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    FAIRSEAT ESTATES LTD 
    Building & Development 
       -   New build 
       -   Extensions 
       -   Refurbishments 
       -   Planning 
         Call - James Beslee – 07961 395759 
395759   or email - jbeslee@yahoo.com 
 
 

treeservicesltd 
 

All aspects of private and commercial tree work 
undertaken by fully trained and well equipped staff 

 
Fully insured.  Free advice and Estimates 

 
Our services include:- 

Hazard evaluation (Health and Safety checks) 
Cutting back of trees and branches 

Crown reduction and thinning 
Dangerous trees made safe 

Logs and wood chip sold 
Stump removal 
Hedge cutting 

DUNCAN SIMPSON – 01732 810933 
duncan@treeservicesltd.co.uk 

www.treeservicesltd.co.uk 
 

 

 



 



 

Kevin Aiston 
Complete Building Service 

(Over 20 years experience with W O Durlings of Ightham) 
Roofing      Extensions 
Painting   Decorating  All Repairs 

Plastering     Conversions 
Free Estimates      -     Prompt Reliable Service 

Telephone  -  01732 883832  -  Anytime 
Email:  aiston04@aol.com  Mobile  -  07734 214334 

 

 
 

HOUSE and PET SERVICES 
 

Pop-in services      Dog walking 
House and Pet sitting 

 

Fully accredited and insured 
National Association of Pet Sitters and Dog Walkers 

Very competitive rates 
 

Contact: Jon Reynolds Tel: 07704 685947 
email: jrinkent@btinternet.com 
www.narpsuk.co.uk/profile/jrinkent 

www.findalocalpetsitter.co.uk/profile/jrinkent 
 

 

 

   IANHOLLOBON 
       HEATING AND PLUMBING 
 
Full Heating Design and Installation       Landlord Certificates and Servicing 

Water Softeners and Filters Free delivery of salt blocks 
Unvented Cylinders and Accumulators 

All Domestic Plumbing 
07887 726 275 hollobon@virginmedia.com 

 

         



 
 

Plough Hill, Basted, Borough Green, TN15 8PS 
 

01732 668619 - www.ploughatbasted.co.uk 
 

We are a CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) Free House serving a selection of fine 
ales brewed in Kent.  We also serve Tea and Coffee throughout the day. 

Our pub is family friendly and dog friendly.  We regularly cater for groups of 
ramblers and have parking for over 20 cars.  Whether, you're out rambling, 

looking for some beautiful Kentish countryside in which to spend some 
time or just passing by and in need of refreshment we look forward 

to serving you very soon. 
 

OPEN FROM 12PM until LATE EVERYDAY 
 

x Local Ales and Ciders 
x Lagers & Stouts including Stella & Guinness 

x A wide range of Wines and Spirits 
x Soft Drinks and Mineral Waters 
x Tea and freshly brewed Coffee 

 
"Thank you Ben, great food and a warm welcome for our dog" 

 
Fresh, home cooked food served daily (except Mondays) 
x Home cooked traditional Sunday Roast  -  1,  2 or 3 courses 

x Fresh Fish & Chips every Friday 
x Tasty Steaks and Burgers 
x Bar snacks and Nibbles 
x Sandwiches and Rolls 

x Deep Filled Pies 
 

"We really enjoyed the Fish & Chips, crispy batter and huge 
 portions just the way we like it - thank you" 

 
We can cater for small or large groups, functions, 
parties/celebrations and corporate meetings also. 

Please get in touch to discuss.  



 
PARISH DIARY: JANUARY 2022 

  
WEEKDAYS Morning Prayer is normally said in Plaxtol Church at 8.30 am 
 
SUNDAY 
2nd Sunday  
of Christmas 

2nd 8.00 am  Holy Communion 
9.30 am Parish Communion at Shipbourne 
11.00 am Family Service with Communion 
 Readings for Principal Service: 

     Jeremiah 31: 7-14 
     Ephesians 1: 3-14 
     John 1: 10-18 

Tuesday 4th 8 pm Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 5th  Plaxtol School Term 3 starts 
Thursday 6th  NO Farmers Market 

7.45 pm Plaxtol W.I. in Memorial Hall (see 
minutes) 

SUNDAY 
Baptism of  
Christ;  
 1st Sunday of 
Epiphany 
 

9th 8.00 am Holy Communion at Shipbourne 
9.30 am Matins at Shipbourne 
11.00 am Parish Communion 
 Readings for Principal Service: 

     Isaiah 43: 1-7 
     Acts 8: 14-17 
     Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22 

Monday 10th 2.30 pm Bible Study at the Mallows, Ivy Hatch 
8 pm Plaxtol Men’s Society  

Tuesday 11th 10-11.30  FIRST “Plaxtol Playtime and Baby 
Group” in Plaxtol Church 

8 pm Plaxtol Local History Group in 
Memorial Hall  

Thursday 
 

13th 9-11am NO Farmers Market 

SUNDAY 
2nd Sunday of 
Epiphany 

16th 8.00 am Holy Communion 
9.30 am Parish Communion at Shipbourne 
11.00 am Community@11 “Build your Own 

Christingle” with  
refreshments at 10.30 

 Readings for Principal Service: 
      Isaiah 62: 1-5 
     1 Corinthians 12: 1-11 
     John 2: 1-11  



 
Thursday 20th 9-11am Farmers’ Market RESTARTS (see 

article) 
 
 

 

Saturday 22nd 9.30-11.30 Community Bread Basket in Plaxtol 
Church  

SUNDAY 
3rd Sunday of 
Epiphany 

23rd 8.00 am Holy Communion at Shipbourne 
9.30 am Family Service at Shipbourne 
11  am Parish Communion 
 Readings for Principal Service: 

     Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
     1 Corinthians 12: 12-31a 
     Luke 4: 14-21 

Wednesday 26th  2.30 pm CMS Group at Salmons Barn, Dunks 
Green (c) 

Thursday 27th 9-11am Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne 
Church  

SUNDAY 
4th Sunday of 
Epiphany 

30th 8.00 am Holy Communion 
9.30 am Holy Communion 1662 + Hymns at 

Shipbourne 
11 am Morning Worship 
6 pm Benefice Taize Service at 

Shipbourne 
 Readings for Principal Service: 

     Ezekiel 43: 27-44.4 
     1 Corinthians 13 
     Luke 2: 22-40 

 
For enquiries about baptisms, weddings, funerals, hospital and home visits, 

 and Holy Communion at home please contact: 
Rector of Shipbourne with Plaxtol – Rev Dr Peter Hayler 

The Rectory, The Street, Plaxtol (opposite the Papermaker’s Arms) 
Telephone:  01732 811081.    Email:  rectorswp@gmail.com 

Normally he takes Friday as a day off except if there is an emergency 
 

 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING POLICIES 
Can be found using the following link: 

https://www.rochester.anglican.org/safeguarding/guidance-
safeguarding/guidance-policy-statements/ 

Safeguarding Officer for Plaxtol Church is Carol Crossley on 810801 
 



RECTOR’S LETTER 
Hope for 2022 
One of the real challenges of pandemic  times is the business of living with 
provisionality – making plans and never quite knowing whether they will be 
possible to carry out. Writing this piece for January in early December is a 
case in point: plans for Christmas have been made, and preparations are 
filling each and every day, but there’s no knowing where we might ‘be’ in a 
fortnight, let alone in 2022. I wonder if you’ve already made plans for 
holidays or special celebrations next year. I certainly have… holidays, 
anniversaries and two ordinations. But there must be a degree of 
provisionality around all our plans, and sometimes that’s hard or frustrating. 
What can help in the meanwhile? 
 
For Christians, the idea of hope has a special quality to it that should be 
pertinent to living with provisionality. But hope in the New Testament is not 
so much a verb (as in ‘I hope the weather will be good today’), but rather 
more a noun (as in ‘I have hope’). The Christian sense of hope is based 
upon the faithful fulfilment of many promises (the child in the manger for 
one) and principally upon the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 
And there is the link between Christmas and Easter in a nutshell. No hope 
without Easter, no  Easter without Christmas. So, as we celebrate the birth 
of Christ, we celebrate the birth of hope too.  
 
Maybe our New Year’s resolutions needn’t be any more complicated than 
that: living hopefully day by day, turning to Christ as the “author and 
perfector” of that hope. The prayer and worship of the church day by day, 
week by week, and season by season is simply a tried and tested way to 
nurture and embody that same hope. 
 
Happy New Year! 

Peter Hayler, Rector 
 

 

On the third Sunday of the month in Plaxtol Church 

“Community@11” 
The next one is on Sunday 16th January at 11.00am 

Informal contemporary worship 
‘Break-out’ groups for all ages 

Refreshments beforehand from 10.30 



PLAXTOL WI  
Our Birthday Party on 2nd December was a great success. The evening 
started with glasses of sparkling pink wine and ended with a group of 
brilliant capella singers. Members are now looking forward to the events 
planned for the coming year.  
The first meeting of 2022 will be on Thursday 6th January at 7.45pm. 
Refreshments will be followed by a talk by the art historian, Tim Mooney, 
who will bring The Bayeux Tapestry to life for us. Details about this and all 
the other events and visits planned for the new year will be found in our 
monthly newsletter.                
                                                                    Libby Cohen 
For membership enquiries please contact Carolyne Sullivan 810563 
 
PLAXOL MENS SOCIETY  
Our Christmas Social was held in Plaxtol Church on Monday 13th 
December. After socially spaced drinks Joan Owen presented the charity 
we are supporting this year:  Plaxtol Church Pastoral Team. 
Joan started by introducing the 6-strong team. She then thanked the 
Society for supporting the work for a second year. Some of this moneys 
would go towards supplying Christmas Hampers. 
The Pastoral Team was started in 2012 by our Pastoral Assistant Carol 
Crossley. Up until Covid lockdown a wide range of activities had been 
arranged for the elderly and disabled of the village: 
x Coffee Cake and Company monthly in church, as well as afternoon 

teas 
x a wide range of outings including to Lavender Farm Eynsford, Blue Bell 

drive, Theatre show, Steam Train, Tudeley Church, Ightham Mote 
x Kingfisher River Cruise up the Medway 
The team also offered car “taxi” service to medical appointments 
A major highlight was always a visit to Plaxtol School where the Reception 
class had entertained members. 
Joan showed videos of 2 members describing how much they had 
benefited from the interest and companionship of the group. 
Covid had presented a considerable challenge. Undeterred, the group had 
arranged to ring members regularly for extended chats. This year it had 
been possible to reinstitute the annual Christmas party complete with 
Santa.  
One member had commented that those who had experienced WW2 were 
able to put the relatively minor inconvenience of Covid into perspective. 
Tom Hogg our President thanked Joan warmly for such a stimulating 
presentation.  
Our January meeting will be held on Monday 10th January. Our speaker 
will be local historian Nigel Trippett, his topic will be “From Victory to 
Vanguard” – British Navy 1850-1950. 

Peter Brewin, Sec 



Queen’s Platinum Jubilee  
Parish Celebration Weekend  

We are beginning to make plans for celebrating 
our monarch’s 70 years on the throne. 
For now, please make a note of the dates and 
events below. We hope to make this a glorious 
family weekend.   
For further information or if you can help with any of these 
events, please contact: gill.french@ymail.com 

 
Time Event Venue 

Thur, June 2nd: 01:00 Proclamation Church 
Thur, June 2nd: Evening Lighting of Beacon tbc 

Fri, June 3rd: 18:00 Barn Dance Memorial Hall/Plaxtol School 
Sat, June 4th: tbc Plaxtol Church Fete tbc 
Sat, June 4th: evening Hog Roast Papermakers Arms 

Sun, June 5th: 12:00 Big Jubilee Lunch Plaxtol School 
Sun, June 5th: 15:00 WI Vintage Tea Memorial Hall/Plaxtol School 

 
 

A date for your diary!! 
CHICAGO BRIDGE TEA 

In aid of: 
ellenor hospice 

Thursday 3rd March 2022 
At St Mary’s Platt Memorial Hall 

Doors open 1-15pm for a 1-45pm start 
Ending for prize-giving at 4pm (playing 16 boards) 

£50 per table to include delicious tea and prizes 
To reserve your table and for an application form please contact: 

Wendy Turner 01732 885036 
Please bring cards, cloths and pencils.        Tables provided 

 



JANUARY AT SHIPBOURNE FARMERS’ MARKET 
A New Year’s Resolution to keep through the year 

BUY LOCAL 
x You’ll eat more healthily (it is fresh) 
x Food will taste better (it is fresh) 
x You’ll save money by shopping with the seasons 
x You will be supporting small local producers  
x You are helping to sustain the local economy 
x You are reducing food miles 

 
Change,  Change, and Change 
2019 was one of our best years for footfall for many years. 
2020 was the year of ‘on-line, drive thru’ shopping 
2021 we returned to our old haunts, though with a 25% reduction in footfall 
 
We have also had to sustain quite a few changes as some of our stallholders have 
changed their business models and moved on to ‘pastures new’. However, we 
would like to take this opportunity for thanking all of you who continued to support 
all our producers, new and old.  
As I write this we are still uncertain as to how the new Covid variant will affect us;  
however we are planning to re-open the market on the 20thh of January. 
After the excesses of Christmas period it’s time to enjoy simpler seasonal dishes. 
The brassica family neatly fits the bill. Kale, Savoy cabbage, sprouts and spring 
greens are all full of flavour now. Don’t boil them to death !! . Quite the opposite, 
as they work perfectly in stir fries, hearty soups and curries, or just serve them 
simply shredded and steamed tossed with a little seasoning and a dash of cold 
pressed rapeseed oil. Main crop potatoes, Jerusalem artichokes, parsnips, celeriac, 
swede and turnips provide the starch that keeps us going in the cold so mash them 
together, season well and serve with slow cooked meat dishes.  
Fish fits perfectly into a healthier diet. Lemon sole, halibut, skate and turbot are all 
good now when the seas are cold  – try them simply cooked on a griddle with a 
little oil to prevent sticking and finish with a squeeze of lemon juice.  Venison is 
plentiful and, with its lean flesh and high mineral content, is marvellous for those 
watching waistlines. The feathered game season comes to a close around the end of 
the month so now is a good time to use wild duck or pheasant in a casserole or pie. 
If one of your resolutions is to reduce your intake of alcohol try Roughway Farm’s 
Apple and Raspberry juice (it reminds you of summer) or Apple and Cinnamon (to 
remind you of Christmas)  
We produce an email newsletter every week informing you as to what can be 
purchased at the market, if you would like a copy go to www.shipbournefm.co.uk, 
click on ‘Reminders’ and you can then add your email address. 

 Bob Taylor



FARMERS’ MARKET: a recipe 
Baked sea bass with potatoes, peppers and preserved lemons 
This is a simple and quick  method of cooking any fish as it’s incredibly simple and 
quick. It works with either fillets or whole fish and all you need is a salad or 
steamed green veg such as broccoli for a healthy meal 
Serves 2       Prep 10 minutes       Cook 40 minutes 
Ingredients:- 

x 300g waxy potatoes, scrubbed and thinly sliced 
x 1 red pepper, seeded and sliced 
x 1 preserved lemon, roughly chopped 
x 1 large clove garlic, finely chopped 
x 3 fresh bay leaves, torn in half 
x 2 sea bass fillets (about 150 – 200g each), skin left on 
x 2 tbsp extra virgin olive oil 

 
1. Preheat the oven to 200C gas mark 6.  

 
2. Put the potatoes, pepper, lemon, garlic and bay leaves in a bowl with half 

the olive oil and seasoning and toss together to combine. Spread over the 
base of a roasting pan or baking dish that will fit the fish fillets neatly. 
Bake in the oven for 25 – 30 minutes until nearly tender and starting to 
brown at the edges. 
 
 

3. Remove from the oven and turn the potatoes carefully to bring any 
unbrowned bits to the surface. Arrange the fish fillets on the top, skin side 
up. Drizzle with the remaining oil and return to the oven for 10 -12 
minutes until the fish is cooked through. Serve on warmed plates with a 
green salad and a glass of chilled white wine. 

 
Menu by Mary Gwynn who is a local author and food writer. She writes regularly 
for Waitrose Weekend newspaper and has published several cookery books, 
including The WI Cookbook: The First 100 Years and The Busy Mum’s Cookbook. 
 
 

COPY DATE FOR FEBRUARY HERALD IS 10th January 
 

Please send anything for inclusion in the Plaxtol Herald to the Editor Peter 
Crossley at crossley.wellington@outlook.com (810801) AND to the Deputy 

Editor Peter Brewin at: pbrewin@gmail.com (810361) 
Anything received after that date may be held over until the Mar edition.  



 
Tonbridge and Malling Ramblers 

  
 

Our friendly group is one of 13 Ramblers groups  
in Kent and part of the national Ramblers walking organisation.  
 
On our Sunday morning and mid-week morning walks we explore the 
beautiful countryside within Tonbridge & Malling and surrounding areas.  
 
Our group walks are mostly circular with a moderate pace over 5-6 miles. 
You don’t have to be a Ramblers member to try out a couple of walks with 
us, to help you decide if you’d like to join.                  
                                                                                                                        
                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Caring for our footpaths 
Ramblers volunteers help to ensure that public footpaths within the 
Tonbridge & Malling area are readily accessible to all walkers. 
 
 We have footpath observers in each parish to check paths and report 
issues such as broken stiles and gates; broken or missing footpath signs; 
fallen trees and other obstructions.  
We always welcome help with this so, if you are out walking and encounter 
a problem, please do raise an alert.  
 
You can do this on the Kent County Council website (search ‘KCC public 
rights of way’) or you can email details (with photo and path 
number/location) to info@tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk.  
 
We’ll also be pleased to hear from you if you’d be interested in joining our 
footpath volunteers to help observe or maintain local footpaths. 
 

Advance booking is not required; you can just turn up on the day. 
However, if you are new to our walks, it’s a good idea to contact the walk 
leader beforehand to check that their walk will suit you. 
  
To find the dates, locations and start details for our Walks, see: 
www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk. 
  
 

 



 
CLIMATE CHANGE IS HAPPENING 

 
Pat Crawford provides the RURAL FOCUS PRESS GROUP COMMENT 

AND ADVICE COLUMN 
Last year was pretty grim; Covid topped the global agenda, nevertheless, 
COP26 was well attended and significant promises were made.  As always, 
actions speak louder than words.  We’ll see…….. 
 
Last October the EU invested £2m into a project led by two Dutch firms to 
develop cultivated beef in order to address the impact the meat industry has 
on climate change.   
The process, simply explained, is produced by cultivating cells which are 
taken from a live animal (unharmed in the process) and placed in a 
‘cultivator’ where they are fed nutrients that result in the cells dividing and 
multiplying.   
The texture of the cultivated meat is said to be similar to that of mince; the 
Good Food Institute states: “This production method eliminates the need to 
raise and farm animals for food.  
Cultivated meat is made of the same cell types arranged in the same or 
similar structure as animal tissues, thus replicating the sensory and 
nutritional profiles of conventional meat.” 
 
Most strategies to tackle Climate Change have some unwanted 
consequences.   
Here in the UK – which practises some of the highest animal husbandry 
standards in the world - we benefit from seeing farm livestock enjoying life 
in fields; in vitro production could lead to empty fields.  
Furthermore, a study undertaken by the Oxford Martin School states: 
artificially-grown beef could generate longer-lasting and more damaging 
greenhouse gases than rearing cattle normally.   
The issues involved are very divisive - meanwhile it seems to be yet 
another case of ‘watch this space’.   
 
Better news: The Economist reports that “More than 350 large-scale 
hydrogen projects have been announced globally — and they are expected 
to receive $500 billion in public and private funding through 2030”.  Some 
companies in steel manufacturing and aviation are reported to have built 
hydrogen into their energy-transition plans already. 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

S. M. GOULD 
Horticultural & Forestry Contractor 

 
Seasoned Firewood – available all year round 

 
8 ton Digger or 2.5 ton Digger  
available for all ground works 

Paddock mowing - rolling - harrowing 
 

Grange Hill Wood Yard,  
Grange Hill, Plaxtol, Kent, TN15 0RG 

 
Tel: (01732) 811060 or 07702 475 321 

Email: logsdirectsevenoaks@hotmail.co.uk 
Website: www.logsdirectsevenoaks.co.uk 

 

 



FROM TOM TUGENDHAT, MBE, MP 
 
After many years of campaigning, Tony Hudgell will change the law.  He 
may have started off in the worst circumstances possible, abused by his 
birth parents, but he has now achieved something that few will ever do - he 
has changed the law.  Tony’s Law will defend others, as he should have 
been defended himself.  
 
When Tony was a very young infant he was brutally abused by his birth 
parents which left him with life changing injuries.  For this cruel treatment 
his parents were only sentenced to 10 years in prison, because Tony was 
not able to speak to defend himself in court so he couldn’t say who had 
struck him. 
 
Under the new law Tony’s parents would have been sentenced for longer, 
up to 14 years for their crimes.  This change brings the sentence for 
abusing a child into line with that of an adult.  This change to the law 
doesn’t stop there, it will also mean that if anyone causes, or allows the 
death of a child or vulnerable adult they will face up to life in prison.  
 
 I am so proud to have been able to work with Tony and his real parents, 
Paula and Mark, to make this possible. 
 
I have been in awe of Tony’s determination since I first met him many years 
ago, from him incredible fundraising efforts, where he raised over £1 million, 
to his eagerness to make sure others have a better start in life than he did, 
Tony really is a role model to us all. 
 
Tony's Law will be coming into force very soon and I am enormously 
grateful to everyone in Government who has made this happen.  This goes 
a long way to not just support young children here in Tonbridge and Malling, 
but this will improve the lives of children across the whole of the UK. 
 
 
2021 ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 
Thank you to everyone who supported the Poppy Appeal this year, 
including our wonderful collectors and our generous donors.  Plaxtol, 
Shipbourne, Hadlow and Golden Green raised over £6600 to help the RBL 
continue its important work supporting veterans and their families.  More 
information about what the RBL do at https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-
support/who-we-help. 

Sean Waddingham, Poppy Appeal Organiser, Hadlow District 



BORE PLACE – Home of the Commonwork Trust 
 
To kick off 2022, Bore Place will be hosting a series of Astronomy events. 
We’re lucky to be located out in nature with minimal light pollution;  come 
and take advantage of our crystal clear skies for some superior stargazing. 
 
How To Use Your Telescope Workshop: 
Friday 14th January 6:30pm - 8:30pm 
Did you get a new telescope for Christmas?  Perhaps a lockdown project? 
Dusting off an antique 'scope from the attic?  Come and chat with the 
experts on how to set up, care for and get the best views from your 
equipment. 
 
Shooting the Stars: Astrophotography for Beginners: 
Sunday 6th February 5:00pm - 7:00pm 
We are delighted to be welcoming astrophotographer Jeremy Phillips to 
Bore Place.  He will be delivering a talk aimed at anyone who is interested 
in discovering how images of the night sky’s most wonderful objects can be 
captured, or just wants to take a virtual journey through space via his 
stunning photographs. 
 
Astronomy Evening: The Moon: 
Friday 11th March 6:30pm - 8:30pm 
Join the Edenbridge and District Astronomers to explore the craters and 
mountains on the Moon.  Fingers crossed for a clear night so you can look 
through powerful telescopes to see the Moon in a whole new way.  Learn 
about humanity’s journeys there, historically with Apollo and, in future, with 
Artemis. 

For more information and to book tickets: 
contact us on hello@boreplace.org or 01732 463255. 

or please visit: www.boreplace.org 
 
WEATHER REPORT - NOVEMBER 
November 2021 weather, the average day temp. was 14.20c, the average 
night temp. was 4.20c, the highest day was Tuesday 9th with 19.50c, the 
lowest night was Tuesday 2nd with -1.50c, the total rainfall was 15.5mm with 
an average over the last 30 years of 89.93mm, the highest month was 
November 09 with 237mm and the lowest month was this year with 
15.5mm, it only rained on 7 separate days this month.  

Merry Christmas to all, Lionel Stielow. 



NOTES FROM PLAXTOL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 
06/12/2021 
 
Present: Cllrs P Thomas (Chair), D Beynon, M Brewin, M Carboni, 
G French, M Hiddleston, S Knights, T Rolls; L Thomas (Clerk); Boro Cllr 
W Palmer 
 
Apologies: Boro Cllrs T Shaw, M Taylor 
 
Matters raised by the public / Borough Councillors 
Boro Cllr Palmer advised that Shipbourne Parish Council had formulated an 
objection to the Local Government Boundary Commission for England’s 
(LGBCE) proposal to place Plaxtol and Shipbourne parishes with Hadlow. 
The Chair advised that he had been working in collaboration with 
Shipbourne on Plaxtol Parish Council’s own response to the Commission, 
supporting Shipbourne’s proposal to include Offham parish within the 
current ward. Cllr Palmer advised that as a member of the Borough 
Council’s General Purposes Committee she would support the proposal 
which would be submitted to that Committee at the same time as the 
Borough Council’s own warding proposals.  
 
With regard to the Local Plan, Boro Cllr Palmer advised that the Council 
was intending to complete the review of the call for sites before the end of 
the year, with Regulation 18 consultation in the spring. She confirmed that 
the failure of the Local Plan had resulted in a 21% increase in housing for 
the area, but that it was anticipated that this increase could be identified 
within the previous call for sites exercise. 
 
Boro Cllr Palmer advised that a proposed increase in the brown bin 
subscription had been rejected. 
 
Declarations of interest 
In the interests of transparency, Cllr Carboni declared an interest in 
planning application TM/21/02939/TNCA, a neighbouring property. There is 
no DPI or Other Significant Interest in this case. 
In the interests of transparency, Cllr French declared an interest in planning 
application TM/21/02805/TNCA, a neighbouring property. There is no DPI 
or Other Significant Interest in this case. 
In the interests of transparency, Cllr Knights declared an interest in planning 
application TM/21/03126/FL, a neighbouring property. There is no DPI or 
Other Significant Interest in this case. 

. 



 
Council Matters 
The Chair reported that Cllr Hiddleston had submitted his resignation wef 7 
December 2021. The Chair and Councillors thanked Cllr Hiddleston for his 
contribution to the work of the Council during his term of office. 
It was confirmed that the meeting date for January 2022 had been moved to 
Tuesday, 4 January. 
The Chair advised that Cllr Rolls would be joining the Planning Group for 
the time being. 
 
Payments & Finance 
I) Budget 2022-2023. Councillors received a draft budget for consideration. 
Attention was drawn to the projected underspend on the Highways & 
Transport budget due to the changed plans to deal with parking issues and 
to the projected overspend on the Amenity Maintenance budget due to the 
increased spending approved by Council in August.  
It was noted that there had been a delay in the completion of the street light 
replacement programme due to an issue with supply, although it was hoped 
that this would still go ahead in-year.  
Councillors were also advised of a request from the Memorial Hall for 
assistance with EV charging points, if approved by KCC. Councillors 
approved an allocation of £2k.  
Other possible additional costs for 2021-22 included funding for the 
community cricket nets.  
It was noted that since the draft budget was prepared the allocation to the 
Energy budget for 2022-23 had been adjusted due to a 33% increase in 
Eon’s electricity prices, which would also impact negatively on the current 
year’s budget outturn.  
Projects for the coming year included improving play equipment at the 
Spoute Recreation Ground and funding for environmental initiatives.  
Councillors were also advised that the current General Accountability 
Guide’s guidance with regard to council reserves recommended a reserve 
between 25%-100% of budget with smaller councils closer to the upper end 
of the range. The Internal Auditor had agreed an increased reserve of 50%-
70% of budget would be appropriate. Councillors approved this increase. 
In view of the current financial climate, a 0% increase in precept was being 
recommended to Council for 2022-23. The tax base figure confirmed by 
TMBC indicated that a 0% increase resulted in a 0.4% real terms decrease 
(£0.33 per annum on a Band D property). A revised draft budget would be 
circulated and Councillors were requested to forward their observations as 
soon as practicable for an updated draft to be prepared for approval at the 
January meeting.  

/cont’d . . 



(ii) Cllr Beynon advised that there was a shortfall of c£6.6k (£5.5k ex VAT) 
in funds raised for the community cricket nets project, specifically in relation 
to groundworks. County Cllr Rayner had pledged a grant of £1.5k to the 
Parish Council for the groundworks. Councillors agreed that the Council 
would be prepared to undertake the groundworks subject to the receipt of a 
formal quotation from the supplier confirming the projected amount.   
 
(iii) Councillors received a request for funding from the Hospice in the 
Weald. A section 137 donation of £250 was approved. 
 
(iv) A financial statement and bank reconciliation was distributed to 
members.  
The following payments were approved:              £ 
Signs Scott Ltd: no parking signs 394.80 
UTECH Solutions: IT support 36.00 
TW Counselling Centre: donation 100.00 
West Kent Mediation: donation 100.00 
Clerk salary & re-imbursements 713.14 
PWLB: car park loan 2nd instalment 1,013.11 
Eon Energy: street lighting November 2021 65.38 
Bank Service Charges 18.00 
 
Planning 
Cllr Carboni recommended that, given the uncertainty around the 
development of the Local Plan and the Parish Council’s mixed experience 
with housing needs surveys of the kind offered by ACRK, action on the 
housing survey should be deferred till October 2022 when progress on the 
Local Plan would be clearer. Councillors agreed the recommendation. 
 
Planning applications 
Parish Council decisions 
Councillors noted that responses in respect of the following had been made 
to TMBC since the November meeting: 
Caterways Cottage, Old Soar Road  
Erection of a detached Oak framed garage. No objection. 
The Cottage, The Street  
Works to remove a Copper Beech. The Tree Warden reported that the tree 
had grown too large for its situation and was too close to the neighbouring 
property, with the potential to cause damage. A reduction in size would alter 
the aspect and was unlikely to address the issues raised by the size and 
location of the tree. No objection. 



Kirby Cottage, The Street   
Lawful Development Certificate Proposed: use an existing outbuilding within 
the curtilage of Kirby Cottage as a personal training studio. No objection. 
Little Damas, Yopps Green  
Demolition of existing garage and shed and replacement oak framed triple 
garage and new driveway. Installation of 9m X 4.5m outdoor swimming 
pool, electric gates and rag stone wall.  The Parish Council had no 
objection in principle to the application, but requested that the Planning 
Officer take into consideration the neighbours' concerns regarding 
protection of the trees. 
Mankash, Tree Lane 
Two storey rear extension incorporating two side dormer windows and first 
floor Juliet balcony. Conversion of integral garage with addition of a bay 
window to side. New entrance porch. No objection. 
 
Cllr Brewin advised that the following applications had been received too 
close to the meeting date for a view to be formulated. Councillors would be 
advised of recommended responses during the coming week for return to 
TMBC by the relevant response dates: 
 
Hatchets, Grange Hill   
Demolition of existing utility building, alterations and erection of a single 
storey extension.  
Little Mount, The Street  
Goat Willow to section fell to ground level and grind stump, replanting with a 
slow growing species, revision to previously approved 21/02432/TNCA.  
Periwick Place, The Street   
T1 Remove diseased Horse Chestnut and T2 Alder to reduce by 30%.  
Reed House, The Street  
Permission in principle for 1 dwelling.  
20 St Hilda’s, Plaxtol   
Single storey side extension and two storey rear extension. New front 
porch.  
Summer Court, School Lane 
Reduce Oak by 1-2 metres to maintain size in relation to surroundings.  
Weavers Cottage, Sheet Hill   
Full and partial demolition of three outbuildings and erection of single storey 
oak framed freestanding incidental outbuilding for home gym and home 
office use.  
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TMBC decisions 
Bartons Farm, Yopps Green  
Ash Tree (T1) to fell to ground and replant with native tree. No objection. 
Parish Council had not objected to this application. 
Newlands, The Street 
Two new first floor windows to the side elevation. Granted permission. 
Parish Council had not objected to this application. 
The Cottage, The Street TM/21/02805/TNCA  
Works to remove a Copper Beech. No objection. Parish Council had not 
objected to this application. 
 
Meeting Feedback 
KALC AGM, 13.11.21. Cllr Thomas had attended this virtual meeting. He 
advised that the AGM is primarily a business meeting, including election of 
officers and presentation of accounts. There had been a topical 
presentation at the start of the meeting by the Centre for Sustainable 
Energy; a motion from Deal Town Council to campaign for the registration 
and regulation of Airbnb was accepted. 
 
Young People 
Cllr Rolls advised that there had been a disappointing response to the 
survey on extra provision at the Spoute Recreation Ground and additional 
youth facilities and that the data was inconclusive. It was agreed that the 
views of young people would be sought by their peers via face to face 
contact at events planned for 2022. Councillors thanked the young 
parishioner who had first brought these issues to the attention of the 
Council. The Chair will write to thank him personally. 
 
Communications 
Cllr Beynon advised that the Council’s Facebook page had been set up and 
invited Councillors to visit the page and give feedback. 
 
Community Affairs 
The Chair confirmed that Cllr Bate from Shipbourne Parish Council had 
drafted a response to the LGBCE consultation objecting to the proposed 
Bourne ward which placed Shipbourne and Plaxtol in an unworkable 
relationship with Hadlow.  
He thanked Cllr Bate for her hard work, especially on electoral numbers and 
variances. Councillors received a draft response to the LGBCE from the 
Chair which also objected to the LGBCE’s proposals and which supported 
Shipbourne’s response and proposal that the current warding arrangements 
of Borough Green & Long Mill could remain viable with the addition of 
Offham parish.  . 



Both Shipbourne and Plaxtol’s responses to the consultation had been 
forwarded to the Leader of the Borough Council prior to the consideration of 
the Borough Council’s own submission by General Purposes Committee on 
7 December.  It was hoped that both parishes’ objections would be 
considered by that committee. Councillors approved the draft response, 
which will be forwarded to the LGBCE. 
 
Recreation Grounds 
Cllr Knights confirmed that five access gates from gardens into the Spoute 
Recreation Ground had been identified. This created an issue for the 
Council regarding its need to ensure the integrity of the ground and be able 
to close it if necessary. There was also an issue regarding the possible 
establishing of rights of way if the situation was not addressed. Cllr Knights 
will investigate the possibility of licensing access. 
Cllr Knights advised that a further quotation for replacement fencing at the 
Spoute Recreation Ground had been received from Landscape Service, 
£2,857. Whilst this was a competitive quote, the details were inaccurate; 
Cllr Knights would resolve this with the supplier. A further quote was in the 
pipeline, which she would also pursue. 
 
Highways & Transport 
Cllr Carboni advised that, whilst drivers appeared to be observing the no 
parking signs in The Street, the outcome had been to move the parking 
further down the highway, blocking residences. A further no parking sign 
had been commissioned to extend the restricted zone. Cllrs Beynon and 
Carboni had approved expenditure for the sign, £123. 
 
Any Other Business 
Cllr Knights advised that the refurbishment of the wooden signposts was 
scheduled for 13 December. 
 
Date of Next Meeting: 
Tuesday 4 January 2022 at 8 pm 
 

PLAXTOL NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH – JANUARY 2022 
SHIPBOURNE:  Stumble Hill:  During the early evening of 26th November. 
Somebody tried to steal a vehicle from the road.  They caused some 
damage to the vehicle. 
SHIPBOURNE:  Dunks Green Road:   Overnight on 27th / 28th November.  
Somebody tried to steal a Ford from the road.  They damaged the door 
locks.  They do not appear to have taken anything. 
SHIPBOURNE:  Stumble Hill:  During the evening of 7th December.  
Somebody tried to break into a vehicle parked in the road. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

East Peckham Osteopaths 
Anthony Picknett and Louise James 

 

Children’s clinic, sports injuries and all muscle and joint problems  

23 Old Road, East Peckham. TN12 5AR   Tel: 01622 873481 
 

 

PLAXTOL MEMORIAL HALL 
Available for club meetings, children’s parties 

private functions, wedding receptions 
For bookings: ring Lizzie Hill on 811478 

or email:  nevishill@googlemail.com 
 

 

 

KEMSING WATER SOFTENERS 
Ten Year Guarantee 

Drinking Water Systems 
‘Exchange’ Softeners - Free Fitting 

‘Harveys’ block salt, Tablets and Granules 
Free comprehensive survey and after sales service 

01732 760471 
www.kemsingsofteners.co.uk 

 

 

  

 

Internal Alterations and 
Refurbishments 

Extensions, Conversions, 
Bathrooms 

Replacement Kitchens 
Tel – 01732 884036 

www.joseph-pcl.com 
 

     Mobiles – 07884 490664 
        or 07831 204113 

Website – www.joseph-pcl.com 
 



 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                          Visit us in the shop to browse our pottery selection or buy  
                                          takeaway kits to enjoy at home.  Perfect for a gift, a family  
                                          experience, or to discover a new hobby! 
 
                                          Or check out our selection of workshops to craft your own  
                                          pottery or join us for a cheeky glass of Prosecco while you  
                                          paint! 
 
                                          To make enquiries or book a session: 
                                          Email: hello@potterarti.co.uk       or call: 01732 753416 
 

 



      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE AERIAL MAN 
Family run business – Welcome to the Digital Age 

BT VISION ~ AERIAL INSTALLATION 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE ~ SPECIAL RATES FOR OAP’S 

         PLAXTOL 
              01732 883542 

 

 

 

 

 

EMMA PEACOCK 
BSc  MChS  SRCh 

 
HCPC Registered 

Chiropodist/Podiatrist 
Specialising in providing a 
comprehensive foot health 
care service – including the 
treatment of corns, calluses, 
verrucae, ingrown toenails 

and nail surgery 
 

South Park Medical 
Services 

South Park 
Sevenoaks, Kent 

TN13 1ED 
 

01732 742529 

  



 



 

 
 
 



 


