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S. M. GOULD 
Horticultural & Forestry Contractor 

 
Seasoned Firewood – available all year round 

 
8 ton Digger or 2.5 ton Digger  
available for all ground works 

Paddock mowing - rolling - harrowing 
 

Grange Hill Wood Yard,  
Grange Hill, Plaxtol, Kent, TN15 0RG 

 
Tel: (01732) 811060 or 07702 475 321 

Email: logsdirectsevenoaks@hotmail.co.uk 
Website: www.logsdirectsevenoaks.co.uk 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

East Peckham Osteopaths 
Anthony Picknett and Louise James 

 

Children’s clinic, sports injuries and all muscle and joint problems  

23 Old Road, East Peckham. TN12 5AR   Tel: 01622 873481 
 

 

PLAXTOL MEMORIAL HALL 
Available for club meetings, children’s parties 

private functions, wedding receptions 
For bookings: ring Lizzie Hill on 811478 

or email:  nevishill@googlemail.com 
 

 

 

KEMSING WATER SOFTENERS 
Ten Year Guarantee 

Drinking Water Systems 
‘Exchange’ Softeners - Free Fitting 

‘Harveys’ block salt, Tablets and Granules 
Free comprehensive survey and after sales service 

01732 760471 
www.kemsingsofteners.co.uk 

 

 
 

 

Internal Alterations and Refurbishments 

Extensions, Conversions, Bathrooms 

Replacement Kitchens 

Tel – 01732 884036 

www.joseph-pcl.com 

 

     Mobiles – 07884 490664 

        or 07831 204113 

Website – www.joseph-pcl.com 

 



 



 
PARISH DIARY:  OCTOBER  2022 

 

EVERY SUNDAY:  the main morning service at Plaxtol is at 11.00am  
 

WEEKDAYS:  Morning Prayer is normally said in Plaxtol Church at 8.30am 
    
SUNDAY  
16th after 
Trinity and 
Harvest 
Festival 

2nd   8.00 am Holy Communion at Plaxtol 
9.30 am Parish Communion at Shipbourne 
11.00 am Harvest Festival Family Communion at 

Plaxtol – PLEASE BE GENEROUS WITH 
DONATIONS FOR THE CHATHAM FOOD 
BANK – THERE WILL BE A GREATER NEED 
THAN EVER THIS YEAR 

 Readings for principal service: 
     Habakkuk 1: 1-4, 2:1-4 
     2 Timothy 1: 1-14 
     Luke 17: 5-10 

Monday 3rd   8.00pm Plaxtol Parish Council in Memorial Hall 
Thursday 
 
Friday 
 
Saturday 
 

6th  
 
7th  
 
8th  
 

9-11 am 
7.45pm 
7.30pm 
 
2.00pm 
 

Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne Church 
Plaxtol WI in Memorial Hall 
Benefice Harvest Supper – Forrester’s Barn, 
Home Farm, Shipbourne 
Plaxtol School – “Colour Run” 
 

    
SUNDAY 
17th after 
Trinity 

9th  8.00 am Holy Communion at Shipbourne 
9.30 am Matins at Shipbourne 
11.00 am Parish Communion at Plaxtol 
 Readings for principal service: 

     2 Kings 5: 1-3, 7-15c 
     2 Timothy 2: 8-15 
     Luke 17: 11-19 

Tuesday 11th  8.00pm Plaxtol History Group in Memorial Hall 
Thursday 13th  9-11 am Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne Church 

 
 

 

SUNDAY 
18th after 
Trinity 
 
 
 
 
 

16th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8.00 am Holy Communion at Plaxtol 
9.30 am 
10.30am 

Parish Communion at Shipbourne 
Refreshments before ………… 

11.00am “Community@11” at Plaxtol 
 
 
 
 

Readings for principal service: 
     Genesis 32: 22-31 
     2 Timothy 3: 14- 4: 5 
     Luke 18: 1-8 



Monday 17th  7.30pm Plaxtol Men’s Society in Memorial Hall 
Thursday 20th   9-11 am Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne Church 

 
 

SUNDAY  
Last Sunday 
after Trinity 
 
 
 
 
Thursday 
 
 
SUNDAY 
All Saints’ Day 
 
All Souls’ 

23rd   
 
 
 
 
 
 
27th  
 
 
30th  

8.00 am Holy Communion at Shipbourne 
9.30 am Family Service at Shipbourne 
11.00 am 
 

Parish Communion at Plaxtol 
Readings for principal service: 
     Jeremiah 14: 7-10, 19-end 
     2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 16-18 
     Luke18: 9-14 

9-11am 
 
 
8.00am 
9.30am 
11.00am 
6.00pm 

Farmers’ market in Shipbourne Church 
 
 
Holy Communion at Plaxtol 
Parish Communion at Shipbourne 
Morning Worship 
Benefice Choral Evensong and 
Commemoration of the 
Faithful Departed at Plaxtol 
Readings for the principal service: 
     Daniel 7: 1-3, 15-18 
     Ephesians 1: 11-end 
     Luke 6: 20-31 

    
 
 

 

For enquiries about baptisms, weddings, funerals, hospital and home visits, 
and Holy Communion at home please contact: 

Rector of Shipbourne with Plaxtol: 
Rev Dr Peter Hayler 

The Rectory, The Street, Plaxtol (opposite the Papermaker’s Arms) 
Telephone:  01732 811081.    Email:  rectorswp@gmail.com 

Normally he takes Friday as a day off except if there is an emergency 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING POLICIES 
Can be found using the following link: 

https://www.rochester.anglican.org/safeguarding/guidance-
safeguarding/guidance-policy-statements/ 

 

Safeguarding Officer for Plaxtol Church is Carol Crossley on 810801 
 
 
 



 
Sad farewells – from the greatest to the least. 
 
The whole of Great Britain, perhaps the whole of the world, has been stopped 
in its tracks by the news of the death of Queen Elizabeth II.  From the 
busyness of flying flags at half-mast (which is actually two thirds!) and putting 
out Books of Condolence, through numb silence about the passing away of a 
person who has embodiment of permanence and stability for all of most of our 
lives, to the dignified if rather saturated coverage on the television, we are 
genuinely shocked by all that this means, and will mean for change in the day, 
weeks and months ahead.  We are touched by the many dimensions of 
greatness that we see in the Queen’s long and faithful reign.  
On the first Sunday after the Queen’s death, I also announced the death of 
Graham Ferris.  Graham had lived on The Street in Plaxtol for many years but, 
after a major stroke, had been confined to a very small existence in a first floor 
flat with little mobility and next to no speech; he was ‘locked-in in more than 
one way’.  Many of you have offered assistance or friendship, and you will 
have an appreciation of just how hard his later life he been.  As I announced 
both deaths together, I was struck by the contrast between his life and the 
Queen’s; between his death and the Queen’s, but I knew instinctively that it 
was important and right to mention both.  His, as the Queen’s life, were both 
precious to their respective loved ones, and both were precious to God. 
As I write, I have also just heard of the death of Jon Austin, for many years 
landlord of the Kentish Rifleman, on the border between our two parishes in 
Dunk’s Green.  Jon died peacefully after a short battle with cancer but will be 
remembered by so many as a pillar of our community who always had a warm 
and generous welcome.  Our thoughts are with Vicki, Simon, Edward and the 
whole pub community at this time of loss. 
October ends with the season of All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day.  There will 
be a special commemoration of the faithful departed, all our loved ones lost, at 
6.00pm in Plaxtol Church on Sunday 30th.  Please write names of those you 
would have remembered on the lists in our churches by midday on the day.  
All are welcome! 

Peter Hayler, Rector 
 
 
FROM THE REGISTERS 
 
Interment of Ashes 
12th September – Mark Stephen Williams 
 
Marriage 
17th September – Christopher Harry Bowles to Amy Elizabeth Orbell 
 
 



 

 
 

The Ordination of Rev Mark Packer on 3rd September 2022 
by Bishop Simon at Rochester Cathedral 

 
 

On the third Sunday of the month in Plaxtol Church 

“Community@11” 
The next one is on Sunday 16th October at 11.00am 

Informal contemporary worship 
‘Break-out’ groups for all ages 

Refreshments beforehand from 10.30 
 

 
 

“Coffee, Cake and Company” 
Every third Thursday of the month in Plaxtol Church 

The next one will be on 20th October 
2.30 to 4.00pm 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
If you would like a lift please contact Carol Crossley on 810801 

 

 
 



 

Community Bread Basket 
    9:30 – 11:00 on Saturday 22nd October 
        In Plaxtol Parish Church 
    Café style Breakfast 
      All welcome 

United Benefice of Shipbourne with Plaxtol 
Collections for Chatham Foodbank 

Boxes will be placed in both our churches over the fourth 
weekend of each month for donations of food and toiletries, 

to coincide with our Community Bread Basket event. 
 

So, what’s Community Bread Basket all about? 
Community Bread Basket (CBB) is an initiative set up by the Benefice of 
Shipbourne with Plaxtol.  Our aim is to use the beautiful space and facilities 
within Plaxtol Church as a community ‘hub’ where everyone is welcome to 
share in a monthly café-style breakfast.  Our hope is to create a relaxed, 
friendly atmosphere where neighbours and friends can get together. It also 
provides an opportunity for those who might feel isolated to feel connected 
and supported by our communities. 
Each CBB is run by a team of 10 volunteers from Shipbourne and Plaxtol who 
take your order and serve you.  There is a book table at which you can either 
swap a book or give a small donation; a children’s colouring table and food 
bank boxes where we welcome donations for families in our link parish in 
Chatham. 
CBB is not about fund raising.  Yes, we invite donations for the refreshments 
and, after we have taken expenses, any money left is put into a ‘designated’ 
fund.  This money can only be used to support little projects and needs within 
our communities. 
We would love to see you at Community Bread Basket.  Come and meet 
others and help all members of our communities to feel better connected and 
supported. 
CBB usually runs on the 4th Saturday of each month from 9.30am – 11am 
(October 22nd & November 26th) 
December 17th – join the CBB team for mince pies, yule log and Christmas 
music!  Help decorate our Christmas Tree by writing the names of loved ones 
you want to remember on a tag before tying it to the tree. 
Future dates: 
CBB on 28th January 2023 also includes BREAD MAKING COMPETITION! 
Look out for details in the January edition of the Newsletter. 
 

 



 



HELP REQUIRED FOR CHURCH FINANCIAL YEAR END REVIEW 
We are looking for someone to act as 'Independent Examiner' to review the 
Church's year end accounts. 
This doesn't require a full audit so someone with relevant financial experience, 
but not necessarily a qualified accountant, would be ideal. 
For further information please contact: 
Graham Shewell at: plaxtolchurchtreasurer@gmail.com or Tel: 811373 
 

PLAXTOL PLAYTIME 
A group for Mothers, Babies, Toddlers, 

Pre-schoolers and their carers 
Meeting in Plaxtol Church on the 2nd Tuesday of the month 

Join us for a coffee/tea (please bring a covered mug for hot drinks) 
some play activities and to meet other local parents, 

carers and little ones in the community 
£1.00 per family 

 

Next meeting is 11th October 
 

In Plaxtol Church from 10.00 to 11.30 
Find us at Plaxtol Playtime on Facebook 

 
PLAXTOL MENS SOCIETY 
Our new season starts in the Memorial Hall Monday 17th October 7.30 for 8. 
Liquid refreshments including wine will be available before the formalities.  Our 
meeting with will start with our AGM, including election of officers. 
Our speaker is local resident Brian Madderson.  Until recently Brian was 
chairman of the UK Petrol Retailers Association and as such was at the centre 
of the retailers’ petrol shortage of 2021.  The title of his talk is “The petrol 
retail shortages of 2021 and a varied career”. 
New members, guests and visitors most welcome.  
Please be reminded that we have now changed our meetings to the third 
Monday of each month.                Peter Brewin 
 
WEATHER REPORT – AUGUST 2022 
August 2022 weather – the average day temp. was 30.40c, the average night 
temp. was 13.80c, the highest day was Saturday 13th with 370c, the lowest 
night was Saturday 7th with 8.00c. 
The total rainfall was 50mm with an average over the last 30 years of 63.6mm, 
the highest year was August 2014 with 116.5mm and the lowest year was 
August 1995 with 3.0mm.  There was only 6 days that we had rain, 21mm 
(almost an inch) fell on Wednesday 24th in under half an hour.  Lionel Stielow 



 

PLAXTOL SCHOOL PSA 
Over the summer Plaxtol School PSA was pleased to be able to fund, 
amongst other things, some new speakers for the school hall; musical 
instruments for the early years children; and some arts and crafts materials for 
classrooms to help start the term.  Thank you for all the support. 
The PSA is looking forward to a busy autumn of fundraising and community 
events – the whole village is welcome, so do join us! 
The PSA Colour Run is on 8 October, on the School playing field.  Children 
and adults can don a white t-shirt and be splatted with a rainbow of colours as 
they run around the course! 
Plaxtol Fireworks is on 12 November, and School Christmas Fair on 3 
December. 
 

 
 



OCTOBER AT THE FARMERS MARKET 
The cooler weather and rain in September has been a relief from the heat of 
summer.  In fact it rained so hard during one Thursday that it severely 
impacted on our monthly footfall) visitors! 
We would like to say goodbye to Per, our Swedish baker as he goes off to find 
pastures new.  What with energy and wheat prices increasing so much, 
combined with much higher premises rental, he has found it very hard to earn 
a living.  Pierre, our confiture baker, together with his wife will take over this 
role. 
The summer is well and truly over when it comes to food, so it’s the month to 
rediscover the delights of colder weather eating with all the wonderful harvest 
of ingredients at our disposal.  Our fresh fruit and vegetables are at their best 
– autumn and winter varieties and are even improved by a touch of frost.  
Onions, leeks, beetroot, carrots and tomatoes are all full of flavour at this time 
of year whilst the wonderful array of squashes and pumpkins offer so much 
more for the cook than just as lanterns for Halloween.  Root vegetables such 
as parsnip, swede and celeriac are all wonderful roasted or mashed and 
perfect with new season’s game.  Use them in soups, stews, curries and 
pickles for rich seasonal colour and taste.  Cobnuts, walnuts, hazelnuts and 
chestnuts have been harvested – try them now when they are ‘wet’ and 
discover a whole new intensity of flavour. Use in autumn salads for impact. 
We have a much larger variety of apples at the market than at supermarkets 
so try different varieties.  Bramley’s for cooking seem have fared well so make 
them into chutneys and jellies to enjoy through the winter.  The later ripening 
varieties are good for keeping so you will be able to enjoy from now until next 
summer.  Plums are becoming scarce but autumn fruiting raspberries and 
later strawberries are still available. 
Much of our seafood is at its best caught from colder waters so as the sea 
temperature drops this month, fish just gets better and better.  Sea bass, 
haddock and Dover sole will be fishing well.  Remember the better the quality 
of the fish, the simpler it needs to be cooked.  
October 1st sees the start of the pheasant-shooting season but this for many 
reasons, there are so few shoots the early birds will be expensive so try quail, 
wild duck and rabbit.  Venison is plentiful this year.  All are excellent partnered 
with autumn greens and creamy mashed roots which are the perfect partner 
for game.  And where better to buy them than at the market, the best way to 
enjoy great local flavours and support your local farmers and growers at the 
same time.        Bob Taylor 
 

COPY DATE FOR NOVEMBER HERALD IS 10th OCTOBER 
Please send anything for inclusion in the Plaxtol Herald to the Editor Peter 
Crossley at crossley.wellington@outlook.com (810801) AND to the Deputy 

Editor Peter Brewin at pbrewin@gmail.com (810361). 
Anything received after that date may be held over to the December edition 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                          Visit us in the shop to browse our pottery selection or buy  
                                          takeaway kits to enjoy at home.  Perfect for a gift, a family  
                                          experience, or to discover a new hobby! 
 
 
                                          Or check out our selection of workshops to craft your own  
                                          pottery or join us for a cheeky glass of Prosecco while you  
                                          paint! 
 
 
                                          To make enquiries or book a session: 
                                          Email: hello@potterarti.co.uk       or call: 01732 753416 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 

PLAXTOL WI OCTOBER 2022 
This month sees the start of our winter programme with some new clubs, 
activities and visits for our members to choose from.  Our next meeting on 
Thursday 6th October starts as usual at 7.45 pm with wine or coffee when our 
Speaker, Mrs Melanie Gibson-Barton, will talk about The History of Teddies 
and other Bears.  Melanie is an arctophile and she encourages everyone to 
bring their own beloved teddy bear along to the meeting.  
The evening should finish before 10pm.  Further details of our future events 
can be found in our monthly Newsletter.             Libby Cohen 
For membership enquiries, or copy of our newsletter, please contact Carolyne 
Sullivan 810563 
 
 
PLAXTOL LOCAL HISTORY GROUP – SEPTEMBER 2022 
The Strange Case of Concealed Objects found at Ightham Mote 
It seems that from the 12th to the 17th centuries people lived in fear of the evil 
eye, demons, witches and fire & lightning strikes.  The archaeologist Wayne 
Perkins talked to us in 2020 about Medieval graffiti, promising to return to tell 
us about ritual protection marks found in houses and churches, with special 
interest in Ightham Mote.  Archaeologists are still trying to understand the 
motivation for these marks that are without text or explanation.  These marks 
are symbols cut or scratched into stone or wood appearing by chimneys, 
windows and doors or wherever there is an opening by which evil spirits could 
enter.  They are not vandalism but protective or devotional. 
In the great hall at Ightham Mote and in the core of the house are found 
symbols on doors and walls such as three overlapping crosses, called saltires, 
to protect the house.  Circles scratched on stone walls signify the unbroken 
chastity of the Virgin Mary evoking her protection.  Among the many photos 
shown were those of Marian marks where inversion of two of the letter V were 
made into the letter M, again for the Virgin Mary.  A cross hatching called a 
spirit trap can be seen at Old Soar Manor at the entrance to the buttery in the 
solar as protection from bad spirits. 
Most interesting by far were the deep burn marks in a tear drop shape like a 
candle flame, made intentionally by a taper burnt into wood.  They were 
originally thought to be due to accidental fire.  There are 29 of these marks on 
the rood screen in the chapel at Ightham Mote, and two others on the stair rail 
and a chair.  These burn marks of varying sizes were as protection against fire 
and lightning strikes.  In rural areas and in cottages the practice of concealing 
used objects, such as shoes, by chimneys and doors against evil spirits 
continued until the nineteenth century.  
Our next talk will be at the MEMORIAL HALL on Tuesday October 11th at 
8pm when Bob Appleby will talk on “Old Postcards along the A227 from 
Gravesend to Wrotham”.        V. Dussek 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Celebrating the return of live theatre-going and shared laughter 
 
 

Plaxtol Players Proudly Present 

The Salty Flowers      
By Stephen Klain 

An Irreverent Parody about a Seaside Hotel & its Very Odd Inhabitants 

 
Friday Nov 11 and Saturday Nov 12 

Memorial Hall 
7:00 – Doors and Bar Open 

7:30 – The Curtain Rises 
Intermission Bar and Raffle 

Tickets: £12 
Early booking highly recommended 

Info/Booking:  Sandy Oram 
01732 811494  or:  info@plaxtolplayers.co.uk 

 
 

 
 
 
FROM BOROUGH GREEN MEDICAL PRACTICE 
Flu Vaccination and Covid Autumn Booster Clinics: 
Flu vaccination and Covid Booster Clinics for all patients of Borough Green 
Medical Practice who are eligible to receive the influenza vaccination, will be 
run on Saturday the 8th October 2022 (am) and Saturday the 22nd October 
2022 (am).  Eligible patients will be contacted directly to book. Following the 
approval from the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency 
(MHRA), the NHS is set to become the first health service in the world to roll 
out a next generation bivalent Covid-19 vaccine. 
 
 
 



 
We will be visiting Care Homes to vaccinate residents and staff at the 
beginning of October and ensuring housebound patients are reached also.  
Our first on-site clinic is for patients aged 65 and over and adults in identified 
vulnerable groups.  The second clinic will be for adults 50+ and anyone from 
the first groups who could not make the 8th October.  Parents of any children 
requiring vaccination for flu will need to book appointments with the Nurses.  
If members of the PPG are available to attend and help on either date it would 
be much appreciated – it could provide a good opportunity to sign up new 
members? 
 
 

EVENTS THAT BORE PLACE 
IS HOSTING IN OCTOBER 

Here is a rundown of our events, 
which can be booked online at: 
www.boreplace.org/whatson: 

ID Walk: Small Mammal Survey on 
Saturday 1st October (8am – 10am) 
Price: Adult £8.00, Child £6.00 
On this leisurely walk, you will learn how to 

survey the small mammals (e.g., mice, voles, shrews…) caught inside 
(humane) traps that will be set up the evening before. You will gain basic ID 
skills to recognise some common small mammals. 
Wildlife Gardening Club: Hedgehogs and Small Mammals on Friday 7th 
October (10:00am – 1:00pm).   Price: Adult FREE 
This month, you will build a hedgehog box and be provided with the design to 
take home. This workshop is part of a year-long FREE Wildlife Gardening 
Club at Bore Place, offered in collaboration with North West Kent Countryside 
Partnership. 
Harvest Moon Night Walk on Friday 7th October (6:30pm – 8:30pm) 
Price: Adult £8.00, Child £6.00 
The Edenbridge and District Astronomers will lead you for a walk under the 
bright Harvest Moon. Hear about why the Moon was important to our 
agricultural ancestors. 
Dairy Workshop: Labneh and Paneer Making on Sunday 9th October 
(10:00am – 12:30pm)  Price: Adult £28.00 
Rachna Jhala will show you how to make labneh, a cream cheese from the 
Levant, and paneer, a subcontinental Asian cooking cheese.  You will also get 
a pot of Happy Belly yoghurt and some Zaytoun za’tar to take home, to put 
into action all that you have learned. 
Bore Place is an environmental NGO based in Chiddingstone, Kent.  
Visitors can park on-site and explore the stunning 500-acre organic farm 
with several walking routes to choose from. 
 

 



 

    
 
October 2022 group walks 
Our friendly group is one of 13 Ramblers groups in Kent and part of the 
national Ramblers walking organisation.  We explore the beautiful countryside 
of Tonbridge and Malling and surrounding areas. 
You don’t have to be a Ramblers member to try out a couple of walks with us, 
to help you decide if you’d like to join.  If you are new to our walks, it’s a good 
idea to contact the walk leader beforehand to check that their walk will suit 
you. 

Here are some of our upcoming walks.  For full details and walk leader 
contacts, see our current walks programme at: 

www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk. 
Or email us: info@tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk 

We hope to see you on a walk soon! 
 

 
 



 
FROM TOM TUGENDHAT, MBE, MP 
I am deeply saddened at the passing of Her Majesty the Queen.  I am sure 
this feeling is echoed across our nation, the Commonwealth, and the whole 
world. 
I swore allegiance to Her Majesty as a soldier and politician.  I will be forever 
grateful of her incomparable service. 
I was proud to represent our community and country at the Accession Council 
on Saturday 10th September where we proclaimed the King.  At the first 
meeting between His Majesty and His Majesty's Government, I shared with 
King Charles III the deepest expression of our condolences and loyalty as his 
subjects across Tonbridge, Edenbridge and Malling. 
I also had the pleasure of being at the proclamation at Tonbridge Castle on 
Sunday 11th September.  Thank you to everybody who was able to attend or 
attended other local events across our villages.  It was a bittersweet moment 
to sing the prayer and anthem, God Save the King.  The civic service hosted 
by St Peter and St Paul at Tonbridge Parish Church afterwards was 
particularly special.  It showed our community at its best and demonstrated the 
respect with which we hold the monarchy. 
This is a momentous occasion in our shared history, one in which she has 
provided an unwavering example of duty and kindness.  Her deep faith was a 
strength and pillar. 
My thoughts continue to remain with the whole of the Royal Family. 
God save the King. 
 
NOTES FROM PLAXTOL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 05/09/22 
Present:  Cllrs D Beynon (Chair), M Brewin, M Carboni, M Crane, 

   G French, S Knights, S Petter, M Wood; L Thomas (Clerk); 
   Boro Cllr W Palmer; Kent County Cllr H Rayner 

Apologies: Cllr T Rolls; Boro Cllrs T Shaw, M Taylor 
Matters raised by the public / Borough Councillors: 
The Chair welcomed Cllr Petter to her first meeting. 
County Cllr Rayner advised that the new school bus services had just begun 
at the start of the new term and would be kept under review. Members of the 
public would be gathering real time data on provision stop by stop, so the 
quality of reporting would be high. Cllr Rayner would feedback results to Cllr 
Beynon, who would liaise with Autocar. Cllr Rayner advised that he was 
pressing for voluntary tracking devices on Autocar vehicles but that this was a 
lengthy process. 
County Cllr Rayner also reported that KCC finances were not robust, with high 
inflation and limited Government funding. The Council had no large reserves, 
but had debts to service. Services to children and education were likely to be 
impacted. In response to a question, he advised that the County’s finances did 
not compare well with other authorities.  
 



Boro Cllr Palmer advised that the Local Plan had been the main topic at the 
recent Parish Partnership Panel with the launch of the Regulation 18 
consultation imminent. She confirmed that the sites under consideration were 
not necessarily the same as those in the previous Local Plan and that 
computer algorithms had also been used to generate possible sites for 
consideration. The consultation would be open to members of the public, who 
would be free to comment on any site. 
The Chair thanked Cllrs Palmer and Rayner for their contributions. 
Declarations of interest: 
In the interests of transparency, Cllr Knights declared an interest in planning 
application TM/22/01785/FL, a near neighbour. There is no DPI or Other 
Significant Interest in this case. 
In the interests of transparency, Cllr Petter declared an interest in planning 
application TM/22/01858/FL, a near neighbour. There is no DPI or Other 
Significant Interest in this case. 
Matters arising: 
item 5: street trading consultation. Cllr Crane confirmed that he had responded 
to this consultation and that he had requested that TMBC add the annual Duck 
Race to TMBC’s list of exempted events. 
Payments & Finance: 
(i) Annual Return 2021-22. It was reported that the annual limited assurance 
review had been satisfactorily completed and that no issues had been raised 
by the external auditors. 
(ii) Councillors were advised that the next 5-year appointing period for 
external auditors would run from 2022-2027 and that the Council had the 
option to opt out of the central procurement and appointment scheme (SAAA 
arrangements). Councillors agreed unanimously to remain opted into the 
scheme. 
(iii) Receipts & Payments. Councillors approved the purchase of the 13th 
edition of Local Council Administration; a request to have the river bank 
strimmed for the annual Duck Race; the cancellation of the Zoom subscription. 
A financial statement and bank reconciliation was distributed to members.  
Approval of the following payments was confirmed:           £ 

Npower: street lighting July 2022      71.37 
Clerk salary & reimbursements, August 2022  747.63 

The following payments were approved:              £ 
PKF Littlejohn: external audit fee    360.00 
Fairlawne Estate: annual rent Winnie Bowes rec      1.00 
L Thomas: reimbursement Dropbox fee     95.88 
Bank Service Charges       18.00 

Planning: 
(i) Local Plan. The Chair reported that the Local Plan Regulation 18 
document on how to meet the Government’s development targets for the 
Borough had been forwarded by TMBC. 
 



The document was to be considered at the meeting of the Housing and 
Planning Scrutiny Select Committee on 6 September, with a view to opening 
the statutory Regulation 18 consultation on 15 September. The consultation 
would run for 6 weeks. Councillors had also received details of the sites put 
forward for consideration for development as a result of the call for sites 
exercise. It was agreed that the Planning Group would co-ordinate the 
Council’s response. 
(ii) Area 2 Planning Committee. Cllrs Brewin and Carboni had attended this 
meeting to speak to the Committee regarding planning application 
TM/21/01865/FL, land south-west of Claygate House, which had been called 
in at the Parish Council’s request. The Committee had approved the 
application, subject to a number of imposed conditions. It had also been 
confirmed that the site of the application had now been cleared of vehicles, 
planning permission for their storage on site having been refused. Formal 
confirmation of the decision was awaited. 
(iii)Planning applications. 
Parish Council decisions 
Councillors noted that responses in respect of the following had been made to 
TMBC since the August meeting: 
Allens House, Allens Lane: 
T1 Lime tree- re pollard as tree management schedule. T3 and T4 Lime trees- 
re-pollard and reduce crown back to previous pruning points as part of tree 
management schedule. No objection. 
Allens House, Allens Lane: 
T2 (Agents reference) Lime Tree- re pollard as tree management schedule. T1 
of Tree Preservation Order. No objection. 
Unit 1 Landway Farm, Basted Lane: 
Installation of 3 dormers to the east roof space and 3 roof-lights into the west 
roof space of the commercial office space. No objection. 
Plaxtol Cricket Club, School Lane: 
Details of Condition 3 (Landscaping and Boundary Treatment) submitted 
pursuant to planning permission TM/21/03134/FL (Change of use of land and 
construction of two All Weather Cricket Practice Nets. The facility will comprise 
an all-weather base, metal cage and netting and will not be enclosed by any 
building). No objection. 
Land East Of Rats Castle, Roughway Lane: 
Proposed installation of further ground mounted solar panels within the nut 
orchard. No objection. 
Councillors considered the following applications: 
24 St Hildas, Plaxtol TM/22/01785/FL 
Two storey front and single storey side extensions. No objection. 
Former Agricultural Building East Of Cage House, Long Mill Lane: 
Demolition of the existing agricultural buildings and erection of a detached 3 
bed dwelling. No objection. 
 



Cob Orchard, Tree Lane: 
Two sweet chestnut trees to remove major dead wood at the front of the 
property. Councillors agreed to abide by the Tree Warden’s recommendation 
when received.  
The Grange, Grange Hill: 
Minor alterations to two rooms to the 19th Century stables to include an 
addition of a sympathetic stepped portico entrance doorway to the Gun room 
east elevation, with utilitarian fitted joinery and new conservation rooflight. 
New ancillary kitchen to the ground floor of the two-storey cottage with change 
to an existing door swing. Replacement of softwood parquet flooring with 
hardwood parquet flooring. No objection. 
Mankash, Tree Lane: 
Birch Tree - reduce by 3m. No objection. 
Salmons Farm, Long Mill Lane: 
Erection of a traditional style greenhouse. No objection. 
Stable House, Allens Lane TM/22/01858/FL 
Erection of double garage. No objection. 
TMBC decisions: 
Pennyhaugh Cottage, The StreeT: 
Beech tree on the boundary between Pennyhaugh Cottage and Rosebank: 
reduce height by 2 to 2.5 metres and sides by 1 to 1.5 metres. No objection. 
Parish Council had not objected to this application. 
Rats Castle, Roughway Lane: 
Prior Notification: Ground mount solar array, approx 12meters by 10 
meters. Application returned. The Parish Council did not comment on this 
application. 
Stable House, Allens Lane: 
Variation of Condition 3: (removal of restrictions on the use) pursuant to 
planning application TM/21/02074/FL (Erection of dwelling, resubmission of 
approved planning permission TM/20/02929/FL). Refused. Parish Council had 
objected to this application. 
Woodruff, Mill Lane: 
Erection of single storey side extension with glazing and bi-fold 
doors. Refused. Parish Council had not objected to this application. 
Meeting Feedback: 
Parish Partnership Panel, 1.9.22. Cllrs Beynon and Carboni had attended this 
meeting, which had focussed mainly on the upcoming Regulation 18 
consultation. Other issues considered were: 
� Police & Crime Commissioner to attend the next meeting of PPP; 
� fly tipping, reported to be the lowest in Kent. No decisions had been taken 

on how to deal further with the issue; 
� the Shared Prosperity Fund proposal, which was awaiting approval. 
Environment: 
(i) Cllr Knights advised that SENE (South East New Energy) was a project to 
assist communities in identifying barriers to achieving decarbonisation. First 



steps were a geospatial survey and economic analysis aimed at both 
residences and businesses to identify energy projects. These would need a 
high community uptake to succeed, but there was no cost to the community 
until a plan was agreed. Councillors agreed to invite a representative of SENE 
to address the next meeting of Council.  
Cllr Wood advised that he had had no satisfactory responses to his enquiries 
of Octopus.  
(ii) Cllr Knights advised that the energy advice sessions offered by Citizens 
Advice were being rapidly booked up. Councillors agreed to arrange a drop-in 
session in Plaxtol village for parishioners. Cllrs Crane and Knights will arrange 
a suitable date and venue. 
(iii) It was reported that there is still some difficulty in arranging for small 
‘handyman’ type jobs to be undertaken in the Parish. It was agreed that the list 
of outstanding jobs would be circulated to Councillors for suggestions as to 
how to resolve the issue. 
Highways & Transport: 
(i) Transport for the South East Strategic Investment Plan. Cllr Carboni 
advised that Boro Cllr Shaw had confirmed that J5 slips had been included in 
the long term plan. Cllr Carboni has responded to the consultation on behalf of 
the Parish Council.  
(ii) Bus services. The Chair reported that c100 residents attended the 
meeting arranged with MP Tom Tugendhat, who was ready to support 
parishioners with any issues arising from the new bus services. The question 
of capacity would be addressed immediately the new school service was in 
operation. With the support of County Cllr Rayner, Cllr Rolls had arranged for 
overhanging trees to be cut back on bus routes to enable double decker bus 
access. The new bus service would continue to be monitored. 
(iii) It was reported that there were overgrown hedges at St Hildas which were 
restricting visibility at the junction with The Street. The Chair will arrange for 
the householders to be contacted to rectify the situation. 
Memorial Hall: 
Cllr French advised that the August meeting had reported stable finances, the 
renewed tenancy at the cottage, and the introduction of an energy surcharge 
on hiring to help offset increased energy costs. There was no decision yet on 
the application to install an electric vehicle charge point. 
Any Other Business: 
(i) Cllr Carboni advised that the street cleaning dates had yet to be 
determined, but that residents would be requested to move their vehicles 
when the dates had been arranged. 
(ii) Cllr Wood advised that a number of public footpaths were overgrown. Cllr 
French will pursue this issue. 
(iii) Cllr Beynon reminded Councillors that he would be making arrangements 
for a stall at the Duck Race to canvass opinion on new playground provision 
and on environmental and energy initiatives.  
Date of Next Meeting:  Monday 3 October 2022 at 8 pm 



      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE AERIAL MAN 
Family run business – Welcome to the Digital Age 

BT VISION ~ AERIAL INSTALLATION 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE ~ SPECIAL RATES FOR OAP’S 
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EMMA PEACOCK 
BSc     MRCPod 

 
HCPC Registered 

Chiropodist/Podiatrist 
Specialising in providing a 
comprehensive foot health 
care service – including the 
treatment of corns, calluses, 
verrucae, ingrown toenails 

and nail surgery 
 
South Park Medical Services 

South Park 
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    FAIRSEAT ESTATES LTD 
    Building & Development 
       -   New build 
       -   Extensions 
       -   Refurbishments 
       -   Planning 
         Call - James Beslee – 07961 395759 
395759   or email - jbeslee@yahoo.com 
 
 

treeservicesltd 
 

All aspects of private and commercial tree work 
undertaken by fully trained and well equipped staff 

 
Fully insured.  Free advice and Estimates 

 
Our services include:- 

Hazard evaluation (Health and Safety checks) 
Cutting back of trees and branches 

Crown reduction and thinning 
Dangerous trees made safe 

Logs and wood chip sold 
Stump removal 
Hedge cutting 

DUNCAN SIMPSON – 01732 810933 
duncan@treeservicesltd.co.uk 

www.treeservicesltd.co.uk 
 

 

 



 



 



 
 

Plough Hill, Basted, Borough Green, TN15 8PS 
 

01732 668619   -   www.ploughatbasted.co.uk 
 

We are a CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) Free House serving a selection of 
fine ales brewed in Kent.  We also serve Tea and Coffee throughout the day. 
Our pub is family friendly and dog friendly.  We regularly cater for groups of 
ramblers and have parking for over 20 cars.  Whether, you're out rambling, 

looking for some beautiful Kentish countryside in which to spend some 
time or just passing by and in need of refreshment we look 

forward to serving you very soon. 
 

OPEN FROM 12noon until LATE EVERYDAY 
 

Anya’s authentic Thai Food 
from 5.30pm every Saturday 

Eat-in or Take-away 
 

x Local Ales and Ciders 
x Lagers & Stouts including Stella & Guinness 

x A wide range of Wines and Spirits 
x Soft Drinks and Mineral Waters 
x Tea and freshly brewed Coffee 

 
Fresh, home cooked food served daily (except Mondays) 
x Home cooked traditional Sunday Roast  -  1,  2 or 3 courses 

x Fresh Fish & Chips every Friday 
x Tasty Steaks and Burgers 
x Bar snacks and Nibbles 
x Sandwiches and Rolls 

x Deep Filled Pies 
 

We can cater for small or large groups, functions, 
parties/celebrations and corporate meetings also. 

Please get in touch to discuss.  



 

 
 



 


