history of Oxonhoath  and the families who lived in it and loved it 
from 1350-1945, namely the Culpepper, Miller, Bartholomew and Geary 
families.  The genealogy is complicated. 
The estate at the time of Walter Culpepper in 1340 consisted of a medieval 
manor house and 270 acres of land with 73 acres of garden.  It lay between 
Fairlawne and Yotes Court.  He and his family are buried in St. Dunstan’s 
Church, West Peckham in a chest tomb in a private chantry.  The owners in 
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries were the Miller family who were one of 
the wealthiest families in the area with money and land.  Sir Nicholas the 
Elder altered the house making it triple gabled on all four sides with a grand 
entrance from Hadlow.  Much of the building work was carried out during 
the Civil War whilst he lived there, unlike his neighbour Sir Roger Twysden 
of Roydon Hall who was imprisoned.  In the eighteenth century Oxonhoath 
passed into the Bartholomew family through the marriage of their daughter.  
Four years later Leonard and Elizabeth died and have a fine marble tomb in 
the church.  Their grandson Philip died childless and the estate passed into 
the Geary family through their granddaughter Mary whose husband was Sir 
Francis Geary an admiral and baronet.  There are three splendid 
hatchments in the church that chronicle the family intermarriages and the 
lineages of both husbands and wives through their heraldic symbols.  There 
followed more alterations in 1791 when the entrance was moved to where it 
is today and the formal gardens were made into parkland.  This fascinating 
talk was illustrated with portraits of the owners but one portrait stands out.  
It is the good looking third baronet William who inherited Oxonhoath at 14.  
Aged 28 he had a terrible and tragic accident when he cut his carotid artery 
falling on a glass screen.  He survived but went into early retirement.  
Walter Culpepper would not recognise the house today as in 1846 it was 
given the appearance of a French empire style house by the architect 
Anthony Salvin.  The fifth baronet Sir Humphrey died childless and so 
ended the family line.  John Cannon’s mother inherited the estate that 
included Old Soar in 1945.  She later gave Old Soar to the National Trust.  
Oxonhoath is now a country estate residential retreat.  V. Dussek 
Our next talk will be on Tuesday 9th November IN THE MEMORIAL 
HALL at 8pm when Aden Lane will talk on The Biggin Hill Museum.    
 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 
 
 
 

COPY DATE FOR JANUARY 2022 PLAXTOL HERALD 
Please note – in order to print and have the January 
edition of The Plaxtol Herald distributed before 
Christmas any copy received after Tuesday 7th  
December may be held over until the February edition. 
Peter Crossley, Editor and Peter Brewin, Deputy Editor 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PLAXTOL NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH – NOVEMBER 2021 
SHIPBOURNE:  Stumble Hill:  On 2nd October.  Somebody broke into a 
vehicle parked in the road and stole tools from inside. 
PLAXTOL:  St Hilda’s:   At lunchtime on 12th October.  Somebody 
damaged fence/concrete panels. 
PLAXTOL:  The Street:  Early evening on 14th October.  Somebody 
smashed a window of a residential property. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hatha Yoga Slow Flow 50+ or beginners 
Shipbourne Village Hall 

Wednesdays 9.30am - 10.30am 
More information & to book please go to: 

bookwhen.com/alisonsyogaandfitness 
 

 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
PLAXTOL WI NOVEMBER 2021 ‘Full Steam Ahead’ 
It was great fun for all of our members to finally meet up in person 
in the village hall in October.  Wine was taken, friendships renewed 
and everyone enjoyed and participated in the talk which, with lots of 
chat and laughter, combined to make it a very jolly evening.  
The monthly meeting on Thursday 4th November starts at 7.45 pm 
and, following refreshments, the talk for the evening is “How I 
Created My Business, Salters Must-Chup Ltd” by Andrew Salter about 
his alternative to the nation’s favourite tomato ketchup. 
The meeting should finish before 10pm.       Libby Cohen 
For membership enquiries please contact Carolyne Sullivan 810563 
 
 
 
 
FROM TOM TUGENDHAT, MBE, MP 
Fuel shortages over the last few weeks have hurt us all.  We have seen 
again how important HGV drivers are and why the shortage has occurred. 
Many other countries are also short of drivers.  Poland and Germany are 
finding it hard to find people and we all need to pinpoint ways we can 
reduce the impact this could have on prices we pay in the shops. 
With only a few shopping weeks until Christmas, a time where so many of 
us will be ordering food and presents, we need to sort this now.  The toys 
and turkeys we will need take time to plan for and companies need certainty 
to help them do it. 
The end of free movement, Covid delays at the DVLA, and the rising wages 
in other careers make it hard to simply fill the gaps, so we must look hard at 
our visa system and see where we want to make changes. 
We can reach out to others around the world and make a generous offer to 
those we want to attract to work here and avoid any future shortages.  By 
Christmas, shelves will be stocked and presents delivered as we move into 
a new phase, as more HGV drivers take their place on Britain roads.  In 
getting back to normal after Coronavirus they will have played a vital role, 
and one we’re all grateful for. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
NOTES FROM PLAXTOL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 04/10/21 
Present:  Cllrs P Thomas (Chair), D Beynon, M Brewin, J Budworth, 

   G French, L Thomas (Clerk); Boro Cllr W Palmer; 
   Kent County Cllr H Rayner  

 
Apologies:  Cllrs M Carboni, M Hiddleston, S Knights, T Rolls; 

        Boro Cllrs T Shaw, M Taylor 
Matters raised by the public / Borough Councillors: 
Boro Cllr Palmer reported that KALC now had 2 representatives with voting 
rights at Joint Transportation Board. She advised that Sarah Barker had 
had to resign as Chair of the Area KALC Committee as Kings Hill Parish 
Council, of which she was a member, had chosen not to renew their KALC 
membership. Cllr Palmer advised that Local Plan was now in disarray 
although the intention was to have a replacement plan approved by 2023, 
despite issues regarding the timing of call for sites and Regulation 18 & 19 
consultations. There were also problematic issues regarding Tunbridge 
Wells’ plans to build close to the Borough boundary at Tudeley. TMBC were 
pursuing the Borough Green Gardens planning option despite not having 
involved local stakeholders in any discussions regarding future planning on 
the site. Issues such as the timing of continuing mineral extraction rights 
had not been addressed. Borough Green Parish Council would be 
challenging this development. 
County Cllr Rayner reported that KCC had continuing budget challenges. 
The Council had agreed to accept more unaccompanied child migrants on 
the understanding that the cost to the local tax payer is significantly 
reduced. Cllr Rayner advised that Wrotham Parish Council had met with 
TMBC’s ‘engagement’ team on the issue of the proposed Borough Green 
Gardens, but had offered no views on the proposal. The original 
requirement to build the ‘relief road’ once c400 houses had been built was 
under review. 
The Chair thanked both Councillors for their contributions. 
Council Matters: 
(i) Councillors received a list of proposed meeting dates for 2022, which 
were approved. 
(ii) It was agreed that the Finance Group would consider the issues 
concerning the provision of IT support to Councillors, initially with a survey 
to assess need. The outcome of the survey, with Finance Group 
recommendations, would be presented at the November meeting.  
The Chair would prepare a paper on communication with parishioners via 
social media for the same meeting. 
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Payments & Finance: 
(i) Councillors received the Internal Audit Report for 2020-21 and noted 
that an issue had been raised with regard to the Clerk annual appraisal, 
which had not taken place during 2020 due to Covid issues. Appraisal for 
2021 would be arranged. Councillors expressed their thanks to Marian 
Hemsted for her hard work and commitment to the audit. 
(ii) Councillors noted that the latest Governance and Accountability 
regulations had recommended that the current 3-yearly review of the 
appointment of the Internal Auditor be undertaken annually. The Internal 
Auditor had been consulted regarding this recommendation and had agreed 
that a full review on an annual basis was not necessary for a small council. 
Councillors agreed that a light touch review should be undertaken at the 
time of the Annual Return, with a full review every 3 years.  
(iii) Receipts & Payments. Councillors noted the actual contribution towards 
the cost of the replacement defibrillator battery was £138. Councillors were 
advised of a rise in energy price for street lighting 22.1p to 25.4p per kWh 
wef 1 September 2021.  A financial statement and bank reconciliation was 
distributed to members.  
The following receipts were noted:              £ 

 TMBC precept 2nd installment    25,231.00 
The following payments were approved:                £ 

P Gingell: repair work Spoute Rec, GML       150.00 
J Riches: additional web hosting fee        149.95 
Communicorp: Clerks & Councils Direct additional sub  8.00 
SLCC annual membership        144.00 
Plaxtol Primary School: hedge trimming       200.00 
Shipbourne PC: defibrillator battery costs       138.00 
Clerk salary & reimbursements September 2021      742.93 
Eon Energy: street lighting September 2021        67.56 

Planning: 
(i) The Chair advised that he and 4 fellow Councillors had attended a 
meeting with TMBC in conjunction with Platt Parish Council regarding the 
Borough Green Gardens proposal. The meeting was part of a series of 
‘engagement’ meetings for TMBC to outline their intentions. The meeting 
had provided some useful information. It is TMBC’s intention to consult fully 
in due course. 
(ii) Planning applications. 
Parish Council decisions 
Councillors noted that responses in respect of the following had been made 
to TMBC since the September meeting: 
Land East Of Little Allens, Allens Lane:  Erection of dwelling, resubmission 
of approved planning permission TM/20/02929/FL. No objection. 
Councillors considered the following applications: 

Cont’d > > > > 



 
 
Apple Tree Cottage, Plaxtol Lane:  Lawful Development Certificate 
Proposed: stationing of a mobile home in residential garden to provide 
ancillary accommodation.  Councillors agreed to seek guidance from TMBC 
regarding the status of Lawful Development applications within a 
Conservation Area.  It was noted that location of the site within the 
Conservation Area had been omitted from the application.  
Club Cottage, Plaxtol Lane:  Remove 3 dead Conifer trees which provide 
shielding for oil tank. Replace with 3 Conifer trees. Councillors agreed to 
respond in line with the Tree Warden’s recommendations on receipt of his 
report.  
The Former Rectory, The Street:  Erection of a garden shed and green 
house. No objection. 
Little Mount, The Street:  Goat willow front boundary next to gate - pollard to 
reduce height and spread for tree health and in keeping with surroundings.  
Councillors agreed to respond in line with the Tree Warden’s 
recommendations on receipt of his report. 
TMBC decisions: 
14 The Street:  Convert the integral garage into a kitchen/utility area to 
increase the ground floor living area.  The property benefits from a driveway 
immediately in front of the garage which is used for parking, replace the 
existing up and over steel garage doors with side hinged steel insulated 
garage doors with enhanced security features. Replace the existing french 
doors and kitchen window with bi-fold doors and replace the existing rear 
door to the garage with a sash window in line with existing windows in the 
property. Granted permission. Parish Council had not objected to this 
application. 
Fir Tree Cottage, Yopps Green:  Conversion of the existing garage and first 
floor extension providing annex accommodation. Granted permission. 
Parish Council had objected to this application. 
Fir Tree Cottage, Yopps Green:  Demolition of existing rear extension and 
pergola structure; and construction of a single storey rear extension.  
Granted permission.  Parish Council had objected to this application. 
Young People: 
Cllr Budworth advised that c30 responses had been received to an informal 
survey in favour of the provision of an outdoor ping pong table at the 
Spoute Recreation Ground. Provision of a basketball hoop had also been 
suggested. It was noted that contact had also been made with the Council 
by external groups seeking to support youth facilities, including the 
possibility of clubs, within the Parish. It was agreed that Cllrs Budworth and 
Rolls would take these issues forward, initially with a wider survey among 
young people as to what kind of provision they would prefer. 
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Community Affairs: 
(i) LGBCE ward boundary review. The Chair reported that, following initial 
submissions to the Boundary Commission, Shipbourne Parish Council had 
resolved to make a formal request at the next consultation phase that, 
because of strong historical and contemporary community links, the 
parishes of Shipbourne and Plaxtol should not be divided in any ward 
boundary change. The Chair proposed that Plaxtol Parish Council make the 
same request. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Brewin and unanimously 
agreed. A further request to the Commission to remain in a ward with 
Borough Green and Platt would be made by both parishes. The second 
phase of the consultation was due to start on 5 October.  
(ii) Cllr French advised that the programme of events for the celebration of 
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee included a national proclamation during the 
day on the first bank holiday, Thursday 2 June, with a beacon lighting 
ceremony at 9pm. Discussions were in train with parish organisations 
regarding a ‘street’ party on Sunday 5 June, in line with the national event. 
Consideration was being given to holding this in the School grounds. The 
Cricket Club also offered use of its grounds and facilities. Councillors 
agreed that the provision of a beacon would be pursued and that financial 
support for the events would be agreed. 
Recreation Grounds: 
It was reported that two further quotes were being sought for the 
replacement of the fence at the Spoute Recreation Ground. 
Highways & Transport: 
(i) It was reported that Cllr Carboni had received two comparable quotes 
for the new bus route signs, restricting parking, to be installed below the 
Papermakers Arms on The Street. Councillors agreed that the installation 
should go ahead with the most expedient provider. 
(ii) JPCTCG meeting, 16.9.21. The Chair advised that Cllr Hiddleston had 
provided a report on this meeting, summarising the following issues: 
- report by David Brazier, Cabinet Member for KCC Highways & 

Transport; 
- MOTO lorry park proposal at Wrotham and concerns regarding the 

location in Green Belt and AONB and additional traffic generation; 
- Vision Zero initiative to reduce road traffic accidents; 
- active travel and bus strategies; 
- Parish Councils’ highways plans. 

Public Rights of Way: 
Cllr French advised that the collapsed stile on MR338, reported by a 
parishioner, had now been removed by the landowner. A replacement 
would be installed in due course. 
Any Other Business: 
It was reported that ownership of the red phone box at the Spoute had now 
been transferred to the Parish Council. 
Date of Next Meeting:  Monday 1 November at 8 pm. 



 
 
 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE IS HAPPENING. 
Pat Crawford provides the RURAL FOCUS PRESS GROUP 

COMMENT AND ADVICE COLUMN 
 
UN Secretary-General António Guterres describes the global phaseout of 
leaded fuel as a “milestone for multilateralism”.  It is interesting to note that 
the campaign to eliminate leaded fuel lasted more than twenty years. 
Steel production is responsible for very considerable carbon emissions 
partly due to burning fossil fuels (some estimates suggest the industry emits 
about 9% of the total carbon dioxide emissions worldwide.)  The 
Smithsonian Institute has revealed that a few companies are experimenting 
with a manufacturing process that is powered by renewables.  The results 
are said to be ‘promising’ and plans are for ‘greener steel’ to ramp up 
production in the next there to five years. 
The World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and the UN Office for 
Disaster Risk have stated that, over the last fifty years, Extreme Weather 
Events have caused a surge in natural disasters. 
Research undertaken by Waitrose indicates a lot of their 10p plastic bags 
were only being used once and they have been withdrawn.  The 
supermarket claims that the replacement 50p bags are twice as durable, 
fully recyclable and made from 100% recycled content.  Although the new 
bags are available in store, Waitrose say they would prefer customers to 
use their own bags as ‘this is the best way we can collectively work together 
to do the right thing and help save our planet’. 
New Scientist journal points out that the world is not lacking commitment:  
Eleven countries – the UK, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Hungary, 
Japan, Luxembourg, New Zealand, Spain, Sweden – and dozens more 
have indicated they intend to do so 
https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg25133504-300-net-zero-living-how-
your-day-will-look-in-a-carbon-neutral-world/#ixzz75I51bMhO 
A UN spokesman has revealed that between 2009 and 2018 14 per cent of 
the world’s coral reefs were lost as a result of the world lost 14 per cent of 
continuously rising sea temperatures.   
Greek PM Kyriakos Mitsotakis has issued a starkly terrifying warning: "If the 
worst-case scenarios materialise, this planet is not going to be hospitable to 
the human species by the end of this century"  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

    FAIRSEAT ESTATES LTD 
    Building & Development 
       -   New build 
       -   Extensions 
       -   Refurbishments 
       -   Planning 
         Call - James Beslee – 07961 395759 
395759   or email - jbeslee@yahoo.com 
 
 

treeservicesltd 
 

All aspects of private and commercial tree work 
undertaken by fully trained and well equipped staff 

 
Fully insured.  Free advice and Estimates 

 
Our services include:- 

Hazard evaluation (Health and Safety checks) 
Cutting back of trees and branches 

Crown reduction and thinning 
Dangerous trees made safe 

Logs and wood chip sold 
Stump removal 
Hedge cutting 

DUNCAN SIMPSON – 01732 810933 
duncan@treeservicesltd.co.uk 

www.treeservicesltd.co.uk 
 

 
 

 



 



 

Kevin Aiston 
Complete Building Service 

(Over 20 years experience with W O Durlings of Ightham) 
Roofing      Extensions 
Painting   Decorating  All Repairs 

Plastering     Conversions 
Free Estimates      -     Prompt Reliable Service 

Telephone  -  01732 883832  -  Anytime 
Email:  aiston04@aol.com  Mobile  -  07734 214334 

 

 
 

HOUSE and PET SERVICES 
 

Pop-in services      Dog walking 
House and Pet sitting 

 

Fully accredited and insured 
National Association of Pet Sitters and Dog Walkers 

Very competitive rates 
 

Contact: Jon Reynolds Tel: 07704 685947 
email: jrinkent@btinternet.com 
www.narpsuk.co.uk/profile/jrinkent 

www.findalocalpetsitter.co.uk/profile/jrinkent 
 

 

 

   IANHOLLOBON 
       HEATING AND PLUMBING 
 
Full Heating Design and Installation       Landlord Certificates and Servicing 

Water Softeners and Filters Free delivery of salt blocks 
Unvented Cylinders and Accumulators 

All Domestic Plumbing 
07887 726 275 hollobon@virginmedia.com 

 

 

         



 
 

Plough Hill, Basted, Borough Green, TN15 8PS 
 

01732 668619 - www.ploughatbasted.co.uk 
 

We are a CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) Free House serving a selection of fine 
ales brewed in Kent.  We also serve Tea and Coffee throughout the day. 

Our pub is family friendly and dog friendly.  We regularly cater for groups of 
ramblers and have parking for over 20 cars.  Whether, you're out rambling, 

looking for some beautiful Kentish countryside in which to spend some 
time or just passing by and in need of refreshment we look forward 

to serving you very soon. 
 

OPEN FROM 12PM until LATE EVERYDAY 
 

x Local Ales and Ciders 
x Lagers & Stouts including Stella & Guinness 

x A wide range of Wines and Spirits 
x Soft Drinks and Mineral Waters 
x Tea and freshly brewed Coffee 

 
"Thank you Ben, great food and a warm welcome for our dog" 

 
Fresh, home cooked food served daily (except Mondays) 
x Home cooked traditional Sunday Roast  -  1,  2 or 3 courses 

x Fresh Fish & Chips every Friday 
x Tasty Steaks and Burgers 
x Bar snacks and Nibbles 
x Sandwiches and Rolls 

x Deep Filled Pies 
 

"We really enjoyed the Fish & Chips, crispy batter and huge 
 portions just the way we like it - thank you" 

 
We can cater for small or large groups, functions, 
parties/celebrations and corporate meetings also. 

Please get in touch to discuss.  



 

 
 
 



 


