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PLAXTOL PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of meeting held in Plaxtol Memorial Hall on 3 May 2022 at 8.15pm 
 
Present: Cllrs D Beynon (Chair), M Brewin, M Crane, G French, S Knights, T Rolls, P Thomas, 

M Wood; L Thomas (Clerk); Kent County Cllr H Rayner; 18 members of the public  
 
Apologies: Cllr M Carboni; Boro Cllrs W Palmer, T Shaw, M Taylor 
  
 

1. Matters raised by the public / Borough Councillors 
County Cllr Rayner reported that the booking system at household waste sites 
was continuing, with the addition of a new facility at Allington.  He advised that 
he had been re-elected as the KCC representative at KALC and at Kent Downs 
AONB. He would also be taking over as the Chair of the Joint Transportation 
Board. Cllr Rayner reported that there had been a large number of responses to 
the recent bus consultation and that the representation from west Kent had 
been strong. He confirmed that the impact of the TV coverage organised by a 
Plaxtol resident had made an excellent impact and that the resident was to be 
congratulated. Cllr Rayner also advised that the Stangate solar farm proposal 
was the subject of ongoing discussion and that the Kent Plan Bee project had 
launched ‘no mow May’. 
Boro Cllr Piers Montague, current Councillor for Mereworth, was present to 
introduce himself as a prospective candidate for the future Bourne Ward and to 
observe the Council meeting. The Chair welcomed Cllr Montague to the 
meeting. 
17 members of the public were present to express their objection to planning 
application TM/22/00543/FL, Dux Farm buildings. Matters of concern raised 
included: 

- inappropriate development in the Green Belt with no justifying very 
special circumstances; 

- failure to respect AONB protections; 
- inaccurate assumption that the land could be defined as previously 

developed; 
- greater impact on the landscape of the proposed buildings compared 

with the existing agricultural buildings; 
- development out of character with the surrounding area in terms of 

historical context, siting, layout and design;  
- overdevelopment of the site; 
- backland development, contrary to linear development of the area; 
- light pollution; 
- increased volume of traffic on unsuitable roads; 
- inappropriate commercial development for the area with poor transport 

links. 
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A request from residents for call-in to Area 2 Planning Committee by the 
Borough Councillors had been confirmed. 
The Chair thanked the members of the public for their input. 
 

2. Declarations of interest 
None. 
 

 

3. Minutes of last meeting 
The minutes of the meeting of 4 April 2022 were approved and signed by the 
Chair. 
 

 

4. Planning 
The Chair moved this item up the agenda for the benefit of the members of the 
public present. 
(i) Planning applications.  
Parish Council decisions 
Councillors considered the following applications: 
Dux Farm Buildings, Dux Lane TM/22/00543/FL  
demolition of existing commercial buildings and open-sided agricultural building and 
mixed-use redevelopment of the site, comprising a single store detached office building 
(Use Class E) and 4 no. detached 2-storey dwellings with associated curtilages, parking 
and access. Cllr Brewin noted that there were 29 letters of objection on TMBC’s website 
and he thanked parishioners for their thoughtful input. After some discussion 
Councillors agreed to object to the proposal on the following grounds: 

- inappropriate development detrimental to the openness of the Green Belt 
contrary to NPPF policies; 

- the contested claim that the land was previously developed as opposed to 
agricultural; 

- failure to enhance or conserve with consequent harm to the AONB; 
- the impact of buildings with higher ridge heights than the current agricultural 

buildings; 
- overdevelopment disproportionate in terms of siting, layout, density and design 

and out of character with prevailing settlement, ignoring its historic context; 
- significant light pollution; 
- inappropriate commercial development with poor transport links; 
- increased traffic volume; 
- backland development, contrary to existing policies; 
- failure to demonstrate protection or enhancement of biodiversity; 
- risk of land contamination. 

Councillors agreed to endorse the request for Borough Councillors to call-in the 
application to Area 2 Planning Committee should the Planning Officer be minded to 
approve it. (The full Parish Council response can be seen at tmbc.gov.uk/online-
applications.) 
Mead House, Roughway Lane TM/22/00562/RD  
Details of condition 3 (Landscaping) pursuant to planning permission TM/19/01599/FL 
Replacement dwelling with external in-ground swimming pool and outbuilding/shed; 
amendment to replacement dwelling approved under reference TM/18/02686/FL. No 
objection. 
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Councillors noted that responses in respect of the following had been made to 
TMBC since the 4 April meeting: 
Mankash, Tree Lane TM/22/00777/TNCA  
Two Sweet Chestnuts in the middle of the rear garden to lift the crown by 5 to 6 metres 
due to loss of sunlight. Laurel on rear boundary to reduce in height by 50% and trim to 
shape due to size. Plum on rear boundary trim to shape due to it declining. The Tree 
Warden had reported that the sweet chestnuts were large for their situation and had 
deadwood which required attention; the laurels were overgrown and unruly; the plum 
was in decline. No objection. 
Mead House, Roughway Lane TM/22/00598/FL  
Provision of an alternative outbuilding to that approved under TM/19/01599/FL, as well 
as the addition of a new outbuilding adjacent to the permitted swimming pool. No 
objection. 
TMBC decisions 
The Former Rectory, The Street TM/21/03326/FL  
Replace existing single glazed windows with new double glazed windows in matching 
style. New external basement door to replace former window. New stair from 
basement up to garden level. Granted permission. Parish Council had not objected to 
this application. 
Laburnum Cottage, Long Mill Lane TM/22/00259/FL 
Extensions to front, side and rear and alteration to existing dwelling.  Granted 
permission. Parish Council had not objected to this application. 
(ii) TMBC Area Committee Review. Councillors discussed the proposal by TMBC 
to reduce its 3 Area Committees to a single Committee. Councillors expressed 
concern that such a move would: 

- result in fewer items being called-in for consideration;  
- move decisions further away from the community; 
- remove local knowledge;  
- require the process for calling-in to be safeguarded so it remained 

effective. 
It was agreed that Cllrs Beynon and Brewin would respond to a request for 
comments from Boro Cllr Taylor expressing the Parish Council’s objections to 
the proposal. 
 

5. Matters arising from the minutes of 4 April 2022 
None. 
 

 

6. Council Matters 
(i) Casual vacancy. It was noted that the resignation of Cllr Thomas had been 
received, effective from 4 May 2022. The vacancy would be notified to TMBC in 
the first instance. 
(ii) Councillors noted that TMBC had considered the adoption of revised Kent 
Code of Conduct at its meeting on 27 April, but that the record of that meeting 
was still awaited. Councillors approved the Parish Council’s adoption of the 
revised Code once confirmation had been received that adoption had also been 
approved by TMBC. 
 

 

7. Correspondence 
A list of correspondence is at Appendix 1. 
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8. Payments/Finance 

(i) Councillors received a quotation from Landscape Services for replacement 
fencing and the installation of a new pedestrian gate at the Winnie Bowes 
Recreation Ground. It was agreed that a further two quotes would be sought. 
(ii) A financial statement and bank reconciliation was distributed to members. 
Councillors noted that the invoices from Npower for energy for the months of 
January, February and March had now been received. The costs for January, 
February and March had previously been estimated at £103.92 per month, 
against actual costs of £105.65, £89.44 and £94.18 respectively.  
The following receipts were noted:           £ 
 TMBC: precept 1st installment   26,492.50 
The following payments were approved:          £ 
 Clerk salary & re-imbursements April 2022       725.14 
 KALC: annual membership         561.91 
 J Riches: website hosting fee 2022-23       216.00 
 Cllr P Thomas: re-imbursement APM costs         55.81 
 Heart of Kent Hospice: donation        500.00 
 KALC: Cllr Brewin training           60.00  
  

 
 
Action: 
Clerk 
 

9. Meeting Feedback 
Parish Alliance, 22.4.22. Cllr Thomas had attended this meeting which was 
primarily to discuss KCC’s bus consultation and possible future subsidy schemes. 
Cllr Thomas confirmed that the Alliance was a valued relationship and would be 
continuing following the Ward reorganisation. 
 

 

10. Community Affairs 
Platinum Jubilee. It was reported that the preparations for the Jubilee long 
weekend celebrations were well under way and had been advertised in The 
Plaxtol Herald and on the community Facebook page. There had been no claims 
on the Council’s budget to date, but some were expected. The organisers were 
in need of offers of help each day for both setting up and clearing up. 
Councillors expressed their thanks to the contributing organisations and 
individual volunteers for their hard work to date. 
 

 

11. Recreation Grounds & Open Spaces 
Cllr Knights reported that: 

- all the allotments were let and being worked and that there was 
currently no waiting list; Fairlawne Estate had confirmed that they were 
willing to extend the lease for a further 5 year period; 

- the GML Orchard was currently underused; ideas for utilising the land 
more effectively would be welcomed; 

- some repairs to equipment were required at the Spoute and Winnie 
Bowes Recreation Grounds and would be put in train; 

- Councillors would be monitoring the revised grass cutting contract which 
had been modified to encourage pollinators and habitat. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action: 
Cllr 
Knights; 
Clerk 
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12. Highways & Transport 
Councillors considered a request from Thai Mobile Catering to trade on Plaxtol 
Lane on Wednesday evenings. It was noted that the company already traded in 
other areas of the Borough. Councillors agreed that there was no objection to 
the request provided the relevant permissions and licences had been obtained 
from KCC and TMBC. 
 

 

13. Any Other Business 
It was noted that there were difficulties in obtaining quotes for ‘odd jobs’ and 
that a maintenance contract might be a way forward; that road sweeping could 
be investigated, as suggested at the Annual Parish Meeting; that the carbon 
footprint report for the Parish had been acquired, to be considered at the June 
meeting. 
 

 

14. Date of Next Meeting: 
Monday 6 June 2022 at 8 pm 
 
 
The meeting closed at 10pm. 
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Appendix 1 
 
Correspondence List 3 May 2022 

 
KCC  
Engagement Team Kent Plan Bee: No mow May campaign 
TMBC  
Committee meetings papers May 
Community Safety Kent Police Neighbourhood Policing Review 
Street Scene, Leisure & Tech Services Waste weekly update briefings: 8.4.22 - 29.4.22 
Other  
CPRE Campaign update: 11.4 

 Countryside Voices, Spring 2022 

 Kent Countryside Voice, Spring-Summer 2022 
Hospice in the Weald Hospice News, Spring 2022 
KALC NALC Star Council Awards 2022 

 Training events 

 KALC News April 2022 

 KALC carbon footprint calculator updates 

 Men's Sheds: KALC Health & wellbeing conference 
Kent Wildlife Trust Newsletters: 13.4.22, 22.4.22 

 Wilder Kent, Spring 2022 
NALC CEO bulletins on national developments: 8.4.22 - 29.4.22 

 Newsletters: 6.4.22, 13.4.22 

 Make a Difference: Councillor recruitment campaign 

 NALC events 
National Allotment Society Amity allotment fund 

 Newsletter 27.4.22; digital magazine 
National CSSC messages Protect UK bulletin 
E-watch  Nos 1962 - 1969 
Consultations  
KALC KCC Strategic Statement Consultation 

  
  
  

 
 
  
 
 


