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THE AERIAL MAN 
Family run business – Welcome to the Digital Age 

BT VISION ~ AERIAL INSTALLATION 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE ~ SPECIAL RATES FOR OAP’S 

         PLAXTOL 
              01732 883542 

 

 

 

 

 

EMMA PEACOCK 
BSc     MRCPod 

 
HCPC Registered 

Chiropodist/Podiatrist 
Specialising in providing a 
comprehensive foot health 
care service – including the 
treatment of corns, calluses, 
verrucae, ingrown toenails 

and nail surgery 
 

South Park Medical 
Services 

South Park 
Sevenoaks, Kent 

TN13 1ED 
 

01732 742529 

  



 

    FAIRSEAT ESTATES LTD 
    Building & Development 
       -   New build 
       -   Extensions 
       -   Refurbishments 
       -   Planning 
          Call - James Beslee – 07961 395759 
    or email – james@fairseatestates.co.uk 

                www.fairseatestates.co.uk 
 

treeservicesltd 
 

All aspects of private and commercial tree work 
undertaken by fully trained and well equipped staff 

 

Fully insured.  Free advice and Estimates 
 

Our services include:- 
Hazard evaluation (Health and Safety checks) 

Cutting back of trees and branches 
Crown reduction and thinning 

Dangerous trees made safe 
Logs and wood chip sold 

Stump removal 
Hedge cutting 

DUNCAN SIMPSON – 01732 810933 
duncan@treeservicesltd.co.uk 

www.treeservicesltd.co.uk 
 

 

 



 



 
PARISH DIARY: JANUARY 2023 

 
EVERY SUNDAY:  the main morning service at Plaxtol is at 11.00 am  
 
WEEKDAYS  Morning Prayer is normally said in Plaxtol Church at 8.30 am 
 
SUNDAY 
NEW YEARS  
DAY; Naming & 
Circumcision of 
Christ 

1st 8.00 am Holy Communion 
9.30 am Parish Communion at Shipbourne 
11.00 am Family Service with Communion 
 Readings for principal service: 

     Numbers 6: 22-end 
     Galatians 4: 4-7   
     Luke 2: 15-21 

Tuesday 4th  Plaxtol School Term  3 starts 
Thursday 5th 7.45 pm Plaxtol W.I. in Memorial Hall 
SUNDAY  
1st of Epiphany  
& Baptism of 
Christ 

8th 8.00 am Holy Communion at Shipbourne 
9.30 am Matins at Shipbourne 
9.30 am  Children and Communion  

preparation at Plaxtol  
11.00 am Parish Communion at Plaxtol 
11.00 am Forest Church at Shipbourne 
 Readings for principal service: 

     Isaiah 42: 1-9 
     Acts 10: 34-43 
     Matthew 3: 13-end 

Monday 9th 8 pm Plaxtol Parish Council 
Tuesday 10th 10-11.30 Plaxtol Playtime in Plaxtol Church 

8 pm Plaxtol Local history Group in 
Memorial Hall 

SUNDAY 
2nd Sunday of 
Epiphany 

15th 8.00 am  Holy Communion 
9.30 am Parish Communion at Shipbourne 
10.30 am Refreshments followed by . . .  
11.00 am “Community@11” in Plaxtol Church 
 Readings for principal service: 

     Isaiah 49: 1-7 
     1 Corinthians 1: 1-9 
     John 1: 29-42 

Monday 16th 7.30 for 8 Plaxtol Men’s Society in  
Memorial Hall 



 
Thursday 19th 9-11 am Farmers’ Market RESTARTS in 

Shipbourne Church 
2.30 -4 Coffee Cake & Company  

in Plaxtol Church  
Saturday 21st 7 pm Burns Night in Plaxtol Memorial Hall 

(see advert) 
SUNDAY 
3RD Sunday of 
Epiphany  

22nd 8.00 am Holy Communion at Shipbourne 
9.30 am Family Service at Shipbourne 
11.00 am Parish Communion 
 Readings for principal service: 

     Isaiah 9: 1-4 
     1 Corinthians 1: 10-18 
     Matthew 4: 12-23       

Thursday 26th 9-11 am Farmers’ Market in Shipbourne 
Church 

SUNDAY 
4h Sunday of 
Epiphany 

29th 8.00 am Holy Communion 
9.30 am Holy Communion (1662+hymns) at 

Shipbourne 
11.00 am Morning Worship 
6 pm Benefice Choral Evensong 
 Readings for principal service: 

     1 Kings 17: 8-16 
     1 Corinthians 1: 18-end 
     John 2: 1-11 

 
 
FROM THE REGISTERS 
Service of Celebration 
Dec 1st – Jean Eileen Williams  
 
 

For enquiries about baptisms, weddings, funerals, hospital and home visits, 
 and Holy Communion at home please contact: 

Rector of Shipbourne with Plaxtol – Rev Dr Peter Hayler 
The Rectory, The Street, Plaxtol (opposite the Papermaker’s Arms) 

Telephone:  01732 811081.    Email:  rectorswp@gmail.com 
Normally he takes Friday as a day off except if there is an emergency 

 

  



PARISH SAFEGUARDING POLICIES 
Can be found using the following link: 

https://www.rochester.anglican.org/safeguarding/guidance-
safeguarding/guidance-policy-statements/ 

Safeguarding Officer for Plaxtol Church is Carol Crossley on 810801 

 
PLAXTOL PLAYTIME 

A group for Mothers, Babies, Toddlers,  
Pre-schoolers and their carers 

Meeting in Plaxtol Church on the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
Join us for a coffee/tea – some play activities and to meet 

other local parents, carers and little ones in the community. £1.00 per family 
Next meeting 10th January 

In Plaxtol Church from 10.00 to 11.30 
Find us at Plaxtol Playtime on Facebook 

 

 
COPY DATE FOR FEBRUARY HERALD is 10th January  

 
Please send anything for inclusion in the Plaxtol Herald to the Editor Peter 

Crossley at crossley.wellington@outlook.com (810801)  
AND to the Deputy Editor Peter Brewin at pbrewin@gmail.com (810361) 

 
Anything received after that date may be held over to the March edition.  

 
 

PASTORAL PRINCIPLES FOR LIVING TOGETHER 
 
Plaxtol Church in November and December displayed  “Pastoral Principles 
for Living Together”. These 6 principles were drafted by the Church of 
England panel as the basis for the course “Living in Love and Faith”. 
Several of us enjoyed this in Lent 2021.  
The main theme of the course was the importance of Love and Acceptance, 
not least on the issue of LGBT. 
The 6 principles displayed were: 
x acknowledge PREJUDICE 
x speak into SILENCE 
x address IGNORANCE 
x cast out FEAR 
x admit HYPOCRISY 
x pay attention to POWER 
 



RECTOR’S LETTER 
 
New Year – Priority for Prayer 
 
As another year dawns I have in many different 
ways sensed a new priority for prayer – both for 
myself and for the church. Prayer is a collective 
term for the many different ways in which we raise 
our souls and bodies to God. It can be individual 
and corporate; it can be noisy and silent; in can use words or refrain from 
doing so altogether.  
Prayer is necessary – like the beating heart or the breathing lungs of the life 
of faith; without prayer we asphyxiate! It’s easy to be distracted from prayer 
in the busy lives we all lead, so priorities need to set, and time set aside. 
For Anglicans, prayer is most often a formal thing, with books and hymns 
and readings. Consequentially some people feel less comfortable or less 
confident when prayer is extempore, and even silence can feel threatening. 
But unless these things are embraced, they will never be normalised, and 
without learning to be still, we may never learn to hear God… and, of 
course, prayer is very definitely a two-way communication. 
So, this year we are going to begin putting new time aside for prayer, calling 
these new 30-minutes session ‘Still Small Voice’ - see (1 Kings 19:12). 
Sunday 8th January – 11am (after the morning service) at St Giles 
Shipbourne; 
Sunday 8th January – 10am (before the morning service) at Plaxtol Church. 
Please consider setting a new priority for prayer and, if you think these 
sessions might be a helpful encouragement, you would be most welcome. 
I’ve often said that being Anglican means being part of something bigger. 
As well as our parish and our benefice of two parishes, we are part of 
Shoreham Deanery. The Benefice of Eynsford, Farningham and 
Lullingstone, at the North end of our Deanery is now in vacancy and, 
because we now have two priests in our benefice, we have offered to share 
resources once per month. If Mark or I are not in church on Sundays, and 
not away for other reasons, it may be that we’re away helping in the North 
of the Deanery. Please pray for us and for them as we seek to help in this 
way.    

Peter Hayler, Rector 
 
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 2022 
Thanks to our generous donors and volunteer helpers, the Royal British 
Legion Poppy Appeal in Plaxtol, Shipbourne and Hadlow raised over £8000 
this year, towards its vital work supporting veterans and their families. 
Your local Poppy Appeal Organisers are Sean & Anne Waddingham 
(gghamlet@outlook.com or 01732 850038) 



 
 
PLAXTOL MENS SOCIETY - NOVEMBER MEETING 
The second meeting of our autumn series was held on Monday 21st 
November. Our speaker was local resident Luke Harrison, Headmaster of 
Sevenoaks Prep School, co-educational for boys and girls aged 2 to 13. 
Luke used his career story as the basis for his subject “Trends in 
Education”. 
Having started at Plaxtol playschool and Primary School Luke really was a 
Local Resident. He had followed that by 6 years as a pupil at Sevenoaks 
Prep, then on to Tonbridge School.  His first degree at Univ Surrey had 
been in English and Drama; he had followed up with a teaching diploma at 
Exeter. 
At each stage Luke highlighted teachers who had inspired him. Yes 
Teaching Method had been important, but kindness, patience and care for 
pupils had been equally formative. 
Luke was somewhat amused that he was now old enough to be teaching 
the very children of pupils he had formerly taught!. 
The novelty and creativity of children continued to amaze him, and he was 
deeply concerned that examination results and curriculum pressures should 
not be permitted to curb this. In this respect the independent sector had 
more flexibility than the State sector. In Luke's opinion teachers needed 
more time and less bureaucracy. 
Covid had presented severe challenges; many colleagues had found 
teaching on Zoom to a class of 20 very difficult. Children were still 
recovering from their forced isolation, particularly 5-8 year olds.   
Careers: in the past children had aspired to “be” something eg. a vet, a 
policemen. The world is changing rapidly; now children aspired to Do My 
Own Thing, to be their Own Boss, not to “work in an office”. Dad: “In his 
career I expect my son to follow in my footsteps”. Luke: “Do you enjoy your 
job?” “No, I hate it”. “Why then would you want your son to follow you?” 
Teachers in primary tended to cover several subjects, this was arguably 
healthier educationally than secondary where teachers tended to be single 
subject.  Children should come out of our education widely capable, equally 
able to rewire a plug as to list dates of Tudor Kings.  
Luke ended by emphasising the important role of grandparents.  
 
Our January meeting will be on Monday 16th January 7.30 for 8. As before 
liquid refreshments including wine will be available before the meeting 
proper. Our speaker will be Francis Read of Shipbourne who will speak on 
“The Battle of Trafalgar from a Sailing Perspective”.  
New members, guests and visitors most welcome.  

Peter Brewin, Sec 
 
 



 
PLAXTOL WI JANUARY 2023 
Happy New Year to all our members and friends!   
 
December 2022 was an active month for us in the WI with two fascinating 
trips to London and a brilliant birthday party.  
 
Our next regular meeting is on Thursday 5th January 2023 at 7.45 when 
we look forward to a talk about Signing by Harriet Mckenzie-Donovan.    
Further details of our future events can be found in our monthly Newsletter. 
                                                                                                  Libby Cohen 
For membership enquiries, or copy of our newsletter, please contact 
Carolyne Sullivan 810563 
 

The Friends of Plaxtol Church 

BURNS NIGHT 
Saturday 21st January 2023 

7.00pm 
Plaxtol Memorial Hall 

 
Black Tie or Tartan 

Tickets £30 
on sale from now 

by phone or e-mail from: marian.hemsted@talk21.com 810931 

 
WEATHER REPORT - NOVEMBER 
The average day temp. was15.50c, the average night temp. was 5.50c, the 
highest day was Sunday 13th with 18.50c, the lowest night was Tuesday 
22nd   with – 1.00c, the total rainfall was 230mm, with an average over the 
last 30 years of 85.5mm, the highest month was November 2009 with 
242.5mm and the lowest month was November 2021 with 15.5mm. 
                                                                                   Lionel Stielow. 



RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
January 2023 

PUMPKIN SOUP 
 
 

Some of you may already have your own recipe for this lovely seasonal dish, if not, do try it 
out, it’s easy to make and quite delicious and warming….. 
Ingredients: 
1½ lb pumpkin cut into large chunks 1 tbsp. sunflower oil 
2 tbs butter    1 large onion sliced 
1 lb sliced potatoes   1pint vegetable stock 
A good pinch of grated nutmeg  1 tsp chopped, fresh tarragon 
1 pint milk    1-2 tsp. lemon juice 
Salt and freshly ground pepper. 
Method: 
Heat the oil and butter in a heavy-based saucepan and fry the onion for 4-5 minutes over a 
gentle heat until soft but not browned, stirring frequently.  Add the pumpkin and sliced 
potatoes, stir well, then sweat over a low heat for about 10 minutes until the vegetables are 
almost tender, stirring occasionally to stop them sticking to the pan.  Stir in the stock, 
nutmeg, tarragon, and seasoning.  Bring to the boil and then simmer for about 10 minutes 
until the vegetables are completely tender. 
Allow to cool slightly, then pour into a food processor or blender until smooth.  Pour back 
into a CLEAN SAUCEPAN and add the milk.  Heat gently, and then taste; adding the lemon 
juice and extra seasoning if necessary. 
Serve piping hot, with a few fresh croutons on the top if desired ……. !! 
 

Source:  The SOUP BIBLE  -  Debra Mayhew   Sue Lamb 
 
 

PLAXTOL PLAYERS – THANK YOU! 
The Plaxtol Players wish to thank our friends, neighbours and extended community for their 
enthusiastic support and appreciation, and to wish you all a very Happy Holiday. Your sold-
out attendance at our two performances of “Salty Flowers” in November is deeply 
appreciated and inspires us to keep you entertained on a regular basis. 
After a long fallow period, the floodgates, and the floodlights, are again open and fully 
operational. We are currently preparing a festive Quiz Night to take place on March 18 and 
are beginning to plan our next full-scale production for 2023-24. 
Further details about the Players are available on the Players website, plaxtolplayers.co.uk, 
along with information on our history, upcoming events, and a gallery of photos from the 
1950s to the present.  
Our village has grown and changed continuously over the seven decades the Players have 
been in existence. With more and more young families living here, we have a great 
opportunity to bring a wider age-range to the stage…and behind the scenes. We would love 
to have you join us in some way and warmly encourage you to contact us via our website, or 
at info@plaxtolplayers.com        
 



 
 

Plough Hill, Basted, Borough Green, TN15 8PS 
 

01732 668619   -   www.ploughatbasted.co.uk 
 

We are a CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) Free House serving a selection of 
fine ales brewed in Kent.  We also serve Tea and Coffee throughout the day. 
Our pub is family friendly and dog friendly.  We regularly cater for groups of 
ramblers and have parking for over 20 cars.  Whether, you're out rambling, 

looking for some beautiful Kentish countryside in which to spend some 
time or just passing by and in need of refreshment we look 

forward to serving you very soon. 
 

OPEN FROM 12noon until LATE EVERYDAY 
 

Anya’s authentic Thai Food 
from 5.30pm every Saturday 

Eat-in or Take-away 
 

x Local Ales and Ciders 
x Lagers & Stouts including Stella & Guinness 

x A wide range of Wines and Spirits 
x Soft Drinks and Mineral Waters 
x Tea and freshly brewed Coffee 

 
Fresh, home cooked food served daily (except Mondays) 
x Home cooked traditional Sunday Roast  -  1,  2 or 3 courses 

x Fresh Fish & Chips every Friday 
x Tasty Steaks and Burgers 
x Bar snacks and Nibbles 
x Sandwiches and Rolls 

x Deep Filled Pies 
 

We can cater for small or large groups, functions, 
parties/celebrations and corporate meetings also. 

Please get in touch to discuss. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
INFORMATION REGARDING CAR CRIME 

 
Did you know that – in the UK – a car is stolen on average every ten minutes?  Whilst we 
can't always prevent it there are simple steps we can all take to reduce our chances of 
becoming a victim of car crime. 
1. Leave your car locked:  A simple mistake that can prove calamitous:  44% of cars were 

broken into via an unlocked door.  Leave your car well-lit:  80% of car crime occurs 
during the evening or at night.  Parking near street lamps or in a busy area can deter 
thieves. 

2. Leave your car empty:  Owners often forget that personal belongings within the car 
are at as much risk of being stolen as the car itself. 

TOP TIPS TO KEEP YOUR CAR SAFE: 
Following 3 simple steps (leave your car locked, well-lit, and empty) will help to keep 
your car safe, but there are further steps you could take: 
x Store car ownership information at home, not in your car. 
x Secure number plates with anti-theft screws available from car accessory stores. 
x Keep your car keys out of sight in your home. 
x When parking in a car park, look for a ‘Park Mark’ (parkmark.co.uk) indicating the car 

park meets recognised security levels. 
x Fit locking, anti-tamper wheel nuts to secure alloy wheels. 
x Secure items outside of your vehicle.  Anything left on roof-racks, tailgate racks, 

holiday top boxes or in tool chests are easily stolen when the vehicle is parked.  The use 
of cable locks, padlocks and self-locking tools chests, which are secured to the vehicle, 
makes them more secure, but still, don’t leave things in them if you can avoid it. 

CATALYTIC CONVERTER THEFT: 
Catalytic converters are targeted because of the precious metals that they are made with, 
namely rhodium, platinum and palladium.  Thieves simply cut the catalytic converter from 
the exhaust pipe of a parked car and sell them on to scrap metal dealers.  Taller vehicles 
are more vulnerable as the catalytic converters are easier to access. 
To reduce the risk of having your catalytic converter stolen you could: 
1. Purchase anti-theft products such as “Catloc”. 
2. Park to restrict access to the underneath of the car. 
3. Ask your dealer to weld the catalytic converter to the car. 
4. Fit a tilt alarm. 
5. Register your converter and mark it with a forensic marker, which will make it harder 

for thieves to dispose of. 
KEYLESS CAR THEFT: 
Keyless car theft – also known as relay theft – is relatively simple.  With a relay amplifier and 
a relay transmitter, a thief can detect whether the car has keyless entry.  Working in pairs 
they identify a house with a car parked nearby and one person stands by the car with a 
transmitter, while a second waves an amplifier around the perimeter of the house.  If the car 
key is close enough the amplifier will detect its signal, amplify it, and send it to the 
accomplice’s transmitter.  This transmitter then effectively becomes the key, and tricks the 



car into thinking the real key is nearby.  The thieves can then open the car, get in and drive 
away. 
The whole process can take as little as 60 seconds and can be completed in near 
silence. 
TOP TIPS TO AVOID KEYLESS THEFT: 
To avoid keyless car theft:  remember:  DISTANCE – SIGNAL - STEERING WHEEL. 
x KEEP KEYS A SAFE DISTANCE FROM THE CAR:  Keeping keys far away from doors 

and windows.  This will minimise the chances a thief will be able to find and amplify the 
key’s signal and is general good practice. 

x BLOCK OR TURN OFF THE SIGNAL:  Consider purchasing a Faraday pouch to keep 
your car key in.  These pouches contain signal-blocking materials that stop your key 
transmitting its code, preventing crooks from being able to detect and amplify the signal.  
Check your manual or speak to your dealer to find out if your key can be switched off 

x STEERING WHEEL LOCK:  Consider using a steering wheel lock, a driveway parking 
post, or even a wheel clamp. 

PROTECT YOUR MOTORCYCLE, MOPED or SCOOTER: 
To protect you motorcycle, moped or scooter:  remember:  LOCK - CHAIN - COVER. 
x LOCK: use a disc lock to help secure the front brake disc, or a grip lock to secure the 

brake and throttle controls.  You could also use a D lock on the front wheel to stop it 
being wheeled away. 

x CHAIN:  Use a chain lock through the back wheel (the front wheel can be removed).  
Chain your bike to something heavy, even when in a garage.  You can fit specific 
attachments to lock your bike to at home. 

x COVER:  Thieves often ‘shop’ for particular bike models.  Using a cover instantly makes 
it less attractive to them.  A cover also provides another time consuming obstacle for the 
thief. 

Further tips: 
x Set its alarm if it has one. 
x Use a designated motorcycle parking place with a stand and security loop if you can. 
x Mark your motorbike with its vehicle identification number. 
x Add a ‘kill switch’ which prevents the start button from working unless pressed. 
x Never leave loose items such as helmets or other possessions with your bike. 
 

 
HELP NEEDED FOR CHURCH FINANCIAL YEAR END REVIEW 
 
We are still looking for someone to act as 'Independent Examiner' to 
review the Church's year end accounts. 
This doesn't require a full audit so someone with relevant financial 
experience, but not necessarily a qualified accountant, would be ideal. 

For further information please contact: 
Graham Shewell at: plaxtolchurchtreasurer@gmail.com or Tel: 

811373 
 



NOTES FROM PLAXTOL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 8.12.2022 
 
Minutes of meeting held in Plaxtol Memorial Hall on Monday 5 December 2022 at 8pm. 
 
Present: Cllrs D Beynon (Chair), M Brewin, M Carboni, M Crane, G French, S 

Knights, S Petter, T Rolls, M Wood; L Thomas (Clerk); County Cllr H 
Rayner; 5 members of the public  

 
Apologies: Boro Cllrs W Palmer, T Shaw, M Taylor 
 
The meeting was preceded by a presentation from the South East New Energy Project. 
Councillors expressed their thanks to Alex Templeton for the presentation, which was 
discussed at item 8 below. 
 
Matters raised by the public / County & Borough Councillors 
A member of the public raised the issue of the revised application to Dux Farm buildings 
which had recently been notified. The Clerk advised that the Council was in correspondence 
with TMBC regarding the revisions and the shortness of the consultation periods for 
residents. TMBC had so far failed to inform the Parish Council of the changes and this was 
being pursued. Interested parties would be advised of the outcome as soon as possible. 
A member of the public was present to discuss planning application TM/22/02433/FL and to 
advise that this was a retrospective application and that no further alterations were being 
proposed. 
Two members of the public were present to request that the Parish Council give 
consideration to planning for an event to celebrate the coronation in May 2023 as this would 
be a unique event in the lives of parishioners. Grant funding was likely to be available. The 
Chair advised that the Council would be considering funding for a coronation event as part 
of next year’s budget considerations. 
The Chair thanked the members of the public for their contributions. 
PCSO Thomas advised that crime figures had reported a burglary at the cricket pavilion. 
Police were also aware of issues with motorbike nuisance around Plaxtol village. PCSO 
Thomas further advised that Kent Police would be re-organising and reducing the number of 
PCSOs from June next year and that he would consequently no longer be working for 
Tonbridge & Malling Borough. Councillors expressed their regret at losing PCSO Thomas 
and their gratitude and thanks for his hard work in the area. 
County Cllr Rayner advised that there would be a large budget reduction at KCC for the 
coming year. Reductions in staff and assets had already taken place and legal and 
highways services were to be reorganised in the coming months. It was hoped to reduce a 
predicted budget deficit of £60 million in the current year to £30 million. Savings of £150 
million to next year’s budget would be required. Further significant cuts to bus services were 
likely with child season tickets a possible target. Savings would also be made on child and 
adult services. A minimum 5% rise in Council Tax was to be expected, although this would 
not make up the shortfall. 
The Chair thanked Cllr Rayner for his report. 
 



Planning 
This item was moved up the agenda for the benefit of the members of public present. 
(i) Planning applications.  
Councillors noted that an appeal had been lodged in respect of TMBC’s refusal to grant 
planning application TM21/02419/FL, Caterways Cottage. 
Councillors noted, as above, that significant changes to the application at Dux Farm 
buildings, TM/22/00543/FL, had been received. Correspondence was in train with TMBC 
regarding the lateness of these changes and the shortened consultation periods of 14 days 
which had been imposed. It was likely that an extraordinary meeting to consider the changes 
would need to be held before Christmas. 
Parish Council decisions 
Councillors noted that responses in respect of the following had been made to TMBC since 
the 7 November meeting: 
Daltons Farm, The Street 
Leylandii tree left hand side driveway : section fell to ground level. The tree is of low amenity 
value and has become too big for its surroundings. No objection. 
Pennyhaugh Cottage, The Street 
Mature Beech- Reduce crown to previous reduction points (15%) as a measure of 
maintenance for the tree and to keep it a suitable size for the surrounding area. No 
objection. 
Councillors considered the following applications: 
16 St Hildas, Plaxtol 
Proposed first floor end extension and rear roof dormer with associated alterations. The 
Parish Council objects to this application due to its size and bulk and consequent 
domination of the street scene and landscape. 
Land East Of Betenson Cottages, School Lane 
Proposed change of use of land for the siting of 1 x glamping pod for use for tourist 
purposes. The Parish Council objects to this application on the grounds of inappropriate 
development in the Green Belt and AONB, access and impact on neighbouring properties. 
Cheriton, The Street 
Proposed two storey extension to front, new car port and PV panels to South  
Elevation. No objection. 
Cob Orchard, Tree Lane  
2 x Sweet Chestnut - Remove all low epicormic growth from around the base. No objection. 
Crouchers Cottage, Roughway Lane 
Retrospective application for Infill extension and alterations to existing two storey rear 
extension and link with in or differences to that approved under 15/03517/FL. No objection. 
Unit 1 Landway Farm, Basted Lane 
Installation of 3 dormers to the west roof space and 3 roof-lights into the east roof space of 
the commercial office space (re-submission of TM/22/01618/FL).  No objection. 



TMBC decisions 
Mobile At Brookside Farm, Bourne Lane  
Lawful Development Certificate Existing: use of a building as an independent dwelling house 
and the use of the land as ancillary garden and parking area. Certified. Parish Council had 
not objected to this application. 
Forge Cottage, The Street 
T1 Magnolia Tree : reduce by 2 to 3 metres and prune to shape to maintain the health of the 
tree and keep it suitable for surroundings T2 Cherry Tree: reduce by 1 metre and prune to 
shape to maintain the health of the tree T3 Sycamore Tree : section fell to ground level to 
make way for an extension to be built, the tree is of low amenity value covered in 
ivy. Statutory period expired. Parish Council had not objected to this application. 
Halebank, Roughway Lane 
Demolition of existing garage, store rooms and wc. Erection of ground and first floor 
extensions to rear. Granted permission. Parish Council had not objected to this application. 
 
(ii) Local Plan Reg 18 consultation.  
Cllr Brewin advised that the preliminary findings from the Regulation 18 consultation had 
been considered at TMBC’s Housing & Planning Committee and that initial findings from the 
responses received indicated a preference for Spatial Strategy 1 (focus of settlements 
outside the Greenbelt and AONB boundaries); disagreement with the strategic case for 
exceptional circumstances in relation to Greenbelt release; a preference for meeting 
Objectively Assessed Needs only; agreement with windfall allowance methodology; support 
for strategy option 1 for Tonbridge; disagreement with eh conclusions of the Sustainability 
Appraisal site assessments; agreement that the Local Plan should provide for a mix of site 
types and a specific mix of housing types; support for more than 10% biodiversity net gain. 
(The full report can be found at https://democracy.tmbc.gov.uk). 
 
Payments & Finance 
(i)   Budget 2023-24 Councillors received a draft budget for consideration. Attention was 
drawn to the projected under spend on the Highways & Transport budget and the Parish 
Plan. The £10k earmarked for the Spoute playground project would be carried over to the 
following year. A contribution to the Memorial Hall to help offset rising costs was under 
consideration.  
A revised draft budget would be circulated following the meeting and Councillors were 
requested to forward their observations as soon as practicable for an updated draft to be 
prepared for approval at the January meeting.  
(ii) Councillors considered requests for funding from Shipbourne WI, who would be hosting 
a Christmas party for the Ukrainian families in both parishes, and from Hospice in the 
Weald. Councillors approved donations of £50 and £250 respectively. 
(iii) Receipts & Payments. A financial statement and bank reconciliation was distributed to 
members. Councillors noted the approved NJC pay rise for the Clerk’s salary, backdated to 
1.4.22. Cllrs Carboni & Petter had approved interim expenditure of £39.40 for litter picking 
prizes. 



Approval of the following payments was confirmed:              £ 
Clerk salary & reimbursements November 2022   1,127.59 
The following payments were approved:             £ 
SLCC: Local Council Administration, 13th ed      141.80 
H&E Tree Services: annual maintenance   1,860.00 
PPCC: remembrance poppy wreath         25.00 
Royal British Legion: poppy appeal donation      175.00 
H&E Tree services: St Hilda’s bank clearance      216.00 
TW Samaritans: donation        100.00 
Porchlight: donation        100.00 
KSS Air Ambulance Trust: donation       600.00 
PPCC: litter picking refreshments         50.00 
Cllr S Petter: reimbursement litter picking prizes           39.40 
Environment 
Councillors discussed the SENE presentation made at the start of the evening and agreed 
that the Council should proceed to the next stage of geographical survey. This would be cost 
free. Cllr Beynon reported that KALC was due to consider Shipbourne Parish Council’s 
climate change action plan at its next meeting, which would be discussed at the January 
Parish Council meeting. Following a suggestion from a parishioner, Councillors agreed that 
a standard response should now be made on all planning applications to the effect that all 
applications should incorporate suitable environmental measures in order to achieve TMBC 
approval. 
Highways & Transport 
JPCTCG, 23.11.22. Cllr Beynon had attended this meeting and reported that the group was 
to be disbanded, with KALC taking over its functions. There would be a small reimbursement 
of fees. 
Cllr Rolls reported that the KCC funding cuts to bus services had been approved with 
funding set to cease in February 2023. It was understood that extra funding had been found 
to keep services in operation until July. The school services were not so far affected, but the 
cuts would have an impact on after school clubs and activities. 
Cllr Carboni advised that he had attended a meeting chaired by Boro Cllr Taylor to discuss 
the future of bus services. It was agreed that the possibility of providing a community bus 
service would be explored. Boro Cllr Taylor will arrange a further meeting at the beginning of 
the new year to pursue options. 
Memorial Hall 
Cllr French reported that the Memorial Hall would be facing extra costs during the coming 
year for energy supply and that quotes were currently being acquired for replacement 
external doors. Attempts would be made to keep increases to hire charges as low as 
possible.  
Any Other Business 
Councillors expressed their thanks to volunteers and Councillors who contributed to the litter 
picking event. Special thanks were due to the Parish Church for providing and hosting 
refreshments and to the Papermakers Arms for providing the main prize. 
 
Date of Next Meeting:  Monday 9 January 2023 at 8 pm 



 

 
 
 



 
 

 

S. M. GOULD 
Horticultural & Forestry Contractor 

 
Seasoned Firewood – available all year round 

 
8 ton Digger or 2.5 ton Digger  
available for all ground works 

Paddock mowing - rolling - harrowing 
 

Grange Hill Wood Yard,  
Grange Hill, Plaxtol, Kent, TN15 0RG 

 
Tel: (01732) 811060 or 07702 475 321 

Email: logsdirectsevenoaks@hotmail.co.uk 
Website: www.logsdirectsevenoaks.co.uk 

 

 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

East Peckham Osteopaths 
Anthony Picknett and Louise James 

 

Children’s clinic, sports injuries and all muscle and joint problems  

23 Old Road, East Peckham. TN12 5AR   Tel: 01622 873481 
 

 

PLAXTOL MEMORIAL HALL 
Available for club meetings, children’s parties 

private functions, wedding receptions 
For bookings: ring Lizzie Hill on 811478 

or email:  nevishill@googlemail.com 
 

 

 

KEMSING WATER SOFTENERS 
Ten Year Guarantee 

Drinking Water Systems 
‘Exchange’ Softeners - Free Fitting 

‘Harveys’ block salt, Tablets and Granules 
Free comprehensive survey and after sales service 

01732 760471 
www.kemsingsofteners.co.uk 

 

 

  

 

 

Internal Alterations and Refurbishments 
Extensions, Conversions, Bathrooms 

Replacement Kitchens 
 

Tel – 01732 884036 
           Mobiles – 07884 490664 

            or 07831 204113 
 

Website – www.joseph-pcl.com 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                          Visit us in the shop to browse our pottery selection or buy  
                                          takeaway kits to enjoy at home.  Perfect for a gift, a family  
                                          experience, or to discover a new hobby! 
 
 
                                          Or check out our selection of workshops to craft your own  
                                          pottery or join us for a cheeky glass of Prosecco while you  
                                          paint! 
 
 
                                          To make enquiries or book a session: 
                                          Email: hello@potterarti.co.uk       or call: 01732 753416 
 



 

 
 
 



 


