
 
 
 

THE PLAXTOL HERALD 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A Monthly Magazine for Plaxtol 
 
 

July 2022 
 
 
 



 



 



      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE AERIAL MAN 
Family run business – Welcome to the Digital Age 

BT VISION ~ AERIAL INSTALLATION 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE ~ SPECIAL RATES FOR OAP’S 

         PLAXTOL 
              01732 883542 

 

 

 

 

 

EMMA PEACOCK 
BSc     MRCPod 

 
HCPC Registered 

Chiropodist/Podiatrist 
Specialising in providing a 
comprehensive foot health 
care service – including the 
treatment of corns, calluses, 
verrucae, ingrown toenails 

and nail surgery 
 
South Park Medical Services 

South Park 
Sevenoaks, Kent 

TN13 1ED 
 

01732 742529 

 
 



 

 

    FAIRSEAT ESTATES LTD 
    Building & Development 
       -   New build 
       -   Extensions 
       -   Refurbishments 
       -   Planning 
         Call - James Beslee – 07961 395759 
395759   or email - jbeslee@yahoo.com 
 
 

treeservicesltd 
 

All aspects of private and commercial tree work 
undertaken by fully trained and well equipped staff 

 
Fully insured.  Free advice and Estimates 

 
Our services include:- 

Hazard evaluation (Health and Safety checks) 
Cutting back of trees and branches 

Crown reduction and thinning 
Dangerous trees made safe 

Logs and wood chip sold 
Stump removal 
Hedge cutting 

DUNCAN SIMPSON – 01732 810933 
duncan@treeservicesltd.co.uk 

www.treeservicesltd.co.uk 
 

 

 



 



 

Kevin Aiston 
Complete Building Service 

(Over 20 years experience with W O Durlings of Ightham) 
Roofing      Extensions 
Painting   Decorating  All Repairs 

Plastering     Conversions 
Free Estimates      -     Prompt Reliable Service 

Telephone  -  01732 883832  -  Anytime 
Email:  aiston04@aol.com  Mobile  -  07734 214334 

 

 

 
 

 

   IANHOLLOBON 
       HEATING AND PLUMBING 
 
Full Heating Design and Installation       Landlord Certificates and Servicing 

Water Softeners and Filters Free delivery of salt blocks 
Unvented Cylinders and Accumulators 

All Domestic Plumbing 
07887 726 275 hollobon@virginmedia.com 

 

 

         



 
 

PARISH DIARY:  JULY 2022 
 
 
EVERY SUNDAY:   the main morning service at Plaxtol is at 11.00am 
 
WEEKDAYS: Morning Prayer is normally said at Plaxtol Church at 8.30 am 
 
 
Saturday 
 
SUNDAY 
St Thomas 
the Apostle 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday 
 

 
2nd  
 
3rd  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4th  
 

 
 
 
8.00am 
9.30am 

 
Plaxtol School Fair 
 
Holy Communion at Plaxtol 
Parish Communion at Shipbourne 

11.00am Family Service with Communion at Plaxtol 
 
 
 
 
 
8.00pm 

Readings for principal service: 
     Habakkuk 2: 1-4 
     Ephesians 2: 19-end 
     John 20: 24-29 
 
Plaxtol Parish Council 

Thursday 
 

7th  
 
 

9-11am 
7.45pm 

Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne Church 
Plaxtol WI in Memorial Hall 
 

SUNDAY 
Trinity 4 

10th  8.00am Holy Communion at Shipbourne 
9.30am Matins at Shipbourne 
11.00 am 
 
 
 
 

Parish Communion at Plaxtol 
Readings for principal service: 
     Deuteronomy 30: 9-14 
     Colossians 1: 1-14 
     Luke 10: 25-37 

 
Thursday 
 

 

14th  
 
 

 
9-11am 
 

 
Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne Church 
 
 

SUNDAY 
Trinity 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17th  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8.00am Holy Communion at Plaxtol 
9.30am 
10.30am 

Parish Communion at Shipbourne 
Refreshments before ………… 

11.00am 
 
 
 
 

Community@11 at Plaxtol 
Readings for principal service: 
     Genesis 18: 1-10a 
     Colossians 1: 15-28 
     Luke 10: 38-end 
 

Thursday 
 

21st  
 

9-11 am Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne Church 
 

    



 
SUNDAY 
Trinity 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday 
 
 
SUNDAY 
Trinity 7 
 

 
24th  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
28th  
 
 
31st  

 
8.00 am 
9.30am 

 
Holy Communion at Shipbourne 
Family Service at Shipbourne 

11.00am 
 
 
 
 
 
9-11am 
 
 
8.00am 
9.30am 
11.00am 
6.00pm 
 
 
 

Parish Communion at Plaxtol 
Readings for principal service: 
     Genesis 18: 20-32 
     Colossians 2: 6-19 
     Luke 11: 1-13 
 
Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne Church 
 
 
Holy Communion at Plaxtol 
Holy Communion at Shipbourne 
Morning Worship at Plaxtol 
Benefice Choral Evensong at Shipbourne 
Readings for principal service: 
Ecclesiastes 1: 2, 12-14 
Colossians 3: 1-11 
Luke 12: 13-21 
 
 

 

For enquiries about baptisms, weddings, funerals, hospital and home visits, 
and Holy Communion at home please contact: 

Rector of Shipbourne with Plaxtol: 
Rev Dr Peter Hayler 

The Rectory, The Street, Plaxtol (opposite the Papermaker’s Arms) 
Telephone:  01732 811081.    Email:  rectorswp@gmail.com 

Normally he takes Friday as a day off except if there is an emergency 
 

 
 
 
 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING POLICIES 
Can be found using the following link: 

https://www.rochester.anglican.org/safeguarding/guidance-
safeguarding/guidance-policy-statements/ 

 

Safeguarding Officer for Plaxtol Church is Carol Crossley on 810801 
 

 
 
 

FROM THE REGISTERS 
Baptism: 
29th May – Louis John George Vitchev 
 

Funeral and Burial: 
8th June – Ronald Leslie (Dusty) Miller – 88 years 
 



 
 
 
Petertide  
The period around the end of June and the 
beginning of July is sometimes known as 
Petertide.  The red letter day at the heart of this is 
29th June, the Feast of St Peter and St Paul.  In the Orthodox tradition this 
is known as Holy Apostles, and is preceded by a fast, much like Lent, if not 
for quite as long. 

In many of the Dioceses of the Church of England, Petertide is the time for 
ordinations, when those who have offered, been accepted, and completed 
their training come before the bishop and the gathered church, in the 
cathedral, for prayer with the laying on of hands and anointing.  The 
candidates who have been Mr, Mrs or Ms suddenly become Rev and start 
to wear their collars back-to-front!  They embark on a new phase of life with 
a new identity and a new role within the church, the foundation of which is 
the public proclamation of the Gospel.  Donna and I shall be in Newcastle 
Cathedral this Petertide for the ordination of our second son, Nathanael. 
Please pray for him.  I will also be celebrating 30 years since I first started 
out ministry. 

Here in the Diocese of Rochester, our ordinations usually take place at a 
different time of year, being Michaelmas, which falls at the end of 
September. This year the service has been brought forward to 
accommodate the arrival and enthronement of our new Bishop of 
Rochester.  So, on Saturday 3rd September, at 11am, our Curate, Mark 
Packer, will be returning to the Cathedral to be ordained Priest.  Having 
completed his foundational year as a Deacon, he will be entrusted with the 
full sacramental ministry of the church. The following day Mark will 
celebrate the Eucharist (bless the bread and wine at Communion) in both 
our churches, and we plan to have a celebration ‘picnic-in-the-paddock’ 
afterwards.  Please pray for Mark and Susan as they approach this 
important transition. 

By the end of July, the school year will have finished too.  Please remember 
school leavers, particularly those finishing Year 6, as they prepare for an 
important transition to secondary education. 

Peter Hayler, Rector 

 



 
CHRISTAIN AID – 2022 
Thank you to those who contributed to our envelope collection this year in 
Plaxtol – we collected £470 including Gift Aid.  That does not take into 
account those of you who may have donated online – for which we thank 
you.           Carol Crossley 
 
 
PLAXTOL CHURCH FETE – 2022  
The annual church fete, usually held in July or August, this year took place 
on Saturday 4th June as part of the Queen’s Jubilee weekend – and what a 
fantastic afternoon it was – with Her Majesty being represented by Jacques 
Arnold DL, her Deputy Lieutenant for Kent, who visited us resplendent in full 
uniform. 
Despite a forecast to the contrary the weather remained dry and over two 
hundred and fifty parishioners and their guests came through the gates.  
Pimms was sipped, beers and wines were drunk and a delicious barbecue 
was enjoyed followed by the newly created Platinum Pudding.  Having 
visited the numerous well stocked stalls, raffle and tombola and enjoyed the 
oh-so-popular dog show, guests then tucked into wonderful homemade 
afternoon teas or became well acquainted with a spectacular choice of ice 
creams.  If you missed the event then you really did miss out on a great and 
very memorable afternoon.  Don’t miss out next year!! 
Our thanks go to so many people – too numerous to name – who helped 
with the planning, the logistics and the execution of the event, who gave 
their time so willingly, so freely and with such good grace – and finally, to all 
of you who came along that afternoon to support the event.  Without you 
our efforts would have counted for nothing.  Thank you not only for your 
financial generosity but also for your generosity of spirit that created such a 
memorable day and at which £2,900 was raised towards Church funds.   

Andrew Doughty & Peter Crossley, Plaxtol Parochial Church Council 
 
 
 

CHURCH FETE June 4th 
THANK YOU! 

 

While all the fantastic helpers will have been thanked, we must all thank 
Peter and Donna for the use of their lovely garden, for preparing it all so 
beautifully, and for contributing so much to the success of the day. 
 

Peter Brewin, Churchwarden, on behalf of the organisers and our PCC 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Some pictures 
from our 
Jubilee 

Weekend! 
 

Even the Queen 
Visited! 

 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The Jubilee 

Picnic lunch 

The Royal 
Highland 
Games 

 
 
 

WI Ritz 
Afternoon 

Tea 

 

 



 
RECIPE OF THE MONTH 

July 2022 
PINEAPPLE CHICKEN WITH SAFFRON RICE 

 
Summary: 
A delicious, typical Jamaican dish, using locally grown ingredients, 
fortunately they are all available here! 
Ingredients: 
1 medium jointed chicken  4tbs.fresh lime juice 
4 tbs. cooking oil   2 tbs. raisins 
2 tbs. rum    Dash tabasco 
2 large tomatoes   Small tsp. ground black pepper 
1 oz. butter    Soft breadcrumbs 
8-12 oz. saffron rice   1 or 2 peeled and sliced oranges. 
Half fresh pineapple peeled and cut into cubes 
Method: 
Rub the chicken pieces with salt and marinate in fresh lime juice for 1 hour. 
Heat oil and fry chicken quickly until browned.  Reduce heat and cook for a 
further 10 minutes.  Add raisins, rum, Tabasco and pulped tomatoes, 
season with salt and pepper and stir.  Cover and cook for further 15-20 
minutes over a low heat. 
While the chicken is cooking, melt butter, roll pineapple cubes in 
breadcrumbs and fry to a delicate brown in a separate pan.  Put the hot 
cooked saffron rice into a large dish and softly flatten it to form a bed.  Pile 
the chicken on to the rice and pour over the sauce.  Top with the pineapple 
cubes and garnish with the orange slices. 
Serve straight away – a delicious memory of the Caribbean! 
Source: “Caribbean cooking for pleasure” Mary Slater 1970.Edition. 

Sue Lamb 
 



     TONBRIDGE AND MALLING RAMBLERS 
          JULY GROUP WALKS 

Our friendly group is one of 13 Ramblers groups in Kent and part of the 
national Ramblers walking organisation.  We explore the beautiful 
countryside of Tonbridge and Malling and surrounding areas.  
You don’t have to be a Ramblers member to try out a couple of walks with 
us, to help you decide if you’d like to join.  Advance booking is not required; 
you can just turn up on the day.  If you are new to our walks, it’s a good 
idea to contact the walk leader beforehand to check that their walk will suit 
you.  Always check our website for latest details, including any late changes 
due to weather or other conditions.  
Walks usually start mid-morning.  There’s a short break half-way through 
the walk (bring refreshments) and we finish near a pub.  

For full details of our walks and walk leader contacts, see 
www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk or email 

info@tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk. 
 

 



PLAXTOL SCHOOL ASSOCIATION (PSA) 
We look forward this month to the School Summer Fair, do come along on 
2 July 11am - 2pm, everyone is welcome.  There will be a BBQ, bar, tea 
and cakes, tombola, stalls and lots of games for children and adults alike. 
Thank you to everyone who has supported the recent PSA fundraisers, 
including wildflower seeds and Platinum Jubilee tea towels. 
The PSA has a "Party Pack" of children's plates/bowls/cups/jugs available 
to hire for birthday parties etc. - contact Vicky Cheesman (07912 206921) to 
book. 
We're always looking for volunteers to help at PSA events, and with the 
running of the PSA, you don't need to be part of the School to get involved. 

Contact us if you can offer any help: 
plaxtolschoolpsa1@gmail.com 

https://www.plaxtol.kent.sch.uk/psa/ 
 
 

CLEANER AVAILABLE 
 

To clean your house on a regular weekly basis in your area.  References 
available from long-term clients in the village. 

Please call Liz on 07494 369168 after 6.00pm or send a text anytime 
 

 
EVENTS THAT BORE PLACE 

IS HOSTING IN JULY 
Here is a rundown of our events, 
which can be booked online at: 
www.boreplace.org/whatson: 

Wildlife Gardening Club: 
Camera Trapping on Friday 1st July 
(10.00am – 1.00pm)  Adults: FREE 
This month you will learn to set up and use 
a wildlife camera trap.   

The group will also set a camera trap to review the following session.  This 
workshop is part of a year-long FREE Wildlife Gardening Club at Bore 
Place, offered in collaboration with North West Kent Countryside 
Partnership.  The club meets every Friday (10:00-13:00) at Bore Place. 
ID Walk: Reptiles on Sunday 3rd July (7.30am – 11.30am) 
Adults: £8.00, Children: £6.00 
You will learn ID skills to recognise UK native reptiles such as slow worm, 
common lizard and grass snake, as well as information about their ecology 
and where to look for these species.  This session is suitable for beginners 
as well as enthusiasts! 
Bore Place is an environmental NGO based in Chiddingstone, Kent.  
Visitors can park on-site and explore the stunning 500-acre organic 
farm with several walking routes to choose from. 
 

 



 
 

Plough Hill, Basted, Borough Green, TN15 8PS 
 

01732 668619   -   www.ploughatbasted.co.uk 
 

We are a CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) Free House serving a selection of 
fine ales brewed in Kent.  We also serve Tea and Coffee throughout the day. 
Our pub is family friendly and dog friendly.  We regularly cater for groups of 
ramblers and have parking for over 20 cars.  Whether, you're out rambling, 

looking for some beautiful Kentish countryside in which to spend some 
time or just passing by and in need of refreshment we look 

forward to serving you very soon. 
 

OPEN FROM 12noon until LATE EVERYDAY 
 

Anya’s authentic Thai Food 
from 5.30pm every Saturday 

Eat-in or Take-away 
 

x Local Ales and Ciders 
x Lagers & Stouts including Stella & Guinness 

x A wide range of Wines and Spirits 
x Soft Drinks and Mineral Waters 
x Tea and freshly brewed Coffee 

 
Fresh, home cooked food served daily (except Mondays) 
x Home cooked traditional Sunday Roast  -  1,  2 or 3 courses 

x Fresh Fish & Chips every Friday 
x Tasty Steaks and Burgers 
x Bar snacks and Nibbles 
x Sandwiches and Rolls 

x Deep Filled Pies 
 

We can cater for small or large groups, functions, 
parties/celebrations and corporate meetings also. 

Please get in touch to discuss.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 

 
 

JULY AT THE FARMERS MARKET 
The Jubilee Bank holiday on June 2nd broke all records at the market.  We 
had 315 visitors (vs an average of 140 to-date).  67% of you opened the 
newsletter (vs 50%)!! (If you would like to receive our weekly newsletter 
please go to our web site www.shipbournefm.co.uk and click on 
‘Reminders’) 
July really is the month to pay a visit to the Market.  Not only is it full of 
locally grown fruit, vegetables and other produce at their peak but where 
else can you shop with views overlooking the Greensand Ridge on one side 
and the Common on the other 
The flavours and textures you find at the market exceed anything you get at 
the supermarket.  Summer leaves such as spinach, mixed salad leaves can 
be used in salads, sandwiches and are the perfect match with grilled and 
barbecued meats and fish.  Look out for tender new potatoes combined 
with lovely summer herbs.  
Cherries are at their best now and far exceed the fluffy tasteless versions 
imported from other counties.  Try them poached in red wine and served 
with vanilla ice cream or in a classic cherry pie, enlivened with chopped 
fresh mint.  Raspberries are already in full swing and you will find the 
variety Maravilla, (as sold by Tom) is not only tasty but lasts longer (see 
menu).  You will also find really fresh strawberries and again you’ll soon 
realize why the supermarkets just can’t compete! 
We hope you enjoyed the burgers and sausages at the Jubilee BBQ 
supplied by both Annabelle and Kieron (wild boar and apple) and are now 
ready for more.  (The sourdough bread rolls were supplied by our Pastry 
chef Pierre). 
We not only have food at the market.  Paula creates her many varieties of 
‘Handmade Soaps’, wax melts, bath bombs all designed to enable you to 
pamper yourself using the best quality ingredients.  Her soaps are based on 
two basic recipes:- one containing coconut oil, palm oil, olive oil and sweet 
almond oil, and the other containing olive oil, coconut oil, avocado oil, shea 
butter and rice bran oil (palm oil free). 
So with a combination of fresh fruit, fresh vegetables, meat and game to 
provide health inside the body and soaps to relax and improve the outside 
skin, the market provides for all bodily needs!! 
To find out more about our Farmers Market see www.shipbournefm.co.uk  

Bob Taylor 
 



 



WEATHER REPORT – MAY 2022 
May 2022 weather –the average day temp. was 240c, the average night 
temp. was 7.00c, the highest day was Tuesday 17th with 30.50c, the lowest 
night temp. was Sunday 8th with 1.50c. 
The total rainfall was 80.5mm, the average rainfall over the last 30 years 
was 62.26mm, with the highest year May 2000 with 136mm and the lowest 
year was May 2020 with 4.5mm.         Lionel Stielow 
 

IGHTHAM & DISTRICT GARDENERS’ CLUB 

“ANNUAL SUMMER SHOW”   
 SAT 2nd & SUN 3rd JULY 2022 

Held at - IGHTHAM MOTE (National Trust) 
* Variety of classes * 

Fruit/Vegetable/Flowers/Domestic/Floral Classes 
Open to non-members 

Plant Stall / Raffle / Tombola 
Show open for visitors at midday Sat 2nd & 10.00am Sunday 3rd  
Free entrance into Ightham Mote with an IDGC Show Exhibitor Pass 

and free entry for National Trust Members 
Contact  Phil Barlass   -    01732 883505 

     or  Dee Samways  –       077 99 00 2129 
 

 
IGHTHAM & DISTRICT GARDENERS’ CLUB 

INVITES YOU TO A TALK ENTITLED : 
“HERBS FOR EVERY DAY USE” 

Speaker is  SUSAN SCRIVENS 
TUESDAY, 23RD AUGUST 2022 

IGHTHAM VILLAGE HALL for 7.00pm 

Visitors very welcome 
      For further information contact Phil Barlass        - 01732 883505 
                                                       or    Dee Samways  – 0779 900 2129 

 

 
 



 
 

 
PLAXTOL PARISH COUNCIL 

 
CASUAL VACANCY 

 
There is a vacancy for a Parish Councillor.  The Parish Council consists of 
9 members, who try to make life run more smoothly for parishioners and 
who represent their views to Borough and County Councils.  Councillors are 
involved in all manner of issues - allotments, recreation grounds, highways, 
buses and transport, planning, street lights, to name but a few. 
If you would like to find out what it means to be a Parish Councillor and get 

involved in local community issues: please contact the Chair: 
 

Dan Beynon, at dan.beynon@plaxtol.com   or: 
the Clerk, Linda Thomas, at clerk@plaxtol.com 

for more information 
 
 
 
 

SPOUTE RECREATION GROUND 
 
The Council would love to hear your suggestions regarding new provision at 
the Spoute Recreation Ground.  In the next year, we have an opportunity to 
make some additions and improvements to the existing provision and we’d 
like you and your family’s ideas, both young and old, to be at the heart of 
any decision. 
 

Please send them to clerk@plaxtol.com 
 
 
 
FROM TOM TUGENDHAT, MBE, MP 
We have so many fantastic businesses on our doorstep.  Some are small 
branches of big national companies, with many others being smaller local 
business.  No matter the size of the business, they are often staffed by 
brilliant, friendly, and welcoming local people. 
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I have visited so many of them that I’ve got a good idea of the talents 
different businesses bring to our community as they each invest in 
Tonbridge and Malling.  They create jobs, and a better service for 
everybody. 
For some, the results are international – NIAB EMR in East Malling have 
transformed the science of agriculture, looking at ways that we can farm 
and grow more efficiently.  They’ve just seen £11 million invested in their 
new Green Tech Hub, a state-of-the-art research facility, that they kindly 
asked me to open. 
For others, they are national – Trooli is an amazing, ultra-fast broadband 
network that has only just opened new offices in Kings Hill.  This nerve 
centre of the new online economy will help many of us stay connected and 
see opportunities grow for businesses. 
Both of these wonderful investments in our local community connect us to 
the wider world and demonstrate the importance Kent’s economy has to the 
country and the globe.  With investment on this scale come jobs for our 
friends and neighbours giving us all the chance to grow and invest in our 
futures.  This has never been more important. 
Major businesses have to start somewhere and the start-up generation that 
is coming through is inspiring.  So many new small businesses are popping 
up around our community started by people who have the courage to give it 
a go and believe in themselves.  I have noticed so many in recent months 
offering opportunities to so many.  That’s inspiring and will create the roots 
for a stronger economy here in Kent, and across the United Kingdom. 
If you are thinking about starting up a new business, or know of somebody 
who may be, please let me know. I’d always happy to promote those who 
take a chance on us, and I will do all I can to support the growth of our 
community and the wider area. 
 
 
NOTES FROM PLAXTOL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 06/06/22 
Present:  Cllrs D Beynon (Chair), M Brewin, M Carboni, M Crane, 

   G French, S Knights, T Rolls, M Wood; L Thomas (Clerk) 
Apologies:  Boro Cllrs W Palmer, T Shaw, M Taylor; KCC Cllr H Rayner 
Declarations of interest: 
In the interests of transparency, Cllr Carboni declared an interest in 
planning application TM/22/00878/FL, a neighbouring property. There is no 
DPI or Other Significant Interest in this case. 
Council Matters: 
(i) It was noted that the date of expiry of the official vacancy notice was 
imminent. Councillors agreed that the vacancy should be advertised in the 
Herald at the earliest opportunity following receipt of confirmation from 
TMBC that co-option could proceed. 
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(ii) It was noted that the revised Kent Code of Conduct had now been 
formally adopted by TMBC and that the Parish Council would now also 
move to adoption of the revised Code, as formerly agreed. 
(iii) The Chair led a review of the Areas of Responsibility agreed at the May 
Annual Meeting. Councillors confirmed their wish to continue with their 
agreed roles, subject to possible review at a later date. It was agreed that 
Cllr Rolls would become Group Leader for Highways & Community Safety. 
Monthly reports would continue for the Open Spaces monitoring group and 
quarterly reports considered for Finance and Governance monitoring group.  
Payments & Finance: 
(i) Budget outturn 2021-22. Councillors noted that the budget had been 
underspent by £18k. This was mainly due to underactivity on the highways 
budget as a parking restriction scheme had been cancelled, and 
underspending on the Parish Plan, as an intended survey had not gone 
ahead within the year.  Other issues included overestimate of possible 
Clerk pay award and underspending on grass cutting and Councillor 
training. 
(ii) Annual Return 2021-22.  
(a) Annual Governance Statement. Councillors considered the system of 
internal control and internal audit conclusions and resolved to approve the 
Annual Governance Statement: proposed Cllr Beynon, seconded Cllr 
Brewin, approved unanimously. 
(b) Accounting Statements. After due consideration, Councillors resolved to 
approve the Accounting Statements for the year ending 31 March 2022: 
proposed Cllr Carboni, seconded Cllr French, approved unanimously. 
Councillors expressed their thanks to the Clerk for the preparation of the 
accounts and to Marian Hemsted for her internal audit work both during the 
year and in respect of the Annual Return. 
(iii) A financial statement and bank reconciliation was distributed to 
members. Councillors noted retrospective payments of £82.30 to Npower 
for street lighting in April, and £25 to the Jubilee bugler, approved by Cllrs 
Beynon and Brewin. Councillors were advised that a claim for expenses for 
the Jubilee celebrations had been received for a total of £628.51 against a 
budgeted sum of £500. Cllrs Beynon and Brewin had approved an 
additional budget sum of up to £300 to cover extra expenditure. Councillors 
authorised payments to be made to each claimant before the July meeting 
once the claim was finalised.  
The following payments were approved:                       £ 

 Streetlights Ltd: maintenance contract 1st instalment       298.93 
 KALC: Councillor training, Cllr Beynon       90.00 
 Zurich Municipal: Insurance 2022-23    1,225.30 
 Cllr Carboni: reimbursement Cllr Thomas retirement presentation 
            122.97 
 Clerk salary & reimbursements May 2022      725.14 
 Bank Service Charges April-June 2022        18.00 



 
 
Planning: 
(i) Cllr Brewin advised that the proposal from TMBC’s Area Committee 
Review to reduce its 3 Area Committees to a single Committee had been 
shelved. The Parish Council had expressed its opposition to this proposal. 
(ii) Planning Applications 
Parish Council decisions: 
Councillors noted that responses in respect of the following had been made 
to TMBC since the May meeting: 
Crouchers Cottage, Roughway Lane:  T1 - Eucalyptus - Reduce overall 
height from approx 15m to 12m. Reduce overall spread from approx 10m to 
7m. Due to excessive over shading and debris. Also to reduce weight of 
branches to prevent failure in future. The Tree Warden had advised that the 
work was necessary to retain the health of the tree. In addition, work to a 
tulip tree had been proposed which the Tree Warden advised was also 
necessary. No objection to either proposal. 
4 Hill View Cottages, Plough Hill:  Lawful Development Certificate 
Proposed: alterations to an existing dwelling including a single storey rear 
extension, loft conversion, rear dormer, two rooflights and minor internal 
alterations. No objection. 
Nut Tree Hall, Grange Hill:   
Remove trees in area 1, 1, Malus, 2, Weeping Ash, 4, Willow, 6 and 7, 
Silver Birch, 8, Acacia, 9, Oak, 10 and 12, Maple, 13, Silver Birch and 14, 
Catal Pa. The Tree Warden advises that the pasture is negatively impacted 
by the tree roots and canopy and that the trees themselves do not have 
adequate growing space. No objection. 
St Michaels Cottage, The Street TM/22/00878/FL  
Loft conversion and installation of dormer to rear elevation. No objection. 
Rats Castle, Roughway Lane:   
Prior Notification: Ground mount solar array, approx 12meters by 10 
meters. The Parish Council did not comment on this permitted development 
application. 
Councillors considered the following applications: 
Apple Tree Cottage, Plaxtol Lane:  Lawful Development Certificate Existing: 
stationing of a twin unit mobile home in residential garden to provide 
ancillary accommodation.  Councillors noted that this was an application for 
permitted development which appeared to conform to current regulations 
for a Conservation Area, even though the size of the building had been 
increased.  
[A subsequent report from Kent Fire & Rescue service suggests a further 
full planning application is required. A response will be made to TMBC to 
that effect.] 
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Halebank, Roughway Lane:   
Demolition of existing garage, store rooms and wc. Erection of ground and 
first floor extensions to rear. No objection. 
Little Damas, Yopps Green:   
Detached oak framed double garage and new driveway. Erection of electric 
gates and rag stone wall. No objection. 
St Michaels Cottage, The Street TM/22/01053/FL  
Single storey rear extension with covered terrace area and conversion, 
alteration and extension of garage. New front entrance and open porch, 
alterations to door/window openings and revised site entrance and new 
gates (Revision to TM/20/02436/FL). No objection.  
TMBC decisions: 
Malling Well House, The Street: 
T1 Blue Cedar- remove/prune damaged branches as specified in 
accompanying photographs. T1 of Tree Preservation Order. Granted 
consent. Parish Council had not objected to this application. 
Mankash, Tree Lane: 
Two storey rear extension incorporating two side dormer windows and first 
floor Juliet balcony. Conversion of integral garage with addition of a bay 
window to side. New entrance porch. Granted permission. Parish Council 
had not objected to this application. 
Mankash, Tree Lane: 
Two Sweet Chestnuts in the middle of the rear garden to lift the crown by 5 
to 6 metres due to loss of sunlight. Laurel on rear boundary to reduce in 
height by 50% and trim to shape due to size. Plum on rear boundary trim to 
shape due to it declining. No objection. Parish Council had not objected to 
this application. 
Mead House, Roughway Lane:   
Details of condition 3 (Landscaping) pursuant to planning permission 
TM/19/01599/FL Replacement dwelling with external in-ground swimming 
pool and outbuilding/shed; amendment to replacement dwelling approved 
under reference TM/18/02686/FL. Approved. Parish Council had not 
objected to this application. 
Parish Plan: 
Cllr Carboni reported that and extension had been offered to the date for 
the completion of the Parish Infrastructure Statement, requested by TMBC, 
It was agreed that Cllr Carboni would respond to the extension offer, and 
thereafter to the infrastructure statement request. 
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Meeting Feedback: 
Parish Partnership Panel, 26.5.22. Cllr Beynon had attended this meeting 
and advised that the following issues had been discussed: 
- report from Kent Police into policing and anti-social behaviour; increase 

in police numbers to highest ever levels by 2023; 
- Local Plan housing stock requirement increased; Regulation 18 

consultation planned for the autumn, with submission of the Plan in 2024 
and adoption in 2025. 

Cllr Beynon advised that the Kent Police & Crime Commissioner had been 
invited to the next meeting of PPP. 
Community Affairs: 
It was reported that the Community First Responders, who had been 
monitoring the 3 defibrillators in Plaxtol village, would no longer be able to 
perform this service. It was agreed that Cllrs French and Knights would take 
over this function as part of their Open Spaces monitoring responsibility. A 
training session had been arranged for the end of June. 
Environment: 
Cllr Knights presented a carbon footprint report for Plaxtol Parish. 
Councillors discussed how best to consult with parishioners on how to take 
carbon reduction initiatives forward. It was agreed that Councillors would 
submit ideas for discussion at the July meeting. 
Recreation Grounds: 
Councillors considered a request from a parishioner to hold free fitness and 
touch rugby sessions for ages 12+ at the Spoute Recreation Ground. 
Councillors approved the request subject to provision of the necessary risk 
assessments and insurance certificate. 
Highways & Transport: 
Councillors agreed to request a return of regular road sweeping in the 
Parish to remove the considerable build up litter. Cllr Carboni will pursue 
this issue. 
Any Other Business: 
Councillors re-iterated their thanks to all the organisers and organisations 
involved in the highly successful Platinum Jubilee Celebrations. Special 
thanks were given to the Organising Committee led by Marian Hemsted and 
Katherine Barden, the History Group, WI, Friends of Plaxtol Church, 
Primary School, Parish Church, Memorial Hall Committee and to Will 
Jordan for the provision and lighting of the beacon.  
Date of Next Meeting:  Monday 4 July 2022 at 8 pm 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

S. M. GOULD 
Horticultural & Forestry Contractor 

 
Seasoned Firewood – available all year round 

 
8 ton Digger or 2.5 ton Digger  
available for all ground works 

Paddock mowing - rolling - harrowing 
 

Grange Hill Wood Yard,  
Grange Hill, Plaxtol, Kent, TN15 0RG 

 
Tel: (01732) 811060 or 07702 475 321 

Email: logsdirectsevenoaks@hotmail.co.uk 
Website: www.logsdirectsevenoaks.co.uk 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

East Peckham Osteopaths 
Anthony Picknett and Louise James 

 

Children’s clinic, sports injuries and all muscle and joint problems  

23 Old Road, East Peckham. TN12 5AR   Tel: 01622 873481 
 

 

PLAXTOL MEMORIAL HALL 
Available for club meetings, children’s parties 

private functions, wedding receptions 
For bookings: ring Lizzie Hill on 811478 

or email:  nevishill@googlemail.com 
 

 

 

KEMSING WATER SOFTENERS 
Ten Year Guarantee 

Drinking Water Systems 
‘Exchange’ Softeners - Free Fitting 

‘Harveys’ block salt, Tablets and Granules 
Free comprehensive survey and after sales service 

01732 760471 
www.kemsingsofteners.co.uk 

 

 

  

 

Internal Alterations and Refurbishments 

Extensions, Conversions, Bathrooms 

Replacement Kitchens 

Tel – 01732 884036 

www.joseph-pcl.com 

 

     Mobiles – 07884 490664 

        or 07831 204113 

Website – www.joseph-pcl.com 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Plaxtol Pest and Wildlife Management is fully insured and a member of 
the NPTA (National Pest Technicians Association). 

Ciaran is happy to take any queries: 
* whether a quick question, 

* a domestic problem that needs treatment, 
* commercial premises on a longer-term service contract 

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
 

 

RB Electrical 
Local Friendly Electrician with over 17 Years Experience 

Free Quotes  Fully Insured 
Fully Qualified  Large or Small Jobs 

Emergency Call Outs Available 
Call Ross Stephenson on: 07887 730344 

or: rossrbelectrical@gmail.com 
 

 

Services Available  
Dog Walking  
Cat and small animal sitting  
Plant / Garden Watering  
Home checks whilst away on holiday  
All areas of housekeeping  
Property Management  
(Airb&b/home away)  
 

Fully insured & DBS checked  References available on request  
Services are tailored to suit your needs, so You can enjoy your time and let 
US look after your home comforts. 

Call or email Clare to arrange for your FREE quotation:  07821 537520 
info@halodomesticservices.co.uk  www.halodomesticservices.co.uk 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                          Visit us in the shop to browse our pottery selection or buy  
                                          takeaway kits to enjoy at home.  Perfect for a gift, a family  
                                          experience, or to discover a new hobby! 
 
 
                                          Or check out our selection of workshops to craft your own  
                                          pottery or join us for a cheeky glass of Prosecco while you  
                                          paint! 
 
 
                                          To make enquiries or book a session: 
                                          Email: hello@potterarti.co.uk       or call: 01732 753416 
 
 



 



 
 



 


