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    FAIRSEAT ESTATES LTD 
    Building & Development 
       -   New build 
       -   Extensions 
       -   Refurbishments 
       -   Planning 
         Call - James Beslee – 07961 395759 
395759   or email - jbeslee@yahoo.com 
 
 

treeservicesltd 
 

All aspects of private and commercial tree work 
undertaken by fully trained and well equipped staff 

 
Fully insured.  Free advice and Estimates 

 
Our services include:- 

Hazard evaluation (Health and Safety checks) 
Cutting back of trees and branches 

Crown reduction and thinning 
Dangerous trees made safe 

Logs and wood chip sold 
Stump removal 
Hedge cutting 

DUNCAN SIMPSON – 01732 810933 
duncan@treeservicesltd.co.uk 

www.treeservicesltd.co.uk 
 

 

 



 



 



 
 

Plough Hill, Basted, Borough Green, TN15 8PS 
 

01732 668619   -   www.ploughatbasted.co.uk 
 

We are a CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) Free House serving a selection of 
fine ales brewed in Kent.  We also serve Tea and Coffee throughout the day. 
Our pub is family friendly and dog friendly.  We regularly cater for groups of 
ramblers and have parking for over 20 cars.  Whether, you're out rambling, 

looking for some beautiful Kentish countryside in which to spend some 
time or just passing by and in need of refreshment we look 

forward to serving you very soon. 
 

OPEN FROM 12noon until LATE EVERYDAY 
 

Anya’s authentic Thai Food 
from 5.30pm every Saturday 

Eat-in or Take-away 
 

x Local Ales and Ciders 
x Lagers & Stouts including Stella & Guinness 

x A wide range of Wines and Spirits 
x Soft Drinks and Mineral Waters 
x Tea and freshly brewed Coffee 

 
Fresh, home cooked food served daily (except Mondays) 
x Home cooked traditional Sunday Roast  -  1,  2 or 3 courses 

x Fresh Fish & Chips every Friday 
x Tasty Steaks and Burgers 
x Bar snacks and Nibbles 
x Sandwiches and Rolls 

x Deep Filled Pies 
 

We can cater for small or large groups, functions, 
parties/celebrations and corporate meetings also. 

Please get in touch to discuss.  



 
PARISH DIARY: DECEMBER 2022 

 
EVERY SUNDAY:  the main morning service at Plaxtol is at 11.00 am  
 
WEEKDAYS  Morning Prayer is normally said in Plaxtol Church at 8.30 am 
 
Thursday 1st 9-11 am Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne 

Church 
7.45 pm Plaxtol W.I. in Memorial Hall (c) 

Saturday 3rd 12-3 pm Plaxtol School Christmas Fair (see 
advert) 

SUNDAY 
2ND Sunday of 
Advent 

4th 8.00 am Holy Communion 
9.30 am Parish Communion at Shipbourne 
11.00 am Family Service with Communion 
 Readings for principal service: 

     Isaiah 11: 1-10 
     Romans 15: 4-13      
     Matthew 3: 1-12 

Monday 5th 8 pm Plaxtol Parish Council 
Thursday 8th 9-11 am Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne 

Church 
SUNDAY  
3RD Sunday of 
Advent 

11th 8.00 am Holy Communion at Shipbourne 
9.30 am Matins at Shipbourne 
11.00 am Parish Communion 
 Readings for principal service: 

     Isaiah 35: 1-10 
     James 5: 7-10 
     Matthew 11: 2-11 

6 pm Friends of Plaxtol Church Carol 
Singing (see advert) 

Monday 12th 7.30 for 8 Plaxtol Mens Society Christmas  
Social in Memorial Hall 

Tuesday 13th 8 pm Plaxtol Local History Group in 
Memorial Hall (see minutes) 

Thursday  15th 9-11 am Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne 
Church 

2.30-4 Coffee Cake & Company ”Christmas 
Tea” in Plaxtol Church 

Friday   Term 2 ends 
Saturday 17th 9.30-11.00 Community Bread Basket in  

Plaxtol Church (see advert) 
3.00 for 
3.15 pm 

“Bethlehem Live” from Fairlawne 
Gate on School Lane to Plaxtol 
Church 



 
SUNDAY 
4th Sunday of 
Advent 

18th 8.00 am  Holy Communion 
9.30 am Family Nativity Service  

at Shipbourne 
10.30 am Refreshments followed by . . .  
11.00 am “Community@11” “Build your own 

Christingle” in Plaxtol Church 
5 pm Carol Service 
 Readings for principal service: 

     Isaiah 7: 10-16 
     Romans 1: 1-7 
     Matthew 1: 18-end 

Tuesday 20th 5 pm “Carols and Sketches” at the Kentish 
Rifleman 

Thursday 22nd 9-11 am Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne 
Church  

Saturday 
Christmas Eve 

24th 5 pm Carol Service at Shipbourne 
11.30 pm Midnight Choral Communion at 

Shipbourne 
Readings 
     Isaiah 52: 7-10 
     Hebrews 1: 1-4 
     John 1: 1-14 

CHRISTMAS  
DAY  

25th 8.00 am Holy Communion at Shipbourne 
9.30 am Family Communion at Shipbourne 
11.00 am Family Communion 
 Reading for principal service: 

     Luke 2: 1-20       
Thursday 29th  NO Farmers’ Market (c) 
 
FROM THE REGISTERS 
Funeral and Burial 
31st October – Gordon V. Coppins 
 

For enquiries about baptisms, weddings, funerals, hospital and home visits, 
 and Holy Communion at home please contact: 

Rector of Shipbourne with Plaxtol – Rev Dr Peter Hayler 
The Rectory, The Street, Plaxtol (opposite the Papermaker’s Arms) 

Telephone:  01732 811081.    Email:  rectorswp@gmail.com 
Normally he takes Friday as a day off except if there is an emergency 

 

  



RECTOR’S LETTER 

Advent and Christmas 
This year Christmas day falls on a Sunday, 
which means that Advent is longest it can be, 
beginning on 27th Nov. As well as our usual 
morning services there will be an Advent Carol 
Service to really get us in the mood for our 
preparations.  
 
This year it’s at Shipbourne at 6pm. 
The Christmas story, or ‘Nativity’, can be told in 
different ways and in many different places. Our ‘Bethlehem Live!’ event 
will have a slightly different twist this year, beginning at the gate to the 
Fairlawne Estate on School Lane (the one by their Lime Tree Avenue) at 
3.15 on Sat 17th, and walking to the church, with songs, a story, Sonny the 
Donkey and refreshments to finish. Come in costume if you like: angels, 
shepherds, wise men (and women) welcome! The morning service at 
Shipbourne on Sunday 18th at 9.30pm will be a Nativity, too. 
 
Many people enjoy a Christingle Service (that is the one where you’re 
given an orange with a ribbon round it, a candle on the top and sweets on 
cocktail sticks). It’s a tradition of the Moravian Church that was adopted by 
the Children’s Society and another way of telling the good news of 
Christmas. Plaxtol will be holding a Christingle on Sunday 18th at 11am. 
 
Carol Services are a real ‘staple’ – if rather more formal. We’ve struggled a 
bit with how to hold these safely, the last couple of years having been rather 
dominated by Covid. We plan to go ahead this year, but who can tell where 
we’ll be in three weeks’ time? Nevertheless: Sunday 18th at Plaxtol, 5pm; 
Christmas Eve (Saturday 24th) at Shipbourne, 5pm. 
 
Last year we tried a new venue for telling the Christmas story, namely the 
Kentish Rifleman, and we’ve been welcomed back: Carols and Sketches 
at 5pm on Tues 20th (Book with the pub if you want to stay for ‘Pie and a 
Pint’.) 
 
The midnight service is always a ‘golden’ moment. This year it will be at 
Shipbourne, beginning at 11.30pm. Mark, our Curate will be preaching 
and celebrating in this his first year as a priest. On Christmas morning, 
since it falls on a Sunday, there will be a ‘said’ service at 8am at 
Shipbourne, and Family Communions at the usual times: 9.30 at 
Shipbourne and 11.00am at Plaxtol. 

Every blessing for a happy Christmas, Peter & Donna. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Christingle service : we hope you 
will Join us at              11.00 

Plaxtol church 
  on Sunday
 December 18th  

 
 
 
to make your own Christingle.  
All ages welcome!   

Bethlehem Live! 
A fresh telling of the Christmas Nativity 

with songs, a story, Sonny the Donkey, and a baby. 
Come in costume – angels, stars, shepherds, magi…   

All Welcome! 
We will begin at Fairlawne Gate, on School Lane, 

and finish at Plaxtol Parish Church with refreshments. 

Saturday 17th December – 3.15pm 

 



 
 
 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING POLICIES 
Can be found using the following link: 

https://www.rochester.anglican.org/safeguarding/guidance-
safeguarding/guidance-policy-statements/ 

Safeguarding Officer for Plaxtol Church is Carol Crossley on 810801 

 
Community Bread Basket…  
invites you to 
‘Potter for Christmas’ 
Saturday 17th Dec – 9:30-11:00 
x Chocolate Yule Log and Mince Pies 
x Singalong to Christmas Carols 
x Write a Christmas message to remember loved ones 

and put it on our parish Christmas tree 
x     Watch local groups decorate church windows scenes 
 

PLAXTOL PLAYTIME 
A group for Mothers, Babies, Toddlers,  

Pre-schoolers and their carers 
Meeting in Plaxtol Church on the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
Join us for a coffee/tea – some play activities and to meet 

other local parents, carers and little ones in the community. £1.00 per family 
There will be NO meeting in December 

 

Next meeting will be 10th January 
 

In Plaxtol Church from 10.00 to 11.30 
Find us at Plaxtol Playtime on Facebook 

 

 
 

COPY DATE FOR JANUARY 2023 
Please note – in order to have the January edition of 
The Plaxtol Herald distributed before Christmas any 

copy received after Tuesday 6th December may 
be held over until the February edition. 

Peter Crossley, Editor and Peter Brewin, Deputy Editor 



 
“CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM AROUND THE VILLAGE” 
 
 

Peter and Carol wish everyone in Dunks Green and Plaxtol a Happy 
Christmas and a safe and healthy 2023! 
 

The Wernekes at Trent Cottage send all our friends and neighbours in 
the village wishes for a Very Merry Christmas and a Joyous New Year!! 
 

John and Elisabeth Cochrane wish their friends and neighbours in 
Plaxtol a Happy Christmas and New Year. 
 

Wishing all my lovely Plaxtol friends and neighbours a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy & Healthy New Year. Penny Court 
 

Gwen wishes her friends in Roughway, Dunks Green and Plaxtol a 
Happy Christmas and good health in 2023. 
 

Anne Shelmerdine and Mike Brewin wish everybody they know in 
Plaxtol a Happy Christmas and a peaceful 2023.   Also donating to NSPCC 
and Cancer Research. 
 

Paul and Lydia Goodson wish all their friends in Plaxtol a very merry 
Christmas and a happy 2023  
 

The Howeson Family wishes everyone in Plaxtol a very Happy 
Christmas and a healthy and peaceful New Year 
 

Wishing neighbours and friends in Plaxtol a happy and healthy 
Christmas and New Year.  Peter and Cathy Russell 
 

The Carbonis wish all their Plaxtol friends a very Happy Christmas and 
a big thank you for their support and kindness throughout the year.  
 



 
PLAXTOL WI DECEMBER 2022
In December Plaxtol WI has several exciting events planned. The first is our 
birthday dinner party with entertainment on Thursday 1st December with the 
theme ‘Tiaras & Pearls’. This is followed by a visit to Borough Market in 
London on Friday 9th December and a performance of The Nutcracker at 
the ENO on Tuesday 20th December.  
Please note that there will be no open meeting on Thursday 1st December 
as the hall is booked for our ticketed party. Our next regular monthly 
meeting will therefore be on Thursday 5th January 2023 at 7.45 when we 
look forward to a talk about ‘Signing’.  
In the meantime we would like to wish all our members and friends a very 
happy Christmas. Further details of our future events can be found in our 
monthly Newsletter.                                            
                                                                                                Libby Cohen 
For membership enquiries, or copy of our newsletter, please contact 
Carolyne Sullivan 810563 
 
PLAXTOL MENS SOCIETY 
Further to the first meeting of our new season reported in last month’s 
Herald we are looking forward to our next meeting on 21st November. 
Our full forward programme for the season is  below. 
Male and female guests and visitors are most welcome to attend (£4 on the 
night) 
Date Speaker  
Nov 21 Luke Harrison, 

Headmaster, Sevenoaks 
Prep 

Trends in Modern Education 

Dec 12 
 

Clare Rowley, 
Headmistress, Plaxtol 
Primary School 

Cocktails + this year’s charity 

2023   
Jan 16 
 

Francis Read 
 

My sailing hobby:  “a life on the 
water” 

Feb 20 
 

Tim Gordon 
 

“Gordon’s Gin – my family 
business to global brand” 

Mar 20 Jim Solomon “Bazalgette’s London Sewers 
and the Thames Tideway 
Upgrade” 

Apr  Annual Dinner 
Jun/Jul  Summer outing 
(Unless otherwise advertised our meetings will be in Plaxtol Memorial hall.) 
 

Peter Brewin, Sec 



 
Shipbourne Farmers Market 20th Anniversary Celebration 

 
 
NOTE THE DATE 16th MAY 2023  (Just after the Coronation !!)  
The venue will be held in a special marquee at the Chaser Inn and will be 
prepared by one of the sons of Shipbourne , Michel Roux ! He and his chefs 
will create a meal using seasonal produce from the Farmers Market.  
Once again, all proceeds will be given to Agricultural charities.  
 
There will be a window for ticket applications early next year and details will 
appear in both the magazine and our weekly Farmers Maret newsletter. (To 
receive our newsletter please log onto www.shipbourne.co.uk and click on 
the blue REMINDER tab)  
 
PS We are hoping to attract sponsors to help us fulfil our charity aims. 
Please email Bob@lodgeoast.co.uk to help   
 

 

 
 
Unfortunately we cannot guarantee that ‘Coronation chicken’ will be served! 

 



DECEMBER AT SHIPBOURNE FARMERS’ MARKET 
Getting into the Christmas spirit.  
The market will be open every Thursday as usual to the run up to Christmas 
and then re-start January 19th 
Thursday 22nd December will also act as our ‘Pick Up’ market.  
On December 8th we shall be visited by Shipbourne School choir to sing 
Christmas carols and on December 15th the Tonbridge Community 
Singers will entertain us with more carols.  
 
What’s New for Christmas :- Locally produced Christmas wreaths are 
already available as are our new Christmas cards designed and printed by 
‘Arty Bee Designs’ (Beth) These will be sold in aid of the St Giles Fabric 
fund. Patisserie Lingaud with her chocolates, Tea 23,.specialising in 
premium loose teas and craft infusions and Moma and Paws Handcraft, 
who specialises in unique Christmas tree decorations.  
 
Turkey : Annabelle has turkeys but obviously they now have to be kept 
indoors. We recommend you order DIRECTLY rather than through our 
Click and Collect system as she will be able to respond quicker if there are 
any supply problems. 
Other meats are fine How about a haunch of venison from Kieron, or 
magnificent roast of beef on the bone, pork, or lamb ? 
For fish lovers smoked salmon, fresh turbot or halibut are available (please 
order directly with Mikey in advance).  
Whatever you choose, buying locally means you are supporting small local 
producers and have the satisfaction of caring for the environment too.  
 
You can use our on-line Click and Collect system to order now and pick up 
any Thursday in December, this not only enables our small producers to 
organize their future workload but also ensures you won’t be disappointed.   
See Debrah’s list of Christmas cakes, Christmas puddings and  mince 
pies, go to www.shipbournfm.co.uk and click on On- line.  
You will also find all sorts of cheeses, nuts and oils (for cooking and 
dressings) vital to make the perfect party. 
We also have locally made quality Christmas presents such as mittens, 
scarves and head gear made by Rosmary from wool provided by her herd 
of alpacas,  Paula not only makes soaps for every occasion but are 
created as works of art.  Or how about one or two of the variety of drinks 
made by our own local Greensand Distillery (we have created a present 
pack containing smaller bottles of spirits plus mixers and other items from 
the Co-operative stall).  
                                                                                          /cont’d . .  



Don’t forget sparkling wine to rival the best in the UK, created by Sanden 
Vinyard or the many varieties of Apple Juice made by Tom (Cannon 
Fruit farm).  To improve your left overs once Christmas day is over, add 
chutneys made by Jayne (Winsford House Produce).  
Stock up with breads and confectionary (not forgetting his ‘foccacia’ 
(sharing and dipping bread) made by Pierre. They all freeze extremely well 
so make sure you have enough to last you through Christmas (to go with 
turkey sandwiches or a bowl of soup !). 
 
 However, you should ORDER IN GOOD TIME to avoid disappointment. If 
you are still stuck for ideas have a word directly with our stallholders, you 
can find their contact details on our web site www.shipbournefm.co.uk   
 
Please note the market will re-open after Christmas on January 19th 

 
PLAXTOL SCHOOL PSA 
Thank you to everyone who came to support Plaxtol Fireworks on 12 
November. 
The School Christmas Fair is on Saturday 3 December, 12-3pm.  There 
will be a Santa's Grotto, a gingerbread house contest, craft stalls, festive 
games, music, mulled wine, refreshments and a raffle.  Raffle tickets are 
available in advance. 
The PSA is also running a Silent Auction in the run up to Christmas - place 
your bids for some amazing prizes!  We are grateful to all the local 
businesses, many Plaxtol based, who have donated prizes.   
https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/plaxtolauction2022 
Thank you to everyone who has put coins into the PSA collection pot in the 
Village Shop - it raised £46.65 last month! 
The PSA wishes everyone in Plaxtol a happy Christmas - thank you for your 
support during 2022. 
 
 
 
 

PLAXTOL NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH – DECEMBER 2022 
SHIPBOURNE: Dunk’s Green Road:  During the early morning of 28th 
October.  Somebody stole a bicycle from a workplace garden. 
BASTED MILL:  Overnight on 28th / 29th October.  Somebody stole copper 
cables from a business site. 
 

 



RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
December 2022 
“SNOWQUEEN” 

 
Summary: 
This is a favourite recipe with my family at Christmas, either as an 
alternative to, or an accompaniment with Christmas pudding, or instead, as 
a delicious dessert at suppertime!  Quick and easy, and can be made well 
before Christmas as it is a frozen dessert. 
Ingredients: 
Half pint double cream   2 tbs brandy 
1 tbs castor sugar   4oz. meringue roughly broken. 
Whisk the cream until stiff, and stir in the brandy and castor sugar.  Fold in 
the broken meringue, taste, and add more sugar if necessary. 
Pour the mixture into a lightly oiled 600ml/1 pint pudding basin or bombe 
mould. 
To freeze: Cover seal and freeze. 
Thaw for 15 minutes in the fridge just before serving 
To serve: Unwrap, unmould, place on a serving dish and decorate with 
raspberries, or sauce Melba then serve straight away. 
 

Sue’s tip…. make sure the mould is oiled well and evenly.  This is far less 
messy to serve than Eton Mess!  And much nicer….!! 
 

Source: M&S Freezer Cook Book  -  Madeleine Fraser 1976 
Sue Lamb 

 
 
WEATHER REPORT - OCTOBER 
The average day temp. was 21.00c, the average night temp. was 9.00c, the 
highest day was Saturday 29th with 25.00c, and the lowest night was 
Monday 10th with 1.00c.  The total rainfall was 91.5mm, the average for the 
last 30 years was 92.85mm, the highest year was October 2000 with 
218mm, the lowest was October 1995 with 20mm,  

  Lionel Stielow 
 



 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 

S. M. GOULD 
Horticultural & Forestry Contractor 

 
Seasoned Firewood – available all year round 

 
8 ton Digger or 2.5 ton Digger  
available for all ground works 

Paddock mowing - rolling - harrowing 
 

Grange Hill Wood Yard,  
Grange Hill, Plaxtol, Kent, TN15 0RG 

 
Tel: (01732) 811060 or 07702 475 321 

Email: logsdirectsevenoaks@hotmail.co.uk 
Website: www.logsdirectsevenoaks.co.uk 

 



 

 
 



 
 
 

Come Street Carol Singing!! 
On Sunday 11th December 

Meet 6.00pm outside Potterarti 
OR 6.00pm at the Spoute 

     Followed by more carols 
at The Papermaker’s Arms 

ALL AGES ARE VERY WELCOME 
Mulled Wine & Mince Pies  

The event is organised by the Friends of Plaxtol Church but all the 
collection money will be in aid of The Heart of Kent Hospice 
For more information, please phone: Kath Barden 810460 

 
 
 

The Friends of Plaxtol Church 

BURNS NIGHT 
Saturday 21st January 2023 

7.00pm 
Plaxtol Memorial Hall 

 
Black Tie or Tartan 

Tickets £30 
on sale from now 

by phone or e-mail from: marian.hemsted@talk21.com 810931 
 
 
 

 



 
PLAXTOL LOCAL HISTORY GROUP NOVEMBER MEETING 2022 
Some Unusual Kent Buildings 
 
Follies, obelisks, memorials, gatehouses and lonely towers were some of 
the unusual subjects of David Carder’s superbly illustrated talk. Our 
speaker is a Member of the Kent Archaeological Society and an Adult 
Education tutor.  
 
First of all was the well-known Bird House in Knole Park, a strikingly black 
and white octagonal folly built in 1761 in Georgian Gothic style.  From an 
1838 photograph of Hadlow tower we saw that this was not a lonely tower 
as we now know it but was part of extensive castle buildings now long 
gone.  Of the six towers also described was the Bofors anti-aircraft gun 
tower at West Malling and the interesting Timeball Tower at Deal. A black 
timeball on its mast was dropped at 1pm GMT precisely so that ships at sea 
could set their clocks accurately. This was used before radio signals. There 
is another time ball on the clock tower at Margate.  
 
The 52ft obelisk at Ramsgate marks the embarkation of George IV to 
Hanover in 1823 resulting in his naming Ramsgate as a royal harbour.  
Another famous obelisk stands at St Margaret at Cliffe as a war memorial to 
the WWI Royal Navy Dover Patrol.  
 
Next, standing out amongst the architecture of Canterbury is the Old 
Synagogue. This was built in the extremely rare Egyptian style in 1847 and 
is the only example in England, now used by Kings School. Sadly, some 
gatehouses are often sandwiched between more modern buildings or 
neglected as is the one at Mereworth Castle dating from 1720.  
 
Lastly, bringing us right up to date, we saw the strange Black Rubber Beach 
House at Dungeness.  This building was originally a fisherman’s house in 
1930 that has since been entirely clad in a rubber casing in 2003 and is 
now used as visitor accommodation.  
There is such a wealth of unusual buildings in Kent which were fluently 
described in this talk with excellent photographs, that it would be worth 
hearing it all again.      V.Dussek 
 
Our last talk of the year will be on Tuesday 13th December at Plaxtol 
Memorial Hall at 8pm when George Buswell will talk on The Medway 
Navigation and the Growth of Tonbridge. 
 
 
 



 

KENT COUNTRY EYE APP 
Country Eye is a free App to users in Kent; it records and disseminates 
information using smartphone technology.  It was designed to help 
communities and residents in Kent to receive information and to report non 
urgent issues quickly and efficiently.  The Country Eye team analyses the 
information and disseminates it as appropriate.  This may include email, 
text or broadcast to other subscriber’s smartphones. 
The Country Eye app identifies the following Categories: 
Animal, Wildlife Crime – Hare Coursing, Poaching, Suspicious 
Behaviour 
Aviation – Low flying Aircraft, Unusual Activity, Suspicious Behaviour 
Farm Crime – Arson, Suspicious Behaviour, Trespass 
Fly Tipping 
Heritage Crime – Metal Detecting, Night Hawking, Off-Roading, 
Suspicious Behaviour 
HGV Watch 
Highways issues. 
Kent Fire & Rescue – Hydrant Reporting and Water Reservoirs and 
Storage on Farms 
Maritime - Suspicious Vessels, Vehicles, Behaviour 
Unlike messaging using Social Media groups, the integrity of information 
from Country Eye has been accepted as evidential by the Crown 
Prosecution Service.  The App is also GDPR compliant. 
Country Eye has links to the following Agencies: 
- Kent Police 
- Kent Fire & Rescue Service 
- K.C.C. Intelligence Unit 
- Special Branch 
- The 13 Borough/District Councils in Kent 
- Kent Heritage Watch 
- Kent Neighbourhood Watch 
- Kent Wildlife Trust 
- HGV Watch 
Sign up is simple; the system requires a contact number, email address and 
postcode.  Personal preferences can be set to enable the location finder 
and the users chosen radius of information. 
Recording information is intuitive; click the camera icon, take an image, 
identify the exact location, fill in the type of crime, whether you have a crime 
number, and any other useful information.  The time and date will be 
automatically recorded. 
Country Eye went live in 2016 and has over 7,500 users, has reported over 
12,000 submissions to various agencies resulting in many arrests. 
Visit https://countryeye.co.uk and follow instructions to download the app.  
 



 
 

 

 
 

Plaxtol Primary School -JOB VACANCIES 
 

Midday Meals Supervisor - Part-time  
 

We are looking for someone to join our friendly team as a midday 
meals supervisor who will work alongside our support staff. 

The main purpose of the role is to supervise our pupils during the 
mealtime period, both indoors and outside, to ensure their wellbeing 
and safety as well as promote their enjoyment of lunchtimes through 

organising and supervising their play. 
The role is for 1 hour 30 minutes per day for a total of 7.5 hours per 

week for 43 weeks per year, plus holiday entitlement. 
The salary is within Kent Range Band 3. 

 
1 -1 Learning Support Assistant – Full or Part-time  

 
We are looking for a committed teaching assistant to work 1-1, 

supporting a child with an EHCP in a Year 1 class.  
Previous experience would be welcomed and some knowledge of 

Makaton useful.  This position can be full or part-time.   
Salary: Kent Range 3 

 
Plaxtol Primary School is committed to Safeguarding and promoting the Welfare of Children. In line 
with safer recruitment practice an enhanced DBS check is required for the successful applicant and 

references will be requested for shortlisted applicants prior to interview. 
Plaxtol School, School Lane, Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent TN15 0QD 

Tel: 01732 810200.  www.plaxtol.kent.sch.uk  Headteacher:  Mrs Claire Rowley  
 
 
 

 



FROM TOM TUGENHAT, MBE, MP 
As we quickly approach the Christmas period I hope everybody has an 
enjoyable time and take a well-earned rest. 
At the time of writing I am working hard both in Government and in 
Tonbridge and Malling to deliver for residents across Plaxtol.  
Since I became an MP in 2015 I have campaigned tirelessly to deliver a 
better train service from Maidstone East, through West Malling and 
Borough Green to London Bridge and Charing Cross.  I am delighted that 
we will finally achieve this before Christmas, with regular trains to London 
Bridge and Charing Cross form (West Malling/Borough Green).  The service 
will operate 6 days a week and will be more frequent than every hour in 
peak times.  The journey time will also be under an hour, a significant 
improvement on what we have at the moment.  The service will start on 
Monday 12 December. 
It will provide a frequent and fast service directly into the heart of London. 
This makes it easier for people visiting London as well as those travelling 
daily for work. 
It was much needed and I am proud that we have delivered this vital 
service.  Since 2009 when the city services were taken away we have been 
without this level of service . I am very pleased to have helped deliver this.  
I will continue to work to deliver service such as this for our community and 
I hope that everybody has an enjoyable Christmas, I know I certainly will be 
enjoying the time with my family. 
 
NOTES FROM PLAXTOL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 7.11.2022 
 
Minutes of meeting held in Plaxtol Parish Church on Monday 7 November 
2022 at 8pm. 
 
Present: Cllrs D Beynon (Chair), M Brewin, M Carboni, M Crane, G 

French, S Knights, S Petter, T Rolls, M Wood; L Thomas 
(Clerk); Boro Cllr W Palmer; Kent County Cllr H Rayner  

 
Apologies: Boro Cllrs T Shaw, M Taylor 
 
Matters raised by the public / County & Borough Councillors 
Kent County Cllr Rayner advised that the full Council had agreed the 
proposed cuts to bus services from February 2023 at a saving of c£2 
million. Support funding for bus services promised by Government earlier in 
the year was now in doubt. Individual bus operators would now have to 
decide which services would be cut. The Community Transport Grant would 
also be affected by budget cuts. KCC’s budget deficit for the year would be 
substantial, with adult and children’s services the most costly provision at 
about 2/3 of budget. More robust budget figures would be available at the 



end of the month. In response to a question, Cllr Rayner advised that any 
environmental targets KCC might have would be secondary to balancing 
the budget. 
Boro Cllr Palmer advised that the Leader of TMBC had reported a 
disappointing level of responses across the Borough to the Regulation 18 
consultation. A mailshot to bring the next consultation, Regulation 19, to 
better public attention was being considered.  
The Chair thanked Cllrs Rayner and Palmer for their input. 
 
Council Matters 
Councillors received a list of proposed meeting dates for 2022, which were 
approved. It was noted that meetings on 3 January and 9 May would take 
place on Tuesdays. The Annual Parish Meeting was scheduled for 24 April 
2023. 

 
Correspondence 
The Chair reported that he had responded to a letter from a parishioner 
regarding carbon reduction initiatives and that the Parish Council would be 
considering these issues in greater detail at the December meeting. 

 
Payments & Finance 
Internal Auditor Report 2021-22.  Councillors received the Internal Audit 
Report for 2021-22 and noted issues had been raised with regard to the 
level of reserves, the Clerk’s annual appraisal and procurement of small 
items.  These issues are being addressed and the Clerk will respond to the 
Internal Auditor accordingly.  Councillors expressed their thanks to Marian 
Hemsted for her hard work and commitment to the audit. 
Councillors approved a £100 donation in response to a request from the 
Samaritans.  Requests for additional funding from West Kent Mediation and 
Heart of Kent Hospice would be reconsidered towards the end of the 
financial year. 
Councillors approved a quote of c£1,500 for repair/refurbishment work.  
A financial statement and bank reconciliation was distributed to members.  
Approval of the following payments was confirmed:         £ 

N Power: street lighting September 2022      74.78 
DefibWarehouse: replacement pads      61.14 
Clerk salary & reimbursements September 2022  725.14 
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The following payments were approved:           £ 
Parochial Church Council: meeting hire, November     36.00 
Cllr Brewin: reimbursement printer cartridges    51.96 
Landscape Services: grounds maintenance Jul-Sep 603.36 
Memorial Hall: hall hire Jul-Sep      83.00 
Streetlights: maintenance contract, 2nd installment 298.93 
Kent County Playing Fields Association: subscription    20.00 
TW Counselling Centre: donation   100.00 
Kenward Trust: donation    100.00 

 
Planning 
Cllr Brewin advised that a response had been made on behalf of the Parish 
Council to TMBC’s Local Plan Regulation 18 consultation.  The response 
had concentrated on the Plan’s failure to address lack of sustainability, 
infrastructure and climate change. Reponses to the individual sites in and 
around the Plaxtol area, including the proposed Borough Green Gardens 
site, also concentrated on these issues.  The Chair thanked Cllr Brewin and 
his team for their work in making a timely response to a complex document. 
Cllr Carboni advised that KCC’s Minerals & Waste Local Plan consultation 
contained minor changes and that he would make an appropriate response. 
Planning Applications 
Parish Council decisions 
Councillors noted that responses in respect of the following had been made 
to TMBC since the October meeting: 

Mobile At Brookside Farm, Bourne Lane  
Lawful Development Certificate Existing: use of a building as an 
independent dwelling house and the use of the land as ancillary garden and 
parking area. Parish Council did not comment on this application as the 
mobile had been in situ since 2005. 

Green Woodpecker Cottage, 10 St Hilda’s 
Erection of two storey oak framed garage with workshop space following 
demolition of existing garage.  Objection. The proposed new building 
would be considerably larger than the existing one and would be 
dominating and overbearing for the location.  
 



Councillors considered the following applications: 
Daltons Farm, The Street  
Leylandii tree left hand side driveway : section fell to ground level. The tree 
is of low amenity value and has become too big for its surroundings. No 
objection. 

Pennyhaugh Cottage, The Street  
Mature Beech- Reduce crown to previous reduction points (15%) as a 
measure of maintenance for the tree and to keep it a suitable size for the 
surrounding area. Councillors agreed that a response should be made in 
line with the Tree Warden’s report when it came available. 

 
TMBC decisions 
10 Bourne Vale 
Double storey side extension, single storey rear extension, loft conversion 
and front porch. Granted permission. Parish Council had not objected to 
this application. 

24 St Hildas, Plaxtol  
Two storey front and single storey side extensions. Granted permission. 
Parish Council had not objected to this application. 

Former Agricultural Building East Of Cage House, Long Mill Lane  
Demolition of the existing agricultural buildings and erection of a detached 3 
bed dwelling. Granted permission. Parish Council had not objected to this 
application. 

Golding Farm Cottage, Crowhurst Lane 
Proposed re-modeling of the existing annexe to include demolition of the 
existing first floor and insert a new single storey link addition to connect it to 
the main house. Granted permission. Parish Council had not objected to 
this application. 

The Oast House, The Street 
T 1- Holly tree - section fell, leaving stump as low as possible (tree in 
decline) T 2- Conifer - section fell, leaving stump as low as possible 
(causing damage to drive way). No objection. Parish Council had not 
objected to this application. 
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Salmons Farm, Long Mill Lane  
Erection of a traditional style greenhouse. Granted permission. Parish 
Council had not objected to this application. 
 
The Grange, Grange Hill  
Minor alterations to two rooms to the 19th Century stables to include an 
addition of a sympathetic stepped portico entrance doorway to the Gun 
room east elevation, with utilitarian fitted joinery and new conservation 
rooflight. New ancillary kitchen to the ground floor of the two-storey cottage 
with change to an existing door swing. Replacement of softwood parquet 
flooring with hardwood parquet flooring. Granted permission. Parish 
Council had not objected to this application. 
 
Stable House, Allens Lane 
Erection of double garage. Granted permission. Parish Council had not 
objected to this application. 

St Michaels Cottage, The Street   
Loft conversion and installation of dormer to rear elevation. Granted 
permission. Parish Council had not objected to this application.  
 
Meeting Feedback 
KALC, 13.10.22. The Chair advised that the meeting had consisted mainly 
of a presentation and Q&A session on the Local Plan from the Leader of 
TMBC, Matt Boughton, who advised that TMBC were still lobbying 
Government for a reduction in housing numbers. This was followed by the 
AGM and the appointment of officers. 
Parish Partnership Panel, 3.11.22. The Chair advised that the meeting had 
focussed on a discussion with the Police & Crime Commissioner regarding 
strategic issues. He advised that the 101 call service was under review to 
improve efficiency and that the future focus would be on more 
neighbourhood policing. 
 
Environment 
It was confirmed that the Citizens Advice energy advice sessions would be 
held at the Papermakers Arms on Monday 28 November at 11am. The 
session would consist of an information talk and Q&A session. There would 
also be opportunities for individual (one to one) advice to be given. The 
event will be promoted via posters, the website and Facebook pages. 
It was confirmed that the litter picking event would go ahead on Saturday 26 
November. TMBC would be providing equipment and would arrange for 



rubbish to be collected. The event would close with refreshments at the 
Parish Church. The Council agreed a donation of £50 to cover the costs. 
Details would be published on the website and Facebook pages. 
Recreation Grounds 
Cllr Knights advised that a recent inspection of the river and river bank 
through the Spoute Recreation Ground had revealed the need for 
maintenance work to improve the health of the river bank and flow of the 
river. Councillors agreed that a sum would be set aside for this work in next 
year’s budget. 

 
Memorial Hall 
Cllr French advised that the Memorial Hall committee had signalled the 
impact of energy price increases on the Hall, with a possible increase in 
hire charges to compensate. The front doors to the Hall also needed to be 
replaced at a considerable sum. Councillors agreed to consider a 
contribution towards the cost of replacing the doors. 
 
Highways & Transport 
Cllr Carboni advised that street cleaning had not been satisfactorily 
completed but that TMBC were not proposing further cleansing work at this 
stage. Parishioners who are concerned about the lack of cleaning are 
advised to contact TMBC direct. 
Cllr Rolls advised that the proposed cuts to bus services had been 
approved by KCC. A meeting would be set up with other affected parishes 
once the bus operators had considered their options and the full 
implications of the cuts are known. 
Cllr Knights advised that emergency work to St Hildas bus stop had been 
undertaken to remove vegetation which was impeding vehicle sight lines. 
Consideration would be given to the removal of a laurel, which was creating 
difficulties for bus drivers in seeing the bus stop.  
It was reported that an unnotified emergency closure had taken place in 
School Lane on 19 October, impacting the school and nursery. KCC 
Highways had been contacted regarding the difficulties short notice 
closures create with a view to amending their processes so that affected 
parishioners could be informed and updated, especially where unexpected 
closures affect school buses or the school run. 
 
Date of Next Meeting: 
Monday 5 December at 8 pm 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

East Peckham Osteopaths 
Anthony Picknett and Louise James 

 

Children’s clinic, sports injuries and all muscle and joint problems  

23 Old Road, East Peckham. TN12 5AR   Tel: 01622 873481 
 

 

PLAXTOL MEMORIAL HALL 
Available for club meetings, children’s parties 

private functions, wedding receptions 
For bookings: ring Lizzie Hill on 811478 

or email:  nevishill@googlemail.com 
 

 

 

KEMSING WATER SOFTENERS 
Ten Year Guarantee 

Drinking Water Systems 
‘Exchange’ Softeners - Free Fitting 

‘Harveys’ block salt, Tablets and Granules 
Free comprehensive survey and after sales service 

01732 760471 
www.kemsingsofteners.co.uk 

 

 

  

 

Internal Alterations and 
Refurbishments 

Extensions, Conversions, 
Bathrooms 

Replacement Kitchens 
Tel – 01732 884036 

www.joseph-pcl.com 
 

     Mobiles – 07884 490664 
        or 07831 204113 

Website – www.joseph-pcl.com 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                          Visit us in the shop to browse our pottery selection or buy  
                                          takeaway kits to enjoy at home.  Perfect for a gift, a family  
                                          experience, or to discover a new hobby! 
 
 
                                          Or check out our selection of workshops to craft your own  
                                          pottery or join us for a cheeky glass of Prosecco while you  
                                          paint! 
 
 
                                          To make enquiries or book a session: 
                                          Email: hello@potterarti.co.uk       or call: 01732 753416 
 



 



      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE AERIAL MAN 
Family run business – Welcome to the Digital Age 

BT VISION ~ AERIAL INSTALLATION 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE ~ SPECIAL RATES FOR OAP’S 

         PLAXTOL 
              01732 883542 

 

 

 

 

 

EMMA PEACOCK 
BSc     MRCPod 

 
HCPC Registered 

Chiropodist/Podiatrist 
Specialising in providing a 
comprehensive foot health 
care service – including the 
treatment of corns, calluses, 
verrucae, ingrown toenails 

and nail surgery 
 

South Park Medical 
Services 

South Park 
Sevenoaks, Kent 

TN13 1ED 
 

01732 742529 

  



 

 
 
 



 


